STORIES/LISTENER RESPONSES FROM HCJB GLOBAL & PARTNERS
(organized by REGION/COUNTRY)

ASIA PACIFIC
· Predominately Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic and animists, the peoples of the world search for answers to life’s questions in religions that offer little hope. Many have never met a Christian. Some have never even heard the name of Jesus. Yet because of our partnership with local believers, radio and healthcare ministries are reaching out to millions with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
· 8.6% of the world’s land mass; 48 countries (25% of the world’s total) BUT 60% of the world’s population


FIJI
Prisoners Changed for Christ by SonSet® Radio  SonSet® radios opened doors in a remarkable way. A number of these radios were taken into prisons in Fiji. Prisoners began listening to Christian radio from their cells, and their lives were changed so drastically that the prison authorities themselves requested more radios! The following year, a presentation ceremony for the new radios took place inside one of the maximum security prisons. The ceremony was followed by a time that included fellowship, singing and speeches – a true celebration of lives changed! Here are the words of two prisoners who received radios:
· “I would like to take this opportunity to thank your ministry for giving me this solar radio so that I can listen to Christian songs and the message of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. I no longer worry or fear anything. The radio that you give me has taught me how to keep my Faith and my eyes open to the Lord. Thank you for the radio. May God Bless your ministry.”
· “I would like to thank your ministry for you kind offer of a solar radio. It helps me grow more and more in my spiritual life when I listen to all the men of God sharing the Word of God on the radio. It makes feel happy when I listen for the gospel song. There is nothing I can give you to thanks your ministry. So I just pray the Almighty Lord Jesus Christ to bless your ministry mightily.”


INDIA
Praise God for the effect that the “Church on Air” radio program has in India. A man called our partner and said, “We are regular listeners of your programs. My whole family has accepted Jesus Christ by listening to your radio programs. Today is Sunday, and we just finished our church service. Your program “Church on Air” — that is our church! We have our meeting with YOU! Thank you for praying for us, and could you please send us things to read and a New Testament in Hindi?” Pray that many others throughout India will find salvation and be discipled through the radio programs.
	
Praise God for those in India who are seeking to know Christ. Our partner in India received a letter in which the writer told them he listens to their programs and wants to follow Jesus. But he asked that no reply be sent as no one in his family or village knew he was listening. Our partner wondered how to handle this, so they decided to pray and wait a little while. In a few weeks another letter came from the same village saying very similar things. They found that the second letter was from the son of the man who had written the first letter. What an amazing situation -- two members of the same family listening without the other knowing! This demonstrates how difficult it is to be a Christian in many parts of India.
 	
Pray for wisdom for our partner’s follow-up ministry and for the protection of God’s people!
Listener to Hindi shortwave program: I am a new but regular listener of your programs. Thank you for sharing Jesus Christ’s message with so many listeners. I too have been blessed by   learning about Jesus from your programs. Knowledge of teachings and wise sayings is the beginning of finding “The Truth”. I am learning good things from your programs and want to know more about Jesus and what is “ The Truth?” I find peace of mind listening to your programs. Whenever I have a problem or am worried I think about good things from your teachings of Jesus and am encouraged. I want to know more about Jesus and His teachings. Please pray for me. Please help me.  Please send me some literature  and please answer my letter. I am a first-year student nineteen years old.
	
In a location in India that speaks one of the dialects in which we broadcast in shortwave, a pastor leads a team that produces the shortwave programs. On Good Friday, some extremists entered his church and warned him to stop having Christian meetings in the village. On Easter Sunday, they returned and destroyed Bibles, beat up some church members and chased everyone out. The pastor and family escaped to a nearby city. False allegations were registered with the police against the pastor. Pray for our friends in India as they seek to give support to the pastor and team and for safety and wisdom about how to deal with these allegations. Pray that those who produce our shortwave programs in 13 Indian dialects will be able to continue production.
	
Praise God for those in India who have come to know Christ through listening to radio. One radio listener wrote, “I am a student who grew up worshiping idols. Now in college, I listened to your radio programs with a friend. I found something different. I used to believe in idols. I now believe in God, who died for us. My life has changed. I am the only Christian in my family. All the rest do not believe in Jesus. Please pray for them. I am listening and growing in Jesus because of your radio programs.” Pray that radio programs will touch hearts and that many listeners in India will come to know Him as Savior.
	
Praise God for those in India who are seeking to know Christ. A man called our partner on the phone, “I just heard your program called Prayer on the All-India radio. I heard the speaker talk about not being angry and asking God for help in prayer. I am working here far from home, and I have not received my salary for the past few weeks. I am really angry. I don’t know how to pray. Radio is my only friend. Will you please pray with me now? So Dolly prayed with that man over the phone that he would learn how to accept God’s love. Pray for wisdom for our partner’s follow-up ministry and that many will accept the gift of salvation.
	
I am a regular listener of your Hindi programs from GMTA. I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour. I listen to our programs to learn how to know and become more Like Jesus. I feel peaceful and happy listening to songs in your programs. Thank you for sending me literature and books. Please continue to pray for my family as we are going through lots of financial problems. My wife died sometime back and so I feel alone, though I have grown up children. Please pray for us. Please continue to make such good programs. 
	
 “I am writing on behalf of Hindi Radio Listeners Club. It has 20 members. We like to listen to your program, and the teachings are helping us to make our life more meaningful. I have a personal problem. I am a first year college student, I know I should study and do my work well but, I do not know what happens to me! I just keep delaying things to do for later and then my work is never complete. I am tired and confused. Please help me. Please send me a New Testament in Hindi.
	
Monthly medical camps continue in areas nearby GMTA offices. Here is a report from the one held at the end of November: “Within two hours, 85 patients were tended to. There is a radio club there of 10 who listen together to the shortwave programs. A local social worker requested us to come to his area. We went to a new site, just round the corner. This is a colony of rag pickers and construction work daily laborers. Most of the people here speak Bangla as their mother tongue since they are Bangladeshi refugees. We parked the medical van and soon it was surrounded by men, women and children suffering from fever, diarrhea and constant cough. Around 70 more patients were treated. While the camp was on there was a group of young boys who also listen to FM radio. They had heard our program Beyond Words and especially appreciated the drama and counseling. I asked if they would like to hear programs in their language. They were so excited. I was able to get a shortwave transistor for them, and we ended up making new friends and potential Bangla program listeners all the way from Bangladesh here in Delhi.”


INDONESIA
A church planter in an area in Indonesia where a radio station was installed writes, “Four years ago, I almost gave up on running my ministry. One Sunday morning in early 2005, some people came and threw over 100 stones at me, and they mocked me. At that time, I prayed for them and forgave them. In 2009, God showed a wonderful miracle. New people joined the church congregation – they were the people who had thrown the stones!”
	
God used our partner’s Christian radio station to transform an entire village because the tribal elder listened to the songs and the teaching and gave his heart to Christ. The change in his life was so profound that others in the village wanted to have what he had.
	
A big ‘Thank you’ to HCJB Global for the SonSet radios! A few years ago four radios were given to a village in a remote place in Indonesia where the radio station could be heard. We had no feedback, but recently someone from the station visited the village and met with the tribal leader only to find that many, many lives had been changed through listening to the radio programs. The leader said the program about “Faithfulness in Marriage” has transformed his village. The station was able to leave 34 more SonSet radios and has a strategy that includes beginning discipleship with children and establishing a church.
	
A radio station broadcasts to an area where the listeners are from another religion. A woman listened to the radio programs and came to know Christ as her personal Savior. She wanted her family to know Him so she began playing the radio very loud. Her husband, who was a farmer, began to listen from the field and soon started attending church with his wife. Her son just graduated from school and wanted to go to university. The local witchdoctor said he should come to him for advice on how to be able to go the university. The son said to the witchdoctor, “No, I will follow my mother’s god because I know He has great power.” God is at work in hearts because of the message delivered via radio.
	
Praise God that the 2012 goal of planting 20 radio stations with partners in the Asia Pacific region was met and surpassed as the 21st station went on the air in December. The most recent outlet opened in a security-sensitive area of Indonesia that reaches a very hard-to-reach people group. At this partner’s first station, more than 400 listeners have signed up to take “Discovery” Bible studies and more than 148 house churches have been formed as a result of the broadcasts in their two years on the air. 
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio in Indonesia! A Muslim woman listened to our partner’s radio station for about four months. She then came to the station and asked, “How can I receive Christ as you tell about on the radio?” The staff explained the way of salvation and led the woman to Christ. When she returned home, her friend asked why she seemed different and happy. “Here, take my radio and listen and find out,” she told her. Three months later, the woman and 12 Muslim friends arrived at the radio station. “They are ready to receive Jesus,” explained the woman. Just like the Book of Acts!! Pray that many lives throughout Indonesia will be transformed in Christ as they hear the Good News on partner radio stations.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio in Indonesia! A very sick Muslim man traveled three hours and stayed overnight in a hotel so he could visit our partner’s radio station and ask for prayer for his sickness. The radio station manager shared the gospel with him and led the Muslim man to Jesus. The station wants to increase their station’s power so they can reach many more listeners in the area. Pray that many lives throughout Indonesia will be transformed in Christ as they hear the Good News on partner radio stations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	
Indah* came to know Jesus while she was in prison.  Staff members from a local Christian FM station in Indonesia were able to visit her in prison and give her a SonSet radio she could listen to the station.  Her testimony shows how valuable the FM stations can be for those struggling in their faith.  
I have been in prison for a year now because of a business case I was involved in with my brother.   It was a heavy blow for me when I was sentenced to two years in prison.  It seems like there is no hope left for me let alone my family. They are not allowed to visit me.  We all know that prison is full of problematic people and that included me.  I was involved in church before going to prison and kept praying and reflecting on what I had done once I got here.  One day staff from the local Christian radio station came to give spiritual guidance to all the residents in the prison.  They also gave us rice boxes.  At the end of the event I got a SonSet radio because I answered a quiz question.  I didn’t think the radio could strength my faith. I only listened to be entertained. One month I realized that my faith had been strengthened after listening to the station.  The programs are nice and I like that they have family events and a loyal listener program.  The sermons are remarkable and through the programs I am strong as I face a problem in my life.  The radio station once again gave me a gift of an mp3 player that I can listen to past shows from my favorite loyal listener program.  The motto of the radio station is “Making Life Better” and I know they have made my life better.   
	
Andre had been eaten up with hate for his father for many years. One day, he heard a story on our Indonesian partner’s radio station of a boy who had felt rejected by his father and the power of forgiveness. Immediately he started weeping because he knew that boy was him. The radio pastor encouraged the listeners to forgive their fathers, and Andre prayed and felt an immediate release. He has now gone to another island in search of his real father to express his forgiveness in person. 
	
One of the station managers at a radio training session shared this: “Every time we have a gathering Muslim listeners come and join us. One of our listeners is a university student, and he came to the station because we had an interesting program that he liked called “Making Life Better”. So we asked him to go on the radio and give a greeting to his Muslim friends. We asked him why he listens to our radio station. He said every time he listens, he has peace in his heart and now he tells his mother, father, sisters, brother and village to tune into the station.” 
	
One of the members in a church in K village was given a SonSet radio, pretuned to the community radio station in that region operated by our radio partner. Few people in the village own radios, so the church has a loudspeaker attached to their building, and they hook up the little SonSet radio to the loudspeaker, and it can be heard all over the village! Most of the villagers are Muslim, but they still love listening to the radio station. Talk about how far one little radio can reach….
	
One of our stations is managed by “Rita”, a late 20s single woman. She came to Christ from Islam when in a dream a man with a bright face appeared to her several times saying, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”. She had no idea what this meant but wanted to find out. No one in her community seemed to know. On a visit to Jakarta, she walked past a Christian church (which she would never enter) and saw on the door post those same words. She met a Christian, asked about the verse, got a Bible and finally made a decision to follow Christ. Her family threw her out and she eventually went to manage this Christian radio station. She now feels that God has called her to be a witness from inside the Muslim community, so she operates within their culture and influences and talks with people from the inside. The community where he station is very anti-Christian and was known for gambling, drinking and prosmiscuity among the young people. Now in one year, they have noticed a change in the lives of the community – they have young people calling in to get counseling on these problems. Also counseling families with problems and about to divorce – doing programs on marriage and family. This is “plowing the field” work.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio in Indonesia! A man in Indonesia was ready to commit suicide because someone had stolen his identity and caused him to go into huge debt. That night he tried to listen to the radio on his mobile phone and could only get one clear signal (our partner’s station). One sentence caught his attention: “In every problem there is a way out.” He sent the station a text message and was invited to come to the station where the counselor and his wife led him to accept Jesus as Savior and prayed for his problems. When the man returned home, he discovered God had done a miracle. All the debts were paid off! Someone had paid for everything. But the greatest miracle was the one God had worked in this man’s heart. Pray that many lives throughout Indonesia will be transformed in Christ.

