Biography

Jedd Medefind serves as President of the Christian Alliance for Orphans.  The Alliance is a coalition of more than fifty of the nation’s leading Christian orphan-serving organizations and a national network of churches committed to caring for orphans in their distress.  The Alliance works to ignite and equip Christians for adoption, foster care and overseas orphan care ministry.

Prior to this role, Jedd served in the White House, leading the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.   In this role, he guided reform efforts across the government to make the creativity and compassion of local nonprofits central in all Federal efforts to aid the needy, from prisoner reentry to Global AIDS.   

Previously, Jedd held a range of posts in the California State Legislature, and helped establish the California Community Renewal Project, which strengthens nonprofits in some of the state’s most challenged communities.  He has also worked, studied and served in more than thirty countries, with organizations ranging from Price-Waterhouse, Moscow to Christian Life Bangladesh.  

Jedd has written numerous articles and two books, including Four Souls and The Revolutionary Communicator.  He and his wife Rachel live in California and have four children, one by adoption.


Potential Questions

1. Tell us just a bit about the Christian Alliance for Orphans.
1. After the Haiti earthquake, have you seen a significant increase in the number of people thinking seriously about the plight of orphans? 
1. What advice would you offer to people who’ve been impacted by Haiti and the tremendous number of orphans there?  
1. Your recent article for Christianity Today addressed the situation with the Christian group from Idaho that was arrested in Haiti.  What’s your sense of the significance of that case?
1. Your emphasize the role of the local church and ordinary Christians in caring for orphans.  Why is that?
1. Tell us a bit more about the upcoming Christian Alliance for Orphans’ Summit VI.  Who’s going to be there?  Why would folks go?
1. Clearly helping orphans is a good thing.   But is it as just another good cause or do you see some special significance in “caring for orphans in their distress”? 