Debts Paid—Both Physical and Spiritual—for Suicidal Listener in Indonesia
(HCJB Global Weekly News Update, April 15, 2011)
Suicide seemed the answer—the only solution—for an Indonesian man whose good name had been used by a friend to run up debts. “I had many people chasing me for money,” he said. “It was because of this that I had planned to commit suicide.” The money intended for establishing a business had been lost, so the friend borrowed from others. The real-life drama was recounted to an HCJB Global partner who asked that people pray for the man “because for this moment, he was under pressure from his parents and family.” Family members had attempted to convince the new believer to reconvert to Hinduism, a religion in which he served in the priestly class known as Brahmins. In Hinduism, this is the highest level of the caste system. His societal status notwithstanding, the man was desperate and suicidal, but a lifeline was thrown to him. As he fiddled to tune in to the broadcasts on his cell phone, that lifeline seemed both a thin thread and a solid rope of rescue sustained by God Himself. “That night I tried to listen to the radio through my mobile phone,” said the man of his time of debt-ridden misery. “I could only capture one radio station. The other radio signals were not clear. I was very interested in this station because its motto, ‘Making Life Better.’” The man lives about 30 miles from the radio station. He listened to a program called Wise Words. “From this program,” he recounted, “I captured one sentence: ‘In every problem there is a way out.’” He carried this comfort to bed that night. “I fell asleep, and when I woke up I realized that I had no desire to commit suicide,” the man said, adding that after listening for a week, he sent the station a text message. “Soon after that, I was invited to come to the (station’s) counseling center.” The station’s counselor and his wife spoke with their newfound friend and “then they asked if I would like to accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and I said, ‘Yes!’ After they led me to accept Jesus and prayed for the problems I faced, I returned home. When I got home, God had done a miracle. All the debts were paid off! There are people who paid for everything.” HCJB Global Asia Pacific Director Ty Stakes calls it a “great example not only of the power of radio, but also the power of local follow-up.” His work coordinating efforts to establish Christian radio stations has convinced him that such scenarios occur on a daily basis throughout Indonesia.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio in Indonesia, the country with the largest population of Muslims in the world! A radio listener wrote, “Thank you very much for your Arabic program and the explanation. I have just realized that the Qur’an explains a lot about the prophet Jesus. I have just begun to understand who he is. Can I come to your studio to learn more?” Pray that many lives throughout Indonesia will be transformed in Christ as they hear the Good News on partner radio stations.
	
Over and over, a Christian church planter had tried to enter an animistic village in Indonesia to share the gospel, but the chief refused to let him in. Several years later, the same church planter returned and gave solar-powered radios to the village leaders. Thrilled with these gifts, the entire community came together to listen to the programs. The radios were fix-tuned to a new radio station in the region, operated by Christians. Not long after that, the church planter was invited to visit and teach the people more about Jesus Christ. The chief, his 100-year-old mother and many others in the village became believers, and a church was planted there. The new Christians were baptized by the same church planter they had ten times refused entrance to their village. 
	
On one island in Indonesia, a Christ-follower had such a great desire to reach his province for Christ that he started an FM station with HCJB Global’s help in his front yard with his own money. His aired sermons have helped many grow as disciples. One loyal listener copied down each sermon that was broadcast and used them in a Bible study he started in his own neighborhood. From that one group of ten men, the studies have grown to six groups, with over 500 listening to the radio programs. 
	
Our radio partner was in a town promoting their station. Two girls from “another religion” came to the place and sat down and started a conversation with one of the staff. The staff was surprised at how interested they seemed and gave them a radio that was fixed-tuned to their station so that the girls could listen to the station at home. Pray that they may be drawn to know Him through the programs they hear.
	
The station we call an “insider station” (that is, it is being run by believers, but it is part of a community that is from “another major religion”). This station has become so popular that it is receiving 300-400 contacts per day from listeners. Pray for these eager, courageous Christians who are reaching out to their people through Christian-value and friendship-making strategies.
	
Reaching 27 Villages Through SonSet Radios
Local Indonesian believers who desired to start an FM radio station in their native language used SonSet® radios as part of their ministry. As the station was put on air, the believers were able to distribute FM radios right away to people who would otherwise not have been able to listen. Almost all the people in this area in Indonesia are farmers. Since they do not have extra funds and purchasing batteries to run radios is a luxury, they were thrilled to be able to have radios that are solar powered. Because their native land is so mountainous, the local believers who started the radio station only expected to reach six to 10 villages, but instead, with the help of solar-powered, handheld, fixed-tuned radios, they were able to reach 27 villages! The new Christian radio station has received overwhelming feedback from its listeners. There is no postal service in the area, so many letters of gratitude are personally delivered by listeners who hike to the station, while other letters arrive by being passed from one person to another until they reach the station. People’s lives have been so touched! One missionary who works there mentioned, "Each time I go to the area, the main request I receive from people on trails, in the markets, and in the villages is for those radios. They were a big hit and everyone wants one!”
	
A young Muslim man in Indonesia had heard about Christians, but was afraid to contact any because his father was a very influential Imam (Muslim leader). In his heart, he asked, “When and where can I talk to Christians? I can’t go to their church because my family will persecute me, but deep down in my heart, I believe in Jesus. How can I know more about Jesus? Is there any counseling center or “hope center” in my area where I can go to talk to someone?” He gathered the courage to ask his university lecturer, indicating, “this is not only for me. I have several friends who have started to believe in Jesus as well.” He was guided to listen to our partner radio station and there heard the Good news and came to the Lord.


JAPAN
(from Kazuo Ozaki about a young man who came to know Christ through listening to the Japanese shortwave programs):  Praise God! Mr. T was baptized at our partner church on Easter Sunday. Here is an excerpt from a letter that I received from him. “I just came from the church. I am very happy that I had many blessings at the baptismal service. At the same time I learned and understand that following Jesus may not be easy because I am the only believer in my family. I know it was God’s leading that I attended the listener’s meeting and met you last summer”. He continues to attend not only the church worship service, but also a young adult class. He is also playing his guitar on the worship team. Please pray for him as he continues to walk and grow in the Lord.


NEPAL
The Impact of Music in Nepal
“Please tell us more about this Jesus you are singing about.”
Two women made this request one evening to the group of musicians who were rehearsing for a recording session the next day. In Nepal music has a unique ability to connect with people, and 130 Christian worship songs in one of the local languages have been compiled. As part of the effort to distribute the music to the community, our partners asked HCJB Global to assist with recording as many of them as possible.
In early June 2013 a team travelled to Nepal for the first recording session. One tiny room in a small mud-walled house served as a studio with up to six singers and accompanists working in temperatures over 100º F. During the three days, 26 songs were recorded and will soon be distributed.
One of the songwriters is a pastor who travelled hours to record some of the songs he had contributed to the book. He explained that he started writing songs after seeking God’s guidance about a better way to connect to the people he was trying to reach with the gospel message. He took note of the Hindu style of teaching that their priests used to attract a crowd that would stay and listen. They would use songs to tell the ancient Hindu stories and then later explain their meaning and purpose. The Christian pastor realized that this technique could easily be adapted to share stories from the Bible through song and then explain their relevance and application.
His songs have become so popular that people have tried to record them during church services with their phones to share with others. People he has never met have recognized him by his voice from the shared low-quality recordings.
And what about the two women who came by during practice? They heard the music coming from the house and went to investigate. Their questions were answered by one of the family members who took the time to share the Gospel with them and as a result they came to Christ. Now there are two new families of believers in the village. Our partners are convinced that many will come to Christ through the recordings, but nobody expected such immediate results! Before the first song could even be edited and distributed God showed how powerful music can be.
Here is the story in video format:  http://youtu.be/-IkanV7pDnw
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/asia-pacific/work-team-plants-birthing-clinic-seeds-of-the-gospel-in-remote-nepali-village.html:  When Mahima gave her life to Christ a few years ago, she knew there would be ramifications in her staunchly Hindu village in a remote corner of the Himalayan country of Nepal. But she never expected that her life would turn upside down because of that decision. “Her story touched all of our hearts,” Joey Mayfield said of Mahima*, a Nepali woman in her 40s who helped host an HCJB Global work team in Nepal March 4-16. “She is a local believer whose husband and adult son disowned her because of her faith. She is living at another believer’s house with her younger son.” “One morning I could tell that Mahima was distressed about something, and through a translator I was able to ask her why she seemed upset,” continued Mayfield, part of a six-person work team sent by Bethel Church in Crown Point, Ind. The team joined five staff members from HCJB Global. “Mahima only asked that I would pray for her family to receive Christ. She made no mention of her struggles in this situation. I was able to pray with her, asking for her family’s salvation and praying that God would grant her mercy during this time of persecution,” he related. Mahima spent nearly every waking moment with the team while the workers were in Nepal, March 4-16. She washed dishes, fetched firewood and cleaned up so team members could concentrate on building a much-needed birthing clinic—an addition to the existing medical clinic—in response to a request from community leaders. “She joined us every morning for devotions as there was translation,” added Cara Zimmerman, a former HCJB Global summer intern in Ecuador. In addition to helping with the construction, she documented the event via video. “Mahima was always there listening and singing worship songs with us. So many people she knows had rejected her because of her faith in Jesus Christ, so this was a real encouragement to her.” HCJB Global’s Nate Dell, who co-led the team with Mayfield, said that such alienation confronts many Nepalese who have placed faith in Jesus, even after the country’s public policy on non-Hindu religions has changed. Formerly a Hindu kingdom headed by a monarchy, a coup in 2008 led to the establishment of a multiparty constitutional republic. The mission’s local partner, Ramesh, said that in the village where he hosted the work team, his father had professed faith in Christ many years ago and was subsequently smeared with black ash and told to leave. Amid this environment, Dell feels that the team’s visit emboldened local Christians. “It gave more opportunities for our team to share the gospel, and we encouraged the believers,” he said. “Mahima was crying when we left because she had bonded with us in a spiritual way.”The day before yesterday there was a man from the next town who came to our FM station, introduced himself, and he said it had been 3 days since he started listening our radio and he liked our Christian program which we play each morning. He asked for a recording of the program so he could listen later on his mobile phone. It’s very encouraging and we are really glad for the chance to build a relationship with him. 
---------------------------------
Praise God for faithful believers in Nepal! Mahima has paid dearly for professing her faith in Jesus. When she became a Christian her husband and oldest son both shunned her completely. She was forced to leave home and find ways to care for her young son on her own. Fellow Christians helped her out when they could. When the HCJB Global team arrived in her village, Mahima was hired to help take care of us. She washed dishes, fetched wood and served our team in countless unseen ways, joyful and smiling because she knows Jesus is much more valuable than anything she lost. As the work team boarded the bus to leave the village, she wept openly, clasping the men’s hands one by one, hugging the women team members fiercely. Her last act of service to me is the lasting memory of her fearless faith and hunger for Christian fellowship despite the persecution. Pray for encouragement and discipleship of the believers in Nepal.
	
One man told us, “I was born in very strong Hindu family and was very religious and faithful in doing Hindu rituals, though I did not see any meaning in them. I started to work at the new local radio station as a technician. During my work I listened to the Christian programs every morning, so my day started by listening to God’s Word and beautiful worship songs. One day, as I listened, I decided to follow Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior…right there in the chair where I was working! From that day I started to go to church regularly. Now I am very happy because through this radio ministry I got to find my Lord. Pray for many hearts in Nepal to turn to Christ through the ministry of our partner stations.
	
I was born in 1989 and am studying in grade 12.  I came from very poor family background. To earn money my brother went abroad. We had lots of problems in our family and I never experienced true peace at home. Illness and poverty were always with us. When my brother came back from working abroad he started to go to church. I saw many changes in his life. That’s why I was attracted to go to church. But a friend told me that the church my brother attended was a false church, not the right church for true salvation. This confused me and I started to attend my friend’s church, where they worship a false god. For three years I was in that church. But when I heard the Christian programs through Grace FM, I started to learn from the Bible. When I heard the very first Christian program I wanted to continue to learn from Bible teachings through radio. I became a regular listener to Grace FM.  Even while working I began listening through my mobile phone. I am a regular listener of the program “The Truth, the Way and the Life”, “The Voice of the Church“ and ”Spiritual Walk”.  Once I heard a Bible program on false teachings that helped to solve my confusion. I realized that I was in the wrong church. From that day, I started to attend my brother’s church. I am really thankful to Grace FM for its Christian programs. Through radio, I am getting to know the true God and now I am worshipping my Jesus in a true church.
	
I am 18 years old and in grade 12. My parents are farmers. I come from a Hindu background. I have a Christian friend. She shared with me about Jesus and also shared many things from the Bible. My Christian friend is different than my other friends. She prayed to God for me when I was having a hard time.  Many times she took me to her church. When I began to listen to Bible teaching from Grace FM, I started to have more interest in going to church.  Now, I do not need my friend’s invitation.  I love to go to church. I thank my friend as well as Grace FM and brother Vijay from the station for helping me to understand more about Jesus and His love.  I am a regular listener of “Spiritual Walk” and “Good News”.
	
Khadka was working in Malaysia. One day he was tuning the radio in search of hope, feeling very tired after a long day at work. He found our Nepali program on the air, and he carefully listened to our address and wrote an email to us. He requested literature because he has a interest in knowing more about Christ. We sent him a letter with some gospel books, and he agreed to visit our friends here in Nepal. While visiting, he went to church with them. He and the friends he brought heard the word of God, responded, and now they are growing in their faith!” 
	
2009-06  Amazed in Nepal
Nepal -- you probably know it best because eight of the ten highest mountains in the world are there, including the amazing Mount Everest. Creating towering mountains isn’t the only amazing thing God has done in Nepal. Through followers of Christ there, together with HCJB Global staff and generous believers, amazing things have happened in Nepal in the last four months. Several years ago, HCJB Global partnered with a group of Christians to install a studio where they could record Christian radio programs. Because it was illegal to even BE a Christian in Nepal, the programs could not air on local radio, but three Nepali broadcasters continue to produce the programs, and HCJB Global-Australia’s shortwave service now transmits them back to their people. Many listeners have responded to the programs, and amazingly, the evangelical church in Nepal is growing! In March 2009, we traveled back to Nepal with a new computer and an audio-editing station to replace malfunctioning equipment so that the programs could continue. The fact that the people of Nepal can hear Christian programming via shortwave is amazing in itself, but …Here’s more of the story…. Amazingly, after centuries of being the only official Hindu Kingdom and decades of being ravaged by Maoist uprisings, Nepal became a democracy in May 2008. One of the results was that the government released applications for local FM community radio stations. Amazingly, a Nepali Christian church-planting organization was granted two community radio licenses:  one near the capital city of Kathmandu and the other in a town in the center of Nepal. This group understood how great an impact could be made through radio, BUT they were desperate for equipment and the technical assistance to establish the two radio stations before the July 1, 2009 government deadline. Amazingly, HCJB Global staff were in Nepal in mid-March with our first partner and were approached by this group to assist in their radio-planting opportunity. BUT how would the equipment for these two stations be funded? Amazingly, through the incredible generosity of one family, the project was financed within weeks. BUT how could the equipment get there on time? Amazingly, the transmitters, antennas and other equipment were quickly obtained without difficulty. BUT could they get to Nepal on time? Elsewhere shipments have been held in customs for over a year. Amazingly, the equipment was released from customs within days, while our installers were still there. 
BUT one of the transmitters arrived damaged. Now what? Amazingly, the parts shipped overnight from Singapore came in time to repair the transmitter. BUT the national believers didn’t even know how to run a radio station! Amazingly, our team included our radio trainer – he was able to teach six Nepalese to use the new equipment and learn broadcasting skills before the stations went live. BUT could they do it before the July 1 deadline? Amazingly, both stations went on the air on June 1. Don’t we serve an AMAZING God?


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Pastor Joe is a man of spiritual passion and conviction. He’s dedicated his life to bringing young people in Papua New Guinea to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Like anywhere, the youth of this country struggle with real-life issues, uncertainties and pain. Ministering in Papua New Guinea provides Joe with an opportunity to reach university students with something they aren’t taught in school—eternal hope. To minister to the daily needs of these youth, Joe hosts a nightly show on Wantok Radio Light, and the response is staggering. In fact, so many people are listening to Joe’s program that he receives more than 16,000 text messages each month. More than half of the messages come from people inquiring about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. About 20 percent of the messages come in after midnight from students who are dealing with serious issues ranging from broken relationships to addictions. One day, Joe received a text message that stood out among thousands of others. It was from a young man who shared how the message of the gospel had literally saved his life. He had recently been kicked out of university and was facing disgrace and humiliation from his friends and family. He was so despondent that he decided to commit suicide. Working up the courage to end his life, the young man turned on the radio and heard Joe on Radio Wantok talking about how God helps us through even our deepest difficulties if we trust in Him. He was brought to his knees as he listened to Joe talk about Jesus. He knew that the program was a message that could change his life. The young man’s despair turned to hope, and instead of killing himself, he entered new life. Through Wantok Radio Light, Joe shared the “one message” that is changing lives across Papua New Guinea. “Wantok Radio Light is a spiritual force—[a] wave of healing, peace and joy and all that a man needs in life—Jesus Christ. Thank you for this radio station. God is touching unreached people in the very remote parts of this country.”
	
As a young man, Jerry listened to shortwave radio and gave his life to Jesus Christ as a result of a program he heard. Later he began to pray for an opportunity to start Christian radio in his own country. His prayer was answered in 2002 when a team of HCJB Global engineers installed the flagship station of Wantok Radio Light in Papua New Guinea. Jerry says it is common to see people gathered around one of the fixed-tuned SonSet radio they received when Pidgin programs are aired. Jerry’s wife, who was not a fan of radio, soon became a listener and now uses the messages to minister to the women in her community. Recently the main station held a series of 10 concerts, and 10,000 people showed up. Almost 2,000 responded to the Gospel. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS
    .      gry.


THAILAND
A home church and a networked Christian radio station in every province! That’s the vision of a national church and mission cooperative in Thailand. They’ve already planted over 3,500 cell churches and have asked HCJB Global to help them with their goal of 100 networked radio stations. We said YES. 
Representing less than 2% of the population, they are working to plant 7,000 cell churches by the end of 2010. They are already half way there. The exciting thing for us is that they’d like to use radio as part of their outreach and discipleship strategy and have asked us to help place 100 radio stations around the country with at least one in each province. We hope to provide technical support, training and some equipment. When Thais become Christians, they seldom have any spiritual support, so they often revert back to their old Buddhist or Hindu ways. Radio stations will provide avenues for discipleship and evangelism in these communities.
2013-11  Grandson of Thai Witchdoctor Becomes Church Planter and Christian Radio Producer :  http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/asia-pacific/grandson-of-thai-witchdoctor-becomes-church-planter-and-christian-radio-producer.html  The grandson of a witchdoctor and son of an alcoholic, Wiwat* grew up in a province of Thailand with the country’s highest national suicide rate. Just 21 years old, he never imagined that he had a career carved out ahead of him in church planting and producing Christian radio programs. Wiwat was hoping black magic would spare him from military service, but an encounter with a missionary in a church meeting led him to a different kind of salvation. Years before he was born, Wiwat’s grandfather, Dew*, had turned to black magic. Feeling entrapped in his profession as a witchdoctor, Dew struggled to break free from his way of life. Then he came to Christ through a visiting missionary for whom he later worked as a porter. Dew shared his faith with his daughter who had her own share of challenges, growing up in a political situation where being a Christian could mean death. Married to her abusive, alcoholic husband, she eventually fled to a neighboring province along with her son, Wiwat. In spite of the hardships, Dew’s daughter persevered in her faith. Years later she gave Wiwat a Bible to read at his request. He had hoped to escape military service through black magic, but a missionary had prayed that instead he would become a soldier for the Lord. When Wiwat was excused from military service, he recognized God’s hand in this, recalling that night when he met the missionary at a church meeting. Brimming with questions about the Bible, Wiwat enrolled in seminary, seeking answers. Three months into the course, however, his enthusiasm waned after a trip where villagers threw evangelistic tracts back at him, rejecting his message of God’s love. One night, feeling discouraged and considering quitting seminary, God spoke to him in a dream, saying He had chosen him from his family. Was he really going to give up? Wiwat persevered in his studies, going on to become a church planter. In 2008 he felt called to return to the province of his childhood where he moved with his family and established a church. Two years later Wiwat remembered an HCJB Global radio planter he had met several years ago—a man who had encouraged other pastors to start radio stations to reach their communities for Christ. At the time Wiwat had been skeptical, but now he was prepared to reach out by any means possible. He bought some used equipment and singlehandedly launched the station he called Happy FM. Sadly, the station failed to resonate with leaders of the community’s majority religion, and soon they began speaking out against it. Mounting pressure from family members also prompted a number of listeners to renounce their faith. Just a year after its start, Wiwat took Happy FM off the air, feeling discouraged by the lack of visible fruit as his earlier fears of rejection during seminary began to resurface. But hope wasn’t lost. HCJB Global and Thai radio partners provided Wiwat with the support he needed. In May 2012 a team helped him and his church re-launch the station with a transmitter upgrade, radio training and a programming overhaul. Before long, Happy FM was back on air with programs focused on strengthening families, discussing spiritual matters and praying for the sick and hurting. Music and comedy programs were also added to the repertoire, attracting a wider audience. Wiwat began to see God using Happy FM to change lives, bringing hope to those in darkness and strengthening His church. Two nurses discovered the station and understood its value for their community. They didn’t know Christ, but they wanted to be involved. Wiwat welcomed their programs about healthcare and loving, family relationships. Both nurses soon became committed followers of Jesus. One night a woman called in to inform the pastor she was about to hang herself and wanted to tell someone where to find her body. Wiwat asked what was so special about that night. Could she wait until the next day? Instead of hanging herself, the woman came to the station and gave her life to Christ. As Wiwat continued broadcasting programs, he saw countless other listeners being saved from suicide, desperate family situations, depression and loneliness. He saw new believers growing in their faith, and those who were once so antagonistic were unable to deny the station’s positive impact. Earlier this year Wiwat stepped out in faith again to plant a new church and radio station in a town about 12 miles away. HCJB Global and Thai radio partners provided equipment and led a radio training session which was attended by, among others, nine staff members from the local hospital. Although not believers, they’d seen how beneficial the first radio station had been. During lunch at a recent training session for those interested in working with the radio station, Wiwat asked how many people had come to know God after listening to programs on Happy FM. About half of those present raised their hands. Grandson of a witchdoctor, son of a Buddhist alcoholic, child of the living God. Just as Wiwat stepped from the darkness into the light, many of his listeners in Thailand are experiencing that same transformation today as they listen to Happy FM. 
	
Sussie wanted to hang herself. But she also wanted to make a statement. So she phoned our partner radio station in her city and told them where they could find her body. “Why do this now?” the pastor DJ asked her. “Why not come to the station and talk with me?” Sussie did – and the result was new life, new hope and joy. 
	
Aun is a nurse, but until recently she was not a believer. Our local Christian radio partner had asked the hospital to send them someone to do a program on health issues to help meet the needs of the people in this remote district of northern Thailand. Over time, Aun learned more about the station’s purpose and the genuine love the staff had for people in their community. When the pastor at the station explained the gospel message to Aun, she put her faith in Jesus and committed her life to Him. She still produces programs for the station and believes in the power of radio to help those who are desperate for hope.
	
A woman wrote, “Before I become a Christian, my life was darkness. I used to have a good family, but was divorced because of problems with domestic violence. I had a chance to listen to your radio station. It was there that I heard the Gospel of Hope. I was stunned to hear about the love of Jesus Christ and His message of hope for me. Ever since, my life has changed and I now belong to Jesus! He has given me courage to live my life with hope in Him!”
	
13-year-old Chai found our local partner’s Christian radio station and loved it so much that she began going to church so that she could learn more. She ended up giving her life to Christ and now wants to be able to give back so that more people can hear about Jesus like she did. She is now in training to become one of the junior DJs for the station!
	
iLove.fm began when five local churches in Thailand teamed up with HCJB Global’s Asia Pacific staff. The staff trained 46 DJs, all but eight of them teenagers. Using iLovefm radio, these Thai believers “meet” people in their homes, in their automobiles, in the markets and in their workplaces. By playing encouraging music and programs that are helpful and relevant to the issues that the people face on a regular basis, the radio announcers build trust and rapport. One listener said, “I love hearing your station in the market. It’s different from all the others and encourages me!” 
	
Pastor H was a Buddhist who came to know the Lord as a teen while studying the Bible in order to learn English. With the help of HCJB Global, he now operates a radio station with the purpose to evangelize his community. The staff did special Christmas programs this past year. Many Thais, as Buddhists, are curious about Christmas, and the station developed short interviews about the meaning of the holiday. Interested, listeners kept tuned to the station to hear more.
	
Wipa is a dressmaker, but she was very lonely since her family lives far away in the north. One day she tuned into “Happy FM” and heard the pastor/presenter talking about love. Wipa found the talk so helpful that she phoned the station and spoke with the pastor on the air. He invited her to come to church. There she experienced the love of Christ and His people. She now wants to use radio to help others in her community to also find real love in Christ.
	
On Christmas Day 2011, one station promoted and hosted a special party in their city, and 2,000 people showed up! Thirty food vendors took part and donated their time and food for the party. The staff set up a big stage where people shared their testimonies, sang songs and presented a Christmas pageant that told the Good News. Because the local church was involved, those who attended not only got to meet their favorite DJs, but they also met and talked with Christians – perhaps the first they’d ever met!
	
Praise God for the lives being transformed through the radio outreach in Thailand! One of the pastors in Thailand said, “Before the radio station in our town was planted, I had a neighbor with whom I had shared the gospel, but he never accepted Christ, and ultimately moved to another area of the city. We lost touch, but one day he called the radio station and told me that he always listens to our programs, and I visited him in the hospital after he developed a serious kidney problem. Last Friday I went to visit him again to pray for him, and had the opportunity to share the love of Jesus with him. This time his heart was open, and he prayed to accept Christ.” Pray that many radio listeners in Thailand will find salvation through Jesus Christ.
	
Antagonist to Believer:  In June one station in Thailand learned recently that loyal listeners are worth connecting with no matter how the person feels about the station.  Anapan* frequently called the radio station, sometimes as often as every 10 minutes, to complain about the content. He didn’t like that the radio station talked about God so much.  As the calls continued the station manager became concerned about Anapan’s antagonism.  He considered calling the police or trying to get someone from outside the station involved in the hopes of getting the calls to cease. He called Kiet*, who is on staff with a Thai partner of HCJB Global, to get advice on what to do with this caller.  As Kiet talked to the station manager he was praying through the situation asking God to give them wisdom in how to best handle it. After talking and praying Kiet realized that Anapan was a loyal listener, maybe the most loyal listener the station had. He suggested that some of the volunteers at the station go visit Anapan at home.  Their intent was to listen to him and to hopefully have the opportunity to share why they talk about God so much on air.  During the talk they were able to share the Gospel message with him and that day Anapan committed his life to Christ! 
	
Pastor G
He is Pastor G* but remembers a time when searcher better described his experience. Another time he became convinced—not by a human being but by God’s Holy Spirit—that his identity needed to include the term sinner. His story is like those of many others from Thailand who now follow Jesus Christ. A devout Buddhist, he found Christianity interesting. Wanting to study it, he joined a church and began attending Bible studies as faithfully as any believer. After about six months, Pastor G concluded that he needed to make a decision: Buddhism or Christianity. He chose to follow Jesus, but still was not convinced that he was a sinner. He even vigorously disagreed with his pastor on this subject. Then during a church service he became convinced by the Holy Spirit that yes, indeed he had rebelled against God’s ways and rejected divine love. Breaking into tears, he turned from his sins. Since then, Pastor G has had a desire to serve the Lord. He started Christian work in a town, but then moved to a small rural center 18 years ago. The congregation, small and impoverished, followed God and watched Him turn their group into a thriving church with over 200 people. In fact, the church members hope to build a new facility, having outgrown their present meeting site.
The “G” could well stand for the color green, which is his favorite. He loves it so much that the church he pastors is a pale shade of green. The recording studio that the church operates even has acid green-painted egg cartons covering the walls. The egg cartons are necessary to help with sound. The color green is all for fun. As much as Pastor G wants to brighten up his community with color, one area was sorely in need of some brightening: the transmitter. Already old and with a tendency to overheat, it was damaged by a lightning strike just days before Pastor G hosted radio training for members of his church. The station’s antenna had been damaged by poorly installed connections. With help from HCJB Global and the Thai Christian Radio Network (TCRN), the church acquired better equipment. Recent training attended by the new announcers is helping to color the lives and souls of all who tune in. The station still airs primarily Christian programming but is blending in features on sports, women’s issues, health and programs for children. The training prompted the airing of seven new programs. On the air for about two years, Pastor G’s intent is to provide encouragement and to nurture Christian listeners in their faith, as well as share the love of Jesus with those who do not yet know Him. “We want to show non-Christians that Christians can be their friends,” said Pastor G. 
	
Pastor Tim, who ministers in Thailand, knew that God had called him to reach beyond the walls of his church to be a bigger part of reaching the nation for Christ. After four years of effort, Pastor Tim was granted a radio license by the Thai government. Because of his vision, HCJB Global and other partners joined forces to launch the station. When HCJB Global trainers arrived, they were greeted by 24 local believers, each wanting to learn how to use radio to teach practical skills. But more importantly, each one wanted to learn how to use radio to share the gospel. There was a rice farmer who wanted to teach people how to grow rice and how to meet Jesus. There was a nurse who wanted to share practical health tips that would open the door for her to share the gospel. There were even several teenagers who wanted to host a program to reach their peers and talk about social issues from a biblical perspective. Today, the station is thriving and lives are being touched. God planted a vision in one man who was obedient to the call. The result is now a dynamic ministry, reaching a generation of people in an area where many have never heard of Jesus Christ or eternal hope. 
	
A local DJ in southern Thailand reported, I answered a phone call from a Muslim listener. He said for several days he had listened to my program at midnight, and he told me how it had changed his life. He asked for a Bible and CD of recorded programs.
	
A male listener in a closed country bordering Thailand wrote, “I have been listening to your Christian radio station almost 2 months. My life has been changed from dissatisfaction to finding peace in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now I am a new person in the Lord! I have even learned how to pray through teaching on the radio, and I am going to attend a Thai church nearby.”
	
Call-in shows have proven to be popular in Thailand. One night an announcer at Joy FM received a first-time call from a listener. She was hurting after a relationship went sour involving a DJ from another radio station. He took advantage of her love for him and cheated her out of $3,300. When she heard about real love, God’s love, on Joy FM she understood that her experience was not real love. The announcer prayed with her that night and she found true love in Christ. 
	
A partner station in Thailand brings light to a very dark place: the district with the highest suicide rate in the country. This district needs Jesus and those who volunteer at the station know it. The station even runs spots saying “If   you think no one loves you and you are just a failure, someone does still love you. Contact Happy FM.”  A woman remembered that spot when she was considering suicide and called the radio studio. She talked to the pastor and found out she was indeed loved, by Christ HER savior.
	
Two ladies in Thailand were exhausted and burdened by life not working out the way they wanted. One day they wanted to listen to the radio and dialed around looking for something to listen to. Happy FM happened to be the station they settled on. The DJ told of the importance of praying to God with any problem and encouraged   listeners to follow Him. They went to the radio studio to meet and talk with the DJ.  That Sunday they went to church services and accepted Christ as their savior.
	
Suicide is all too often seen as the solution to a hard life in Thailand. One man desired to take the same way out of life that many others had—by killing himself. He listened to Happy FM at the same time. Before he went through with it, he went to the radio station. The pastor there talked to him and invited him to church. The man went to the service the next Sunday and decided to follow Christ. Instead of taking his life, it was renewed and restored. 
	
Radio can be a comforting friend to someone who is bed-ridden. A lady in Thailand found Happy FM to be a particularly great friend. The pastor found out about her and paid her a visit. He shared the gospel with her during the visit. He prayed with her and she committed her life to Christ right there in her home.
	
Jesus said He came to this world to give peace. He’s using a radio station called Peace FM in Thailand to do just that. A long time listener of the station called in saying he wanted to go to church. He was encouraged by the positive programming on the station and wanted to know why Christians had such good principles. He wanted to become a Christian himself. He went to church where leaders told him more about Christ and the life of hope, peace, and love Christ came to give people. After the conversation the man said he desires to accept Christ. 
	
A man called in to Hope Radio in Thailand the first time he listened to the station. He was an alcoholic, but felt like something was telling him to quit drinking. He talked to the DJ about his alcoholism and he was told that God could help him. The caller said “Now I have a new life and see the light because I walk out of darkness.” 
	
Listening to the radio can change a life. A teacher in Thailand listened to a Christian radio station and came to Christ as a result of what she heard. Before she had been an angry person to the point that her students were very afraid of her. After she came to Christ she was kind and calm, though somewhat cautious in listening to the radio at school. She would turn the volume down low and listen, hoping not to get caught. She was afraid one day when a friend did hear the radio playing. The friend asked her about what she was listening to, then said to turn up the volume. After listening the friend told her that what the teacher was hearing on the radio was what was changing her life. Her friend was impressed with the   teacher’s new habits and new life. 
	
Radio reaches people almost anywhere in life. A man in Thailand was driving through an area away from home and was searching the radio dial for a station to listen to. He came across the encouragement program on DFM. The program intrigued him so much he pulled into a gas station so he could sit and listen for a while. He ended up calling to talk to the DJ to ask about Jesus. The Sunday after the conversation the man went to church close to where he lives. The DJ had prayed with him and encouraged him to accept Christ. The man did just that.
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/asia-pacific/guilt-besieged-woman-finds-forgiveness-and-hopes-to-proclaim-it-via-radio.html:  Mrs. B. had already mapped out her intended last motorbike ride, planning to steer it in front of a large truck to end her life. Depression had accompanied the loss of her restaurant after she’d made some poor business decisions. When the thought occurred to Mrs. B. that she would be survived by a young son unable to care for himself, she determined that he would die with her. Later, her aging father came to mind, and he, too, needed her. So Mrs. B. changed her mind, determining to plod on in her troubled life. A devout Buddhist, she went to a temple where she was told that she would have to give gifts to nine different temples in one day. That’s how she would achieve penance, she was told. Already running late at the third temple, the monk in charge yelled at her, saying it would have been better if she hadn’t come at all. Fearing she would be cut off from any help, Mrs. B continued searching for ways to pay penance for her guilt. She explored various faith systems and religions to no avail. Finally she was told by a friend, “You’ve tried everything else, but not Christianity. Why don’t you go to church?” Hearing a guest speaker at the church talk of Jesus’ forgiveness, Mrs. B. believed in Christ and felt the weight of her guilt lifted from her shoulders. In the last seven years she has continued to follow the Lord who delivered her from her sins. The guest speaker was a brother of a man affiliated with the radio organization that partners with HCJB Global in an effort to evangelize and disciple the people of Thailand. In fact, the pastor at the church where Mrs. B. first heard of Jesus’ forgiveness would like to establish a community radio station where the gospel is preached. Today Mrs. B. is back in the restaurant business, specializing in offering customers healthy foods, particularly meals with fresh greens. Broadening her experience, she took broadcast training after learning that her pastor would need trained announcers. Mrs. B. hopes to have an impact on others in her community with the good news that Jesus Christ offers people freedom in Him.
	
Chet feels that this type of programming will be great for his town and looks forward to   how God will use the station. He joined right in with the heavy, dirty work with the   construction crew in his eagerness to see the   new building complete. One member of the   crew was so impressed with the love and   acceptance he felt from Chet that he brought   his family to church. He wanted to find out   what motivated such a man to behave in such   an uncommon way and was introduced to the   real Builder, the ultimate Cornerstone.
	
A pastor connected with one of the radio stations told us: “I received a call at the radio station from a guy whose sister is a Christian. She was sick and she told her brother it was because she had taken the Lord’s Supper improperly, and this made God angry, so he caused her sickness. From that moment he thought the Christian God is an angry god. Then he tuned into Good Radio and called us. He said he would like to know why our God is an angry god. I explained to him who God is, and that He is a God of mercy. The conversation took so long that my phone battery ran completely dead! I found my charger and called him back to keep the conversation going. We spoke until late that night, and the guy finally understood that our God is love, and his sister probably was believing some erroneous teaching. The best part: he prayed to accept Christ that night!” 
	
During the week he sells pink bicycles, flat screen televisions, and even gas cookers. On the weekend he’s committed to pastoring a congregation of around 60 people. Pastor Kla and his church have a big dream to see their small-town church grow to the point of filling their current building. Their newly refurbished radio station will hopefully help make that dream come true. The radio station has been on the air for about three years. Pastor Kla was concerned that the programming wasn’t relevant to the community, but few people in the church had the courage to present live programs. As they were trying to overcome this obstacle, a new edict came down from the government requiring community radio stations to produce at least 50% of their programs locally. The few courageous announcers could not keep up with that kind of demand. Then disaster struck the station: the transmitter broke. Help came when Pastor Kla had a conversation with a team member from the Thai Christian Radio Network, HCJB Global’s main Thai partner. That conversation eventually led to HCJB Global sending two team members and a transmitter to the station in April. The new transmitter meant the station could go back on air. HCJB Global provided classes over several days to teach volunteers how to make announcements in between songs, write scripts for longer programs, and how to produce programming that is most relevant to the listener. Training can certainly help those who are more timid become more confident in their skills, something this station needed. With help from churches in neighboring towns Pastor Kla will develop a schedule and encourage those volunteering at the station to look beyond their fear to God and the way He can transform their community with His love.


TONGA
2009-03 :  Spiritual revival on the South Pacific island nation of Tonga was evident as Willy Florian hosted an evening radio program. Florian, who attended HCJB Global’s Radio School of Mission in Singapore in 2007, said “something unusual happened” during his show. “I was sharing the story of the bleeding woman who touched Jesus by faith, and the story of Jairus whose daughter had been raised from the dead, and these stories touched the listeners,” he said. “The presence of God was so strong that people began sharing on the air how they were being blessed by God’s Word—many weeping.” His program lasted an extra three hours that night, ending at 1 a.m. More than 100 people had called. “It was as if the people of Tonga were coming for repentance,” Florian said.


EUROPE/EURASIA
· Fewer than 2 % of those in Europe and Eurasia actively follow Christ.
· Islam claims four times as many adherents in Europe as Christianity
· Proportionally fewer Christ-followers live in Poland and Spain than in Nepal & Japan
· German theologian Helmut Thielicke said, “The gospel must be preached afresh and told in new ways to every generation, since every generation has its own unique questions. The gospel must constantly be forwarded to a new address, because the recipient is repeatedly changing his place of residence.”  
· From the 75th anniversary book, quoting Eric Moore, former Regional Director:
“I am excited about having opportunities to reach the million in Europe/Eurasia who have never heard the gospel. I ask you to cry out to the Lord with me to send believers who would count the cost, do what it takes and be willing to reach their people. For some in the region, the persecution is seen as a test of faith, faithfulness, endurance and trust in the Lord. I believe these are critical days and we need to work together wholeheartedly while we have the opportunity.”

BALKANS
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/europe-eurasia/bringing-hope-to-victims-of-domestic-abuse-and-the-unemployed-in-balkan-nation.html:  Bringing Hope to Victims of Domestic Abuse and the Unemployed in Balkan Nation 
In the former Yugoslavia, victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence would receive just six months’ respite—six months’ protection in a “house of refuge” before they were forced to return home again, often back into the arms of their abusers. Carlos and Laura (fictitious names used for security reasons), Colombian Operation Mobilization (OM) missionaries in the Balkan nation trained at HCJB Global’s Corrientes missionary mentoring program in Quito, Ecuador, quickly saw a need and responded to it. Since their arrival in the country in 2010, they have developed a social integration program to give hope to women and children who have suffered sexual abuse or domestic violence. Additionally, through a microbusiness program and church planting work, they are bringing dignity to the citizens and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them. After moving from Colombia to Ecuador for work and seeing their own business venture collapse, Carlos and Laura felt God saying to them, “The time that you had to invest in yourselves is over, and this is the time for you to focus on my kingdom—on what I want you to do in my kingdom.” As they prayed for countries which had been torn apart by war, God gave them a burden for the nation. “One night,” Carlos recalled, “my wife said to me, ‘What would you say if we started to focus on going to [the Balkan country]?’ There were certain things that caught our attention and one was that it was a country in a Muslim context. The second was that it had been through the disruption of war and we are from a country at war. And the third is that we’re passionate about it.” Two years later—12 years for Laura since she had first felt called to missionary service—the couple began to develop a new ministry in the country as part of a small team based in a nearby city. Through microbusiness training, Carlos and Laura helped a family make and sell knitted products, while assisting another in producing and selling jam, now on the shelves of local supermarkets. As they worked with the families, they also shared their faith. Carlos said that “one of the families is visiting us in our meetings that we are running on Sundays where we share the gospel…. The woman [in that family] has accepted Jesus as her personal Savior and her husband is coming to the meetings.” As the couple began to settle into life in the Balkan country, they were moved by the plight of women and children who had been sexually abused or suffered domestic violence. “Women who have survived violence, by necessity have to return to their homes because there isn’t a program enabling social re-entry for them,” explained Carlos. “So, seeing this situation, we decided to open the doors of our house so that they could come and live with us.” Last May the program was formalized as Operation Restoration, a national nongovernmental organization. “We have a house equipped with everything necessary so that they can live there with their children and we provide psychological help,” Carlos continued. The center also offers rehabilitation, art therapy, and classes in sewing, woodwork and information technology. Young girls who haven’t finished high school are able to continue studying for exams. Another strand of their outreach, interconnected with microbusiness training and their work with abused women and children, is relationship building and church planting. “We invite our friends [to church], and there we have the opportunity to share the gospel in a more direct way,” related Carlos. Last February they celebrated the inauguration of a church plant called Road of Salvation, the sister church of another congregation by the same name. Throughout their preparation time and ministry in the former Yugoslavia, Laura and Carlos have been grateful for the support of Corrientes. “We think that what Corrientes has done—enabling us to speak with missionaries who have spent years serving on the field—is priceless, it’s priceless,” said Carlos. “I think that each one of the missionaries inspired us with what they told us about how God had worked through their lives,” added Laura. “And it was also a very sincere encounter with them of sharing very intimate things.” Carlos and Laura are in their second month of a five-month home ministry assignment in Ecuador while team members continue with the work in Europe in their absence. A family from Korea and a missionary from the U.S. recently joined the eight-member team. In January a missionary couple from the U.K. will provide further support. As Carlos and Laura think about returning to the Balkan nation next year, they’re excited about what lies ahead: “Our great expectation is that we could work not only with women, but also with the three men who are going to join our team. Pray that we could work with men, too, and that God would grant us success in the strategies we’re thinking about using in working with young people and furthering evangelism.”

CENTRAL ASIA
A testimony from a believer at a conference for reaching Central Asia (from a November 2009 report) – doesn’t have a real HCJB Global connection, but we work with believers to produce radio programs in this man’s language and broadcast them back into his country from powerful MW transmitters outside the region.
He came to Christ when he was 19. Now he is 30. His Mother was from Ukraine. She came to this country when she was young and she married his father while he was still a Muslim. Until he was 19 he didn’t know there were real people who worshipped God. When his family was having hard times, he attended his first Christian meeting in Ukraine. The message had a powerful impact on him. He learned through his experience there are no difficulties too great for God. He surrendered his life to Christ that year and also got married (at 19). His wife also became a believer, and they began praying for his Father. They prayed and fasted for his Father for one year. They took hold of the passage which says, “You and your family will be saved,” and God miraculously fulfilled His promise. His Father came to Christ after one year, but they prayed that not only his Father would come to Christ, but that he would also be a servant of Christ. He is now a pastor in a major city. He explained that after the father came to Christ, God began to use him. They started with 6 people in their church in their city. God released the Father of one of the women in their church from 20 years of drug addiction. They have about 200 members in their church now (most are another language group, in which they preach –though they also use Russian, too). In the region where they live, there are many in both these language groups, as well as some in two other language groups. They have small groups not only in their town, but around their region. The vision of their church is to raise up true servants of Jesus. This man has 14 leaders who work with him and each of them lead a cell group. They received their registration in 2005. They began renting a restaurant for their meetings. The owner of the restaurant was a former Lieutenant Colonel in the KGB. He helped them with their registration, and as long as they have been meeting in his restaurant, none of the secret police have bothered them! He said God has given them a protector! They would like to start a center for drug addicts. They also want to begin a leadership development ministry and send workers to other places, initially, in their own country.
	
Our national partner maintains a website in the region, and in addition to music and podcasts of the radio broadcasts, there is a chat room. Although the primary purpose of the website is to disciple and encourage the believers who are isolated and often under government scrutiny, there is increasing response from non-Christians. There is a volunteer group of young people involved in engaging Muslim questioners in the chat rooms. Pray that these interactions will result in hearts turning to God. One participant posted: “You say that Jesus is equal with God. Could you please give me information about Jesus’ teaching?”
	
“Hello dears of God. God bless you all. Yesterday, a friend of mine came to Jesus. We have been talking a lot and it took long time. We had many problems and difficulties, but The Holy Spirit won. I am totally thankful to God. I thank you for your service you do.”   . And later, “The friend of mine came to Jesus, I have told you about recently. So, that friend of mine brought another person to Jesus Christ. God can do miracles to change hearts. I am so happy. I wish His grace to fall on our country.”
	
Praise God for the ways in which radio is having great impact on lives in Central Asia! HCJB Global has trained local believers to produce radio programs that are broadcast into the closed countries in Central Asia. Our national partner also maintains two websites in the region, and one feature is a chat room, which is seeing increasing response from non-Christians. One man began viewing our website and, as a Muslim, he was very aggressive and posted lots of angry messages. The young people who have been trained to interact with these posts kept on explaining more and more about Christianity until that man finally became a believer himself. He now is one of the people who interact online in the forum with Muslims, explaining the Truth to them. He also started a little group of his own where he uses the materials from the website and radio for evangelism. Pray for the salvation of many listeners and the discipleship and encouragement of secret believers in Central Asia.
	
Praise God for the ways in which radio is having great impact on lives in Central Asia! The radio program “Heart Companion” is getting an impressive response from radio listeners. While the program helps to disciple the church, it also encourages believers to recognize that they are not alone. The program’s goal is to stimulate believers to share their faith in a relevant, non-confrontational way. Those working on the programs for the broadcasts and website encourage listeners/viewers who are Christians to join together with other believers in “fellowship groups”. They recognize that many new believers have a better understanding of the Quran than the Gospel, so they equip the audience to study the Bible for themselves and to be able to share their faith with others. Pray for the salvation of many listeners and the discipleship and encouragement of secret believers in Central Asia.
	
Praise God for the ways in which radio is having great impact on lives in Central Asia! A group of secret believers in Central Asia began meeting together because they had listened to one of our radio programs that discussed home fellowships. Now they get together as a “church”. They sing together with the radio broadcast, listen to the preaching programs and then discuss the teaching. Discipleship by radio in a country where it is difficult to be a follower of Christ! Pray for the salvation of many listeners and the discipleship and encouragement of secret believers in Central Asia.
	
Hello dear God loved! Please pray for me. I have problems in my marriage life. I have some problems with my spouse, especially in relationships. You know, right now God opened the truth through your radio. I feel really in difficulty. I would like to share something with you. There is a woman in your radio programs who had the same kind of problems with her husband. I have heard that God answered her prayers and made their relationships better. I also ask God for changes. I also ask God to change my husband’s heart. But God Himself right through your radio answered me and comforted me. His Love is endless! Dear friends, please join my prayers. My husband is not against Jesus Christ but he still cannot trust Him. Thank you in advance. God bless you all. …. Hello dears! I would like to thank you. Thank you for your prayers. I’ve been sharing bad news with you, but it is time to share good news with you. My husband has started changing. Our Lord is working in him. Praise the Lord. I thank you all. Please, keep praying for me. God bless you all.
	
 (written by Petra Weise, based on a true story)
Let me tell you the story of Helena and Alexander, two children living in a major city in Central Asia. Alexander and Helena are siblings. Helena is 5 years old, and she enjoys going to preschool, meeting with all her little friends there. Alexander is three years older than Helena. He goes to elementary school and can read and write. Sometimes Helena thinks her brother is very bossy, but most of the time they get along very well. Alexander and Helena are just like any other children in their country except for the fact that their parents are Christians, and both children love the Lord Jesus. Every Sunday the family goes to that big church in their city. Alexander and Helena love to go to Sunday school – or loved to go there until recently….
It was a Sunday in May when something really worrying happened. Shortly after the service had started, there was a loud bang and men in uniforms entered the church. Alexander told his sister later that these men in uniforms were policemen, soldiers and people from the government. They even burst into the Sunday school rooms where the children were meeting. There were loud shouts—strict voices—and Helena and Alexander could see that the men were carrying guns. Then the uniformed men started to ask the children and their teachers all sorts of questions. They asked for their names, their addresses and the reason why the children were at church.
Helena was so scared that she couldn’t speak a word, but Alexander gave all the details. The interviews took a long time, and Helena became tired, but she wasn’t allowed to sleep. After a while she started to weep silently, and even Alexander could not comfort her.
Hours later, their parents were allowed to enter the room. Helena was relieved and hoped that they could go home now. But they couldn’t. The whole family and some of their friends were whisked away in a police car.  Alexander said that they were going to the police headquarters, but after a while the car stopped, and the children were ordered to leave the car. They were dropped off in a part of the city that Alexander didn’t know, and they were worried they might not find their way home.
But all was good when their grandma who had followed the police car discovered them on the pavement of a busy road. So they were safe. But they were worried because they didn’t know what happened to their mom and dad. They didn’t come back home for 15 days, and every time their grandma left to make enquiries, she came back crying. Finally, the whole family was reunited, but many things have changed. Their mom is very worried, and she asked her children not to sing songs about Jesus so loud anymore. They still go to church, but it was only after their grandma told them about Paul and Timothy and the early Christians that Helena and Alexander became brave enough to go back to Sunday school.
	
Dear brothers and sisters! I work as physician in a small private clinic and also I am a part of the leadership in a Christian humanitarian social program. I came to the conference because I thought I could help others by being a translator. God is faithful. He knows ahead of all our plans and expectations. While here, I found that the most important thing is not that Lord used me - the most important is that He spoke to me. I received confirmation of His calling to serve on the mission field. God spoke to me that He wants me to be radical in my Christian life. Radical in obedience and serving Him following His step. I pray for you who helped me to come to the conference. The Lord used you to serve my spiritual needs, to speak to me. God has for every one of us a special mission. Let us take the cross and follow our Lord Jesus with radical obedience. 
	
Hello dear narrators of radio. I was talking with my friend yesterday. I was surprised to hear about your website from them. Because I did not even know that they know it. Suddenly they started talking about radio. It’s amazing. I heard that many of them do listen to your radio and some of them find a comfort for their hearts. I just wanted to tell you this news. I wish your service be more and more fruitful. God is really great! 
	
Hello radio station! I was not able to talk to you for a long time. I have so many reasons. But the main thing is that we are still listening to your radio. Your radio is pretty famous among our community church. I am talking about our meeting of our neighbors. There are three families in our meetings. It is amazing that we were just four people in the beginning. But now we are sixteen. We try to listen to your programs each day. As far as I know, you put your programs also on the website. It is good because many young people now spend their time on the Internet. For example, young people in our village go to Internet cafes after the school. Unfortunately I am far from using the internet. That is why I asked my daughter to write you. I don’t even know how to type on the keyboard. We are always busy. There is no time for us to learn the computer stuff. The season of cotton picking is coming to an end. Now we are going to plant the wheat and start the preparation for the winter. We will have a rest in the winter. It means we will have enough time to study the Word. Dear brothers, we thank you for your service. 
	
Hello dear narrators of radio. I listen to your radio very often. I download them from your website and listen with my friends. In the program about prayer you say that we can send our prayer request and that you will pray for us. Well, we have one request. We ask you to pray for us. We are students. We rent a room with my friends. It is difficult to study. It is difficult to pay for study and the price is getting higher and higher. Recently our friend left the institute because he was not able to pay for it. Many students are leaving the institute because of lack of money, even from the 3rd year. Could you please pray for us students? 
	
In one of the Central Asian countries, a family was living a normal life from day to day until one of their children died. This broke the heart of the mother, and she searched everywhere to bring back the peace that had gone from her heart. After she tried several times to commit suicide, her husband gave her the freedom to go wherever she wanted to search for the peace that eluded her. One day her good friend invited her to go to church. When she returned home, her husband saw in her face the light of a joy that she had never had before. She had received Christ. That church, which was near their home, had a meeting once each week. Her husband, hearing what had happened to her, joyfully told her, “You may go to that church every day if you wish because I am so happy that you have joy!” After some time, the husband came to Christ, too, and he is now a leader of that church.


IRELAND – LIFE FM AND FOCUS ON THE FAMILY (Ireland is 1.5% evangelical)
Ireland has one of the highest suicide rates in Europe. The station HCJB Global helped launch in Cork produced a series of special programs on gambling that highlight the fact that gambling addicts have a higher suicide rate than drug & alcohol addicts, and people with chronic depression. Experts estimate that the number of problem gamblers in Ireland could very well total five times that of the average country! These are groundbreaking programs, as they consist of the most extensive research conducted on the subject in Ireland to date. The programs were recognized for awards and have been picked up nationwide by secular stations. One of the presenters became a believer through relationship with the Life FM radio staff.
	
Our current partnership with Focus on the Family in Ireland is bearing fruit. This partner recently invited a group from Teen Challenge to share in an outreach to Moyross, Limerick (one of the worst areas in the country for suicide, drug abuse and violence). Every household in town was invited and all were pleased at the crowd that came. Thank God that the Focus on the Family radio program is being well received on the secular radio stations as it is aired six times a week in five major cities.
	
“Once a beautiful place, in more recent years Limerick has been nicknamed “stab city” due to the high homicide rate. Poverty, drug and alcohol abuse, domestic and random violence are rampant. After years of prayer by a local group of believers (including Focus on the Family Ireland – the organization with which the Basicks will begin working this month), community leaders have invited them to be instrumental in the Limerick Regeneration Project. The prayer meetings that began with ten people are now up to 50 meeting regularly—expecting the Lord to do something big. 
	
One project Focus is participating in is the Limerick Regeneration Project. Here’s Roger’s report:  This past month was a great one for outreach in Limerick. Thanks for praying for the family day. We had beautiful weather and it was fantastic all around—a good crowd, great food, live music, and a couple of guys shared their testimonies with the community. Many people were interested in learning more, and have invited us back again for further development. The Lord has really opened some doors for ministry as well with Focus on the Family’s “How to Drug-Proof Your Kids” program – two commercial radio stations have recently asked us to air this program on their station.
	
“Things continue to move forward with Focus on the Family and Transformation Limerick. The community day we helped with in September has been followed up consistently with service projects for needy members in the Moyross neighborhood each Saturday, and every Monday evening they have a prayer meeting in the community centre. Two weeks ago, a born-again member of the Traveler community came from another county to share his testimony. Thirty new people from the community came to hear him, twenty came forward for prayer afterwards, and fifteen people prayed to give their lives to the Lord! Our director  said it was an incredible night. He asked that we not only praise the Lord with them; but also keep long-term discipleship in mind, as follow up and sustained growth needs to be a high priority. Pray for more laborers!”
	
Testimony from station staff at partner Life FM in Cork, Ireland:  I was raised in Ireland. When I turned 19, I moved to America and lived there for 31 years. My life was a mess from drinking and drugs. I had lost one job from tardiness and was about to lose another one. I remember setting my radio alarm to J. Vernon McGee [founder and teacher on the “Thru the Bible Radio” program]. I hated McGee’s southern voice and his verbiage. Because of that, I would get out of bed when the radio came on in the morning. I couldn’t stand listening to him. It was anger toward him that gave me the energy to get up and out the door and to work on time. What I didn’t realize was that God used J. Vernon McGee to reach me. I was listening to his message and it was softening me to eventually accept Christ. Today, I am back in Ireland volunteering my time to the first Christian radio station that will reach my     people with God’s message of salvation. 


POLAND
We have been married for 4 years. I came from a family of alcoholics. I was hoping my life would be better, that I would be a good wife and mother. But I am horrible, I can only communicate by shouting and quarrels. My child is scared of me, my husband rejects me saying that people like me, from pathological environments, should not have a family. He is a good man, but I think we cannot go on living together. A priest has told me that for the good of my family, I should leave home. I have had a breakdown and I’m considering suicide. I am getting medical help but it has no effect. What can I do?  I lack the strength to live. My whole world has collapsed. I have nothing, not even hope. How can I change my life so that I don’t harm others or myself? I even lack the courage to commit suicide. Is there any chance for me? 
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/europe-eurasia/testimony-polish-listener-goes-from-seeker-to-e-coach.html:  Testimony: Polish Listener Goes from Seeker to ‘E-coach’ :  For most of her 36 years, Liliana’s spiritual life seemed adequate, but not offering her an abundance of promise. A young Polish woman, Liliana claimed to be one of God’s followers, but she later appraised this relationship as distant at best. “I had always considered myself to be a believer,” she said. “I was a good person. I attended church and recited the prayers. As for ‘praying,’ that was just asking for things and sometimes saying, ‘Thank you.’” Gaps were evident, as Liliana recalled later. “I had no idea I could worship God. I didn’t know how to read the Bible,” she admitted. “I tried to gain God’s favor by doing good deeds.” Fear was a constant companion. Suffering from cancer, which threatened both her life and the possibility of having children, Liliana said that God seemed so far away, unable or unwilling to answer her prayers. She didn’t know where to turn. Driving to work one day in 2008, she happened upon a local station in the Radio CCM network. “Then I heard an advertisement directing me to CCM’s Internet radio site, Odkryj Radio,” she related. “Listening to Odkryj, I heard preaching from God’s Word—examples from the Bible and stories about Jesus and how He acted in people’s lives.” Sometime later, feeling especially low, she listened more and heard that she should open her heart to Jesus, trusting Him as Savior and acknowledging Him as Lord. “I consciously invited Jesus into my heart and entrusted Him with my life,” Liliana said. “I didn’t have to be frightened anymore!” It was March 27, 2009, a red-letter day for Liliana. The Lord also healed her of cancer and gave her a whole new reason for living. Brimming with questions about this newfound faith, Liliana found answers at the Jesus.net website. “On this site I found another website address, recommended with the words, ‘A good place to go with your questions.’” By following this lead, she was soon being “e-coached” by an online counselor at CCM named Theresa who answered the questions and introduced her to take the online Bible study, “Why Jesus?” Theresa then suggested she start meeting with a group of Christians, so Liliana signed up for the Alpha course at a local evangelical church. The Alpha course focuses on the basics of the Christian faith. “I learned to pray and read my Bible every day,” she said. “My participation in Mass changed. It stopped being stiff and standardized and became a meeting with the living God. I was born again!” Growing rapidly in her Christian walk, Liliana joined a Bible-believing church and got involved with the CCM station which had introduced her to Christ. CCM is HCJB Global’s partner in southern Poland with six FM stations and nearly 600,000 listeners. She trained as an e-coach herself, becoming one of more than 160 CCM volunteers who answer questions and offer encouragement and advice to the network’s radio and website respondents seeking spiritual answers. “She joined our workshop for the first time in Wisla,” said Henryk Krol, director of CCM Media. “She also began attending the station’s women’s prayer group where the members began praying for her husband’s salvation.” A closed person in Krol’s appraisal, the husband eventually sent Liliana a text message nonetheless. It read, “Please give me a short instruction about what should I do to accept Jesus.” Liliana quickly complied, and her husband responded almost immediately, saying he too, had given his life to the Lord Jesus. They began attending the prayer group together. Krol said that e-coaches are matched up with seekers to have the maximum impact on their lives. “For example, if a seeker is struggling with drinking, he would be connected with someone who had also battled alcoholism,” he explained. “The same applies to depression. The role of e-coach is to inspire other people and work to give them answers.” Many seekers are referred to local pastors or encouraged to take the “Why Jesus?” course. “Every day we have more than 1,000 new people visiting the webpage,” Krol added. “Out of those about 200 will make decisions for the Lord and about 10 percent of these will fill out a contact form. Then we’ll connect each one of these with an e-coach.” Liliana said she is thrilled to be one of these faithful volunteers, making a different in the lives of others. “Now that I’m trained as an e-coach, I am helping others discover the only way [to God],” she said.
	
 “I listened to “Unshackled” on Radio CCM. It was the testimony of a drunkard who had totally ruined his life and that of his family, too – it was a picture of me! I was contacted by you and a light appeared in my life! I am a changed man now! I met Jesus! The restoration process has started. I still need help, but I know I am on the right track.   Francszek
	
I am very glad to have found your web page. The words have, literally brought me peace and release from my pain and fears.  I want wholeheartedly to give my life to Jesus, my entire life. Up until now my existence has been hopelessness, overwhelming weakness, escaping from reality into dreams, plus a fear of life and responsibility. Everything in me wants abundant life. I greet you and look forward to your e-mail.   Angelica, 25
	
A guy was driving a car, listening to a song by one Christian artist. He really liked the song. He went to YouTube and searched for the name of the artist. He opened the song. Right under it there was a link to our lookingforgod.com site. Out of curiosity, he pressed the button and entered the page. He went to all the programs and clicked the decision button and talked with the e-coach for quite some time to find out how to become a Christian. Now he is an active member of the local church. He sent us back a letter telling us this story. 
	
The latest promotional events have brought us a lot of joy, here are the details of one of them. Radio FEST rented three “monster” trucks and drove round the residential streets and public areas distributing food, drinks and Radio Fest souvenirs (paid for by our sponsors). Through the day our announcers informed listeners where the trucks would be in the next few minutes and asked the listeners to be there. It was very moving that despite the rain there was always a lot of listeners waiting. Some them were almost crying, overjoyed at the chance to meet their favorite presenters. It showed us how many people listen to us and like us and choose to listen to us every day. They treat us like family.
	
“Thank you so much for the “Why Jesus?” course and for helping me to make the most important decision of my life. For various reasons, I had left the church, but you helped me to see that I must have fellowship with other believers. Sensing God’s presence, I picked up the phone and called my former pastor. We met, I felt released, I apologized for my previous rough words and bad behavior. I am so thankful to God for His guidance, now I want to obey Him fully. The glory belongs to Him, but a big thank you for your inspiration. May the Lord bless you. Krystyna “
	
Where can I find the strength to believe? I am already tired. Krystyna, age 16.


RUSSIA
I was born in unbeliever’s family. I was obedient child, studied in school very well, did not smoke, did not drink alcohol but I felt that I did not have something in my life. Sometime I switched on radio receiver and heard Christian radio program. It was 5 years ago when I was 14 years old. I liked it and I wrote a letter with request to help me to get more information about God. They sent me New Testament. I started read it and then I understood what I did not have in my life – relationship with Jesus Christ. I actually listened Christian programs and one day I decided to follow by Jesus. A Christian broadcast helped me to find Lord. After school I entered in Christian university. My mother came to Christ after Christian radio programs too. My aunt suffered from alcohol’s dependence. Now she do not drink. She listens Word of God, reads Bible. Naugolniy Vitaliy 
Praise God for the ways in which radio making a difference in Russia! Inna listened to our partner’s satellite radio programs from her home in Serbia and was intrigued by what she heard. When she came to Moscow to study, she called the station. The program host [HCJB Global-Russia’s national director] invited her to his church, and there she received Christ as Savior. Last summer, she attended a radio-training seminar we hosted, and today she's on the air four hours a day, reaching other young people like herself with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray for program producers in Russia as they seek to touch the hearts of listeners.
	
Praise God for the ways in which radio making a difference in Russia! One listener wrote, “Hello dears of God. Yesterday a friend of mine came to Jesus. We have been talking a lot and it took long time, but the Holy Spirit won. I am totally thankful to God. I thank you for your service you do [radio programs].” And a few weeks later she wrote again, “The friend of mine that came to Jesus -- that friend of brought another person to Jesus Christ. God can do miracles to change hearts.” Pray for a region in Russia with 6 million Muslims and fewer than 1,000 Christians as we air radio programs weekly in this area.
	
I have received your mp3 disc with Christian programs. Thank you. With interest I heard it and gave it to guys here so they can listen to it. In our situation (prison), this is a good and the only way to reach people with Gospel. Nikolay P. (prisoner)
	
My neighbors very often meet in my house. I turn on a player and let them listen to your disc with programs. Already two ladies went with me to church. Valentina E. (Belarus)
	
I work in a hospital, and while on duty I listen your programs. They are very interesting and induce me to more and more study the Word of God. May God bless you! Elena P. (Ukraine)
	
Let me say thank you from my heart for song that I heard in your radio program “My life is only in You”. I have received this song like a revelation and listened with tears on my eyes. I heartily thank you! 
	
From a listener via our webpage in Russia: “I feel like I have wings after I found you in the huge sea of the Internet—as if a child were given a toy that he was seeking, and can’t let it go!”
	
HCJB Global started broadcasting to Russia via shortwave from Ecuador in 1941, when Communism prevented any Christian influence in the country. For 15 long years, the Russian Language department continued their broadcasts without even knowing if anyone could hear them – but trusting and believing in God’s promise that His Word would not return void. In 1956, a single postcard was received from Russia from a woman who had heard the shortwave transmission from “Golos And” [“Voice of the Andes”] and cherished the way it taught her in her Christian faith. In 1969, when Russia was still closed to the Gospel, a Russian broadcaster and her husband were able to travel to Russia. Knowing she couldn’t risk bringing the woman’s name and address, she memorized them and the couple took a public bus to the address. The woman opened the door and recognized the voice of the wife. She excitedly invited them in, fed them dinner, and sent her children out of the house. In an hour, the children returned, along with about 20 people – the members of the church that had grown up through the teachings of the shortwave broadcasts. HCJB Global and other organizations who were also broadcasting into Russia knew some must be hearing the programs. In 1989 when the ‘Iron Curtain’ came down in Eastern Europe, we all discovered something we knew but could not prove. Now, there was proof. Bob Bowman (of Far East Broadcasting Company) said it best, “When I went into Russia after the fall of communism, I was told there were as many at 39,000 radio churches. People who went to church where there was no pastor. There were people, singing and scripture reading, but it was all done as they gathered around the radio.” A leader in the Baptist group, told Ron Cline that he had received all his Christian Education standing when we sang, kneeling when we prayed and listening to our Russian-language radio producers. He lived in a bunker, and the radio, hooked up to an old car battery, was only used to listen to HCJB. Dad made the boys put on their best cloths to go to ‘radio church’ each Sunday.
	
Letter sent on 65th anniversary of shortwave broadcasts to Russia:  I am Ilya Bozadjy, I am one of the many who, for the first time, heard the blessed message of Jesus through the Voice of the Andes (HCJB), Quito, Ecuador. I well remember when I was 8 years old, in 1958, my parents bought a battery radio receiver, because at that time, in our village, we did not have any electricity. Our family was very, very poor and I remember that on the floor, instead of carpets, we used to spread straw to make the floor warmer. After several days, when I got used to using the radio, one time it happened that I came upon Golos And(the Voice of the Andes). After listening for a short while, I was surprised that they were speaking of some kind of God and Christ. In our village at that time, no one believed that there was a God and nobody thought about this. When I think about this as I am writing now this letter, hot tears are running down my cheeks remembering that great joy that, through radio, God opened to me the way of salvation. At that time I was in first grade. Among my peers, I was the most fearful because we were so poor. I was afraid of everyone, even the girls. Every morning before school I listened to your broadcasts, and only from listening to the broadcasts from Golos And (the Voice of the Andes) I was no longer fearful and I was filled with joy. Also, at the same time, I felt sadness, and left for school sorrowful. My teacher asked me why am I so sad? I confided in the teacher and told him what I had heard about Christ, and that He (Christ) doesn’t harm anyone but invites everyone to heaven. That Jesus suffered for our whole class and for the teacher, Ivan Zaharovich. But the leader of our class was an outspoken antagonist against God, and he punished me because I was carrying on anti-Soviet propaganda. My parents and my sisters stopped loving me. Sometimes they even forbade me to listen to the radio. But nevertheless I tuned in and I gradually began to change for the better and was even more obedient. I fulfilled any assignment my parents gave me in order that they might permit me to listen to the radio broadcasts, and, at times, gradually, others began to listen and this became the normal thing. In 1963 we bought a new radio, because at that time we already had electricity in our home and it became much better to listen. Somewhere Papa got a New Testament, and we began reading it as a family and my parents repented and also all of us children. In 1964 our whole family began to witness in our village and to tell the people about your radio broadcasts and we began to witness about Christ. About a year later, some of the people began to repent. There were fourteen members of our group and they laid hands on my father to be the deacon and later the pastor and preacher. This began in our home in 1964 and by 1987 our meetings in our home had grown to an attendance of 200 with a choir and an orchestra. I love you all from my whole heart and thank all former and present workers in radio Golos And. As a result of your broadcasts, I found salvation in Jesus Christ, AMEN!

UK OFFICE
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/europe-eurasia/young-producer-at-hcjb-global-uk-nets-prestigious-christian-broadcasting-award.html:  Young Producer at HCJB Global-UK Nets Prestigious Christian Broadcasting Award :  Two Christmas elves in the North Pole become complacent and begin to question whether there’s more to Christmas than partying and building toys. As a result, the elves abscond from Santa’s workshop and delve into the modern world, armed with nothing more than a lust for truth and the Encyclopedia Britannica. It’s a catchy, humorous theme that also caught the attention of judges who considered radio programs submitted to the annual Jerusalem Awards in London Wednesday, Oct. 16. The contest is held to encourage, promote and reward original, engaging Christian broadcasting. Judges selected the entry, “The Adventures of Wurloc Gnomes and Spotson”—sort of a festive spoof on Sherlock Holmes and Watson—as the top program in the ”Under 25” category, saying it stood out for being “funny and clever.” The show was created by 21-year-old program producer Luke Haley of HCJB Global-UK’s Whistling Frog Productions team for local FM radio station The Pulse in West Yorkshire. Haley, who described himself as “deeply honored,” said, “As soon as I heard [the winner] was me, I couldn’t quite believe it, but not in that kind of blasé Oscars way. I was chuffed to bits.” “This award was for a fantastic audio creation,” added Colin Lowther, chief executive of HCJB Global-UK. “We’ve always known that Luke’s program ideas were bursting with imagination, so to have this confirmed through a national award makes us very proud to have him as part of the team.” Haley began producing radio programs for HCJB Global-UK five years ago after first hearing about the ministry through a meeting at his local church. He hopes to continue his work with the organization in the future. Production team members specialize in making accessible spots of thoughtful, amusing Christian programs for mainstream commercial radio stations as well as offering training to up-and-coming producers. Haley’s program wasn’t the only recognition for HCJB Global-UK on the night. Five other entries were selected as finalists in their categories, alongside the work of producers from across Britain, including numerous entries from the BBC. As ever, competition was fierce with more than 160 entries that were whittled down to a shortlist of 55. This was the latest in a series of awards captured by the ministry nearly every year at the Jerusalem Awards. In 2012 a series of one-minute radio spots called “The Pulse Passion” that aired during Holy Week bested the “Short Form Audio” category.
	
Faith Stories Now a Click Away on Social Media Sites:  http://www.hcjb.org/May-2012/global-briefs.html  A 60-second audio spot called “Toaster Challenge” begins with the question, “So why do people believe in God?” “The Toaster Challenge is mainly an opportunity for one person’s faith story to get a much wider audience on Facebook and Twitter,” says Colin Lowther, chief executive of HCJB Global-UK. “We stuff two rounds of bread (insert two slices) into the toaster,” he’d tell listeners to Radio Station Pulse 2 in West Yorkshire, “then give one person just 60 seconds to tell us a personal story before the toast pops up.”  Briefly, the program invites people in, rather than putting them off. “It’s important in the world of Facebook for users to know that their attention will only be required for 60 seconds. We have secretaries, care workers, builders, teachers, nurses, shop assistants, you name it,” he added. “I guess we’re trying to show that not just pastors and clergy have faith; the person who lives next door or works in the local shop may believe just as much.”
	
Whistling Frog Productions had a very productive Easter! HCJB Global’s expert team of radio producers managed to get Christian material which talked about the real meaning of Easter, onto no less than 20 local commercial radio stations across the UK! This included one feature about the leader of the band who played as the Titanic went down. The message was clear – no matter what trials we go through in life, Jesus will be with us. This creative piece was accepted by the UK Radio Developments company and played on all 16 of its stations from Guildford to Scarborough. You can read the full story in this month’s Voice and Hands publication. 
	
 Praise God for answered prayer regarding the feature about the Titanic that Bruce produced. It was played across the entire network of 16 ‘UKRD’ commercial radio stations on Easter Day. Give thanks too for the possibility of major future input onto these stations. Please pray we may make the most of this opportunity to share the good news creatively on the airwaves.  Pray for the radio presenters who use items from Audiopot in their shows on local, commercial radio stations around the UK. Pray that their listeners will be inspired to seek God.  Thank God for the success of Luke’s Easter radio advertisement for The Real Easter Egg, a chocolate egg that comes with a short story about Jesus and the resurrection. Pray that those who bought the eggs would not just have enjoyed the chocolate, but been reminded of why we celebrate Easter.  
	
Praise God for the way our UK office’s Whistling Frog Productions is making a Christian impact through secular radio! A feature Whistling Frog produced about the Titanic anniversary focused on the Christian testimony of the ship’s bandleader and conveyed the message that Jesus is our hope and will be with us always. The program played across one network of 16 commercial radio stations on Easter Day. A special Easter broadcast in Hindi was also aired on “Sunrise Radio”, a local station near Bradford that attracts Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Buddhist listeners. Whistling Frog also created an Easter radio advertisement for an organization that markets “The Real Easter Egg”, a chocolate egg that comes with a short story about Jesus and the Resurrection. Pray for creativity for our producers and that many listeners in the UK will be prompted to consider their need for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
Christmas might seem a while ago now but we were amazed at a new opportunity that the Lord sent our way to get Christian programming to an Asian audience last December. Sunrise Radio, based in Bradford, broadcasts music and chat in Urdu, Punjabi and English to the Asian community in West Yorkshire. Whistling Frog Productions produced a 5 minute radio feature highlighting the ways that Asian Christians celebrate the Christmas season and why, and Sunrise Radio broadcasted it in a drive time show in Christmas week. We are hoping that we’ll also be able to make something for Sunrise Radio this coming Easter as well.
	
HCJB Global-UK picked up three radio awards last week at two different awards ceremonies for excellence in programming. At the Sandford St. Martin Radio and Television Awards the ministry came away with a Merit Award for a series of five short radio spots played on commercial station the Pulse in West Yorkshire. “The spots (titled ‘Jesus Meek and Mild? As if….’) explored popular misconceptions about the person of Jesus using music, vox pops and punchy commentary,” stated HCJB Global-UK Chief Executive Colin Lowther in a press release. The event took place at Lambeth Palace in London, and the award was presented to the Bradford-based team by the new bishop of Bradford, Nick Baines, who is also chairman of the Sandford St. Martin Trust.
	
Our Whistling Frog Productions team was very pleased to win their latest radio award back in October. Luke Haley is our youngest producer at only 19, yet he managed to scoop the top award in the ‘Easter’ category at the Jerusalem Awards in London, beating the other two finalists who were both BBC stations! Luke’s up-tempo radio spots that he produced for the Pulse of West Yorkshire made quite an impact, and he enjoyed chatting with Sir Timothy and Lady Sainsbury after the ceremony. You can hear Luke’s winning programmes on Audiopot.org - just search for 3:Sixteen.


LATIN AMERICA

Did you know that 80% of Latin Americans don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 

From 75th anniversary book:
“I came to Hospital Vozandes to study family practice medicine. Even though I was an outspoken atheist and critical of all religions, I attended the Spiritual Cardiology Bible study since I respected the missionary doctors and I didn’t want to be a troublemaker. I began to learn and understand what the Bible said, but my heart remained hard. I was greedy, proud and self-centered. I was hard to live with and on the verge of divorce. I knew what I needed to do to change my life, so I admitted that I had sinned, I asked God to forgive me and I accepted Jesus as my Savior. I thank Hospital Vozandes and the medical residency program for giving me an excellent education and more importantly for teaching me about God, who change me and my family, too.”


(REGION-WIDE MINISTRIES)

APOYO
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/acute-needs-revealed-to-travelers-on-floating-missions-conference-in-peru.html  Acute Needs Revealed to Travelers on Floating Missions Conference in Peru 
A few words from his mouth and radio announcer Mauricio Patiño was known in a community hundreds of miles from home. He seemed surprised, but maybe he shouldn’t have been. Along the Ucayali River in Peru, his programs air on Pucallpa-based Radio Maranatha. After being greeted and hugged, Patiño began fielding questions such as “What happened to the Hola Familia (Hi Family) program?” and others by a young teacher, Huendí, who knew all the on-air personalities at the HCJB-ALAS Spanish satellite radio network based in Quito, Ecuador. The new friend knew them by their voices—the way they laughed or how they interacted with people’s social media comments to the show. Patiño’s visit made it all more real. The encounter along the Ucayali was an unexpected delight during a trip in which Patiño had expected to report on medical outreach as part of an unusual “floating missions conference.” He accompanied 60 others—including participants, facilitators, coordinators and four police officers for protection—on the annual outreach. Misión a Bordo (Mission Aboard) took place on the 27-by-91-foot riverboat, the Evangelista, in late September. Conferees—many of them young adults—came from various cities in Peru, Colombia and Ecuador. Patiño was invited by HCJB Global’s pastoral training director, Américo Saavedra, who serves in Quito, Ecuador, but grew up in Pucallpa, the biggest city on the river. In Ucayali River communities, speaking Spanish comes second. The area is populated by eastern Peru’s indigenous Shipibo-Conibo people group. One of Radio Maranatha’s producers dedicates his time to producing Shipibo programs. Patiño said that beyond basic needs of clothing, food, shelter and medical care are the communities’ spiritual needs. In Santa Rosa, for example, an evangelical church building stands unused. Talking with an area resident, Patiño learned that “with all his heart this man wants a pastor for that church. He told us that among some 50 families, only two families in this native community know the gospel.” The riverside visits heightened Patiño’s awareness of the “sad reality of the indigenous in this area,” adding that the people living along the Ucayali are greatly affected by weather changes. “Sometimes they can plant and harvest; at other times the river is up, and they can’t do anything,” he explained. The riverboat team provided people with some clothing and attended to their healthcare needs. Dr. Mark Nelson told expatriate staff in Quito of seeing some 180 patients along with Ecuadorian physicians from Hospital Vozandes-Quito’s medical residency program (the five-day trip total was 375 patients). The team had returned to the Evangelista for the night when word from the village came that a small child suffering from pneumonia had gotten worse. “I talked with the [medical] residents, and one agreed to come with me,” Nelson related. “So we put on mud boots and went to the kid’s house. He was really sick, and there was no hospital nearby.” There, amid the mosquito nets hung in the one-room house, unevenly lit by the flickering flame in a lamp with a small jar of diesel fuel, Nelson was in his element. “It’s just one of those things that I really, really enjoy,” he said. Talking afterwards with the two residents, he posed two alternatives—a medical practice like the upscale Axxis clinic near Hospital Vozandes-Quito, or a small rural clinic that provides basic healthcare amid scarcity. “Would you prefer Axxis or aquí (here)?” he queried. One resident responded, “aquí,” while the other was undecided. “I tell this story because I think that’s the mission of Misión a Bordo,” Nelson told expatriate staff members at Radio Station HCJB in Quito. “God will call some people to the Axxis clinic, but He’ll want to challenge some of them with the kind of work we did on the Ucayali River.” Dan Shedd, executive director of HCJB Global’s Latin America Region, added that “I see trips like this one as combining the hands of Jesus with the voice of Jesus as well as leadership development.”
	
From Larry Buckman: Fay and I joined the Evangelist boat in Pucallpa along with 40 participants from Peru and Ecuador who wanted to see missions first hand. I invited Eli Ticuna from our Brazilian Amazon region to join us and help me teach the seminar. My teaching was on “Strategic Alliances” between national churches and indigenous ministries. Eli and I have been through these seminars during the last two years and we believe its God inspired allowing missions to expand. It was a team teaching experience that really resonated with the participants. Eli was so well received that I told the organizers to skip me next year and just bring Eli. He spoke with authority allowing his international audience to see missions and missionaries through his eyes.”


CORRIENTES
Since its launch in 2009, Corrientes has worked with more than 35 believers from Latin America who now serve as missionaries/tentmakers all over the world. In 2012, five new missionaries left to serve in India, Bolivia, Peru and the Middle East. Others continue to prepare and raise their support in anticipation of heading to Bangladesh, East Asia and South America.

Praise God for the impact that our radio partners in Latin America are having in their communities! Short radio programs, Corrientes Misioneras (Currents in Missions), have been produced and made available to HCJB Global’s 100 radio ALAS affiliates. They cover topics like “God As Missionary” and “The Great Commandment” and have the goal to teach and inspire listeners about worldwide missions. One station in southern Peru received word from a young man who wrote that he previously had limited understanding of missions, but now says, “Listening to these programs, I have understood what we’re expected to do—what we have to do—without fear.” In addition to encouraging the Latin Church to become more missions-minded, the radio spots point interested listeners to the Corrientes website for more information about our missionary training/mentoring program. Pray for the ministries of our many radio partners in Latin America as they encourage believers in their walk with God.
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/ecuadorian-beneficiaries-of-clean-water-system-now-training-haitians.html  Ecuadorian Beneficiaries of Clean Water System Now Training Haitians 
Working on a water system in Columbe Chico, Ecuador, a couple of decades ago, Bruce Rydbeck never imagined that one of the young Quichua boys kicking a ball around would transport the same vision for clean water to Haiti. Little Edison’s father, Francisco Caiza, asked HCJB Global missionary engineer Rydbeck for training in water systems. Soon enough he was being mentored by fellow Ecuadorian César Cortez, another missionary engineer with HCJB Global. Since 1999 Francisco has been working as part of Cortez’s team on water projects along the coast of Ecuador. “I remember when Eddie (Edison) was a little boy following his father,” recalled Cortez. A decade since that first encounter, father and son joined Cortez to work on a water project with a northern Haiti community, La Bruyère. The project began when the people of La Bruyère asked Cortez for help while he was checking the water quality of 100 wells at the request of Lifewater Canada in 2010. The community of 300 families had become a refuge for victims of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. Overpopulated and with 65 percent of its population under 20 years old the community was low on the government’s priority list for water. Cortez said that the authorities tried to convince them to work elsewhere as they deemed La Bruyère too poor for such work. “We said, ‘No, we started here; we’ll finish here.’” For Cortez, a turning point occurred during a later tour of the work by officials, missionaries and aid workers. Cortez watched as their skepticism turned to amazement when they witnessed impoverished Haitians—seemingly dependent on handouts of foreign aid—working without pay to renovate a dysfunctional water system, providing high-quality spring water for their community. Once the project was under way, the community even helped raise funds to cover reservoir land costs by charging 2 cents for every water jug filled at their public tapsLast February the three Ecuadorians worked with Haitians to make repairs to the first reservoir, build a second tank and install 50 home connections. They also trained a Haitian team to build an additional 250 connections which Cortez returned to check in July. This marked the Caizas’ second trip to La Bruyère. Prior to their leaving Ecuador, the evangelical church in Columbe Chico sent them off with a special dedication service. Upon their return a month later, crowds of family and friends received them at the new Quito airport. The single-focused resolve of the Ecuadorian trio spread to the Haitians and “the change in the community is huge,” Cortez said. Residents were also inspired by photos of Ecuadorian Quichua people building a water system. “The community president is now so excited and won’t leave us alone until we complete the project,” said Cortez. The final phase of work is planned for February 2014 when Ecuadorians and Haitians will work together to build 300 bucket-flush toilets. Twenty-five years ago, when Rydbeck began applying his engineering skills to implement clean-water projects in needy communities, he realized that the indigenous Quichua people had much to teach him. He incorporated their ingenuity into his own unique designs for rural water systems. Divine guidance, wisdom and provision were also essential. For Rydbeck, the situation has come full circle. Francisco and Edison demonstrate his vision of preparing people to obey Jesus’ command to provide for thirsty people and to reach the nations. Today the indigenous Quichuas are sending out their own skilled technicians. Trained by HCJB Global’s community development team, these technicians are influencing other communities to improve their health through clean water. For the Caizas, this is about giving glory to God. “I’m amazed at how Edison and Francisco pray and give testimony of God’s help to the people,” Cortez says.
	
One of the most exciting parts of working with Corrientes is hearing from participants who are now serving on the field. I recently Skyped with a nurse who is now serving in the Middle East. She expressed her joy in working with such generous and friendly people. She shared about her opportunity to share Christ’s love with a man suffering from cancer. She expressed hope to this man who thought God did not care about his fate. Recently I have also heard from past participants serving hungry children in Haiti, the sick in Bolivia and the needy in the jungles of Ecuador.
	
Dr. Franciso and his nurse wife Teresa went through our Family Practice program at Hospital Vozandes Quito and became part of Corrientes. Last year they went to Bolivia and started a clinic in a very impoverished and spiritually dark area. A colleague of Franciso and Teresa’s, Juanita is a gifted Ecuadorian nurse who wanted to go to Africa as a medical missionary. She currently works at our Carapungo Clinic and doing seminary studies to prepare for her cross-cultural work. The mission organization she has joined surprised everyone when they suggested that Juanita spend her first few years of service in Bolivia – at the same clinic where Franciso and Teresa serve. All three are eager to pass on their missionary vision to others.
	
A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in San Diego, Ecuador. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses and children’s workers, along with their young people’s missions group. The community has only two known Christian families and has many dysfunctions:  The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit has collapsed. The young men leave to find manual work and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ. The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community.
--------
One Corrientes missionary recently spent time ministering in an Amazonian village where the people didn’t even want to know about God. The elderly were seen as useless. Teen pregnancy was rampant. Men often left their families to find work, and instead, found drug and alcohol addiction. The village was a moral disaster. But as the missionary applied his training, he began to build meaningful relationships with people in the village. In time, many of the residents began to see that Jesus was the only hope for a failing community. One by one, people are turning their hearts to Christ through the work of this Corrientes-trained missionary. 
--------(Here’s the original note from Martin Harrison – I’m confused about the “Corrientes missionary” mentioned in the Voice and Hands article above.)
--------From Martin Harrison:  March 25-26 a “Corrientes missionary experience” took place in San Diego, Ecuador. A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in that city. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses, and children’s workers along with their young people’s missions group. San Diego has only two known Christian families. “San Diego is a dysfunctional community. The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit as we understand it has collapsed. The young men 14 and older leave to find manual work in the cities and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ.” The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community. 
--------
From Martin Harrison:  We took a British work team in October to begin work on a new water project in the community of San Diego, Ecuador, laboring alongside the community members. In just one week we were able to protect a spring that will supply 40 gallons a minute of safe, clean spring water to the village of 1000 people. In addition to the physical impact on health that this will bring there was clear evidence of a spiritual impact. As team members and HCJB Global Hands engineers got their hands dirty in the construction work and ran a VBS in the afternoons with the children one of the community leaders said: “We have looked for God in many places and have not found Him, however we have seen Him in you this week in the way you have served us, loved us and joined with us to make our lives better.”
--------
A highlight for our medical caravan ministry has been working with the El Batan church in Quito. This is a large and well established city church who approached HCJB Global Hands to request help with both working in an unreached rural community and further establishing their young people’s mission program. Using the medical caravan and partnering with this church, we have completed several medical outreaches to the community of San Diego, three hours south of Quito. The caravan provided a Corrientes style bi-vocational missions experience for Ecuadorian doctors, dentists and the young people’s missions group. This is a great example of weaving Corrientes into existing HCJB ministries. In 2012 we will not only continue this partnership but also launch a partnership with the Nazarene Seminary in Quito to provide Corrientes style cross-cultural missions experiences for their students.
In the community of Rancho Alto, a pastor couldn’t seem to get any of the 100 household to even visit his church. After an HCJB Global water project in that community, the pastor reports that 80 of the household have visited his church. We thank God for the physical and spiritual impact of these projects in many communities in Ecuador.
Praise God for the Latin American believers who have been mobilized through our Corrientes program to serve Him around the world! In a weekly study of the “Saline Solution” program, doctors and nurses were encouraged to have “spiritual conversations” with patients. Soon after, one Ecuadorian doctor joined a team treating cholera in Haiti. Through a translator, she talked with two of her patients who eagerly accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior, even though she cautioned them it would mean they would have to give up practicing voodoo. She credits our missionary training/mentoring program Corrientes with giving her the idea and the courage to share her faith. Pray for our doctors and nurses to have boldness in sharing the gospel as they minister to physical needs.
	
Praise God for the Latin American believers who have been mobilized to serve Him around the world! Franciso and his son Edison first came in contact with HCJB Global when their Quichua community in Ecuador, worked alongside us twenty years ago to build their water system. Franciso caught the vision of serving others in Jesus’ name, and he has helped our team on many occasions since then, constructing water projects in communities throughout Ecuador. His son Edison eventually joined in the ministry. So when they were given the opportunity to travel to Haiti to assist that village, they were eager to serve. And the church in Columbe Chico caught the vision, too. In a special prayer service, they commissioned their “missionaries” for their two-month missions trip to Haiti and are excited to be part of showing His love over a thousand miles away to people who need to know God’s offer of salvation. Pray for the Latin American Church as it reaches out around the world.
	
I’m a medical doctor trained in Cuba, and my call is to serve as a missionary in Afghanistan. My parents are not happy with my idea of leaving Bolivia, but I am feeling God’s call too strongly and too deep in my soul to disobey it,” mentioned one attendee during the course of a Corrientes conference. Also at the conference were two female single medical doctors, two female dentists, and two young couples who are medical doctors all of whom are preparing to serve as missionaries among unreached people groups. And, they all want to go through the training that Corrientes offers in Quito, Ecuador. One woman shared, “Please pray for my parents because I’m an only child and being a female makes it even harder for them and they feel sad to let me go.” A couple who are both medical doctors shared, “Now we understand why God allowed us to study in the place where we studied. It turns out that because we carried out our studies in Cuba we will be able to find open doors to enter to Iran without any problem.” Two single dentists shared, “We were involved in short term missions in India which gave us an introduction to India. But, now we know that we need more training like what Corrientes has to offer before going back to India so that we can be better prepared to go as successful long term missionaries. “
	
HCJB Global Doctora Paulyna spent her birthday in Haiti with a team at a cholera treatment center. She told two of her patients that God had saved their lives for a purpose and that they should renounce voodoo and commit themselves to Christ. Through a translator, both men prayed to receive Christ and were followed up by two Haitian pastors. Now the three share “birthdays”!
	
Two staff from HCJB Global’s Spanish radio ministry went on the Mision A Bordo trip in 2012 and related the following experience: I had the opportunity to lead a young Shipibo girl to the Lord. It was difficult to explain the plan of salvation as she didn’t speak much Spanish. But I introduced Jesus to her as the Great Chief to whom she could talk at any time, which is quite different from the reality of conversation with the community’s chief. Great joy flooded her face. I am convinced that God has a perfect plan for my life…and my heart beats for missions.


RADIO TRAINING IN LATIN AMERICA
May 13-15, 2012:  Allen Graham did  radio training in Chiquimula, Guatemala. He’ll be training with Armando Zerón, formerly of Radio HRVC, the Evangelical Voice of Honduras, and their FM partner, Stereo Luz. He now has his own production company. He has trained with Allen previously in Guatemala and Nicaragua. Allen says, “He's a very talented broadcaster and does a good job at sharing his skills with others.” Isn’t it great to see former radio students become radio trainers?
	
A group of believers wanted to start a station in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. There was a good solid church, but they didn’t know how to do radio. Our engineers talked to them about the equipment/frequency and the strategy. They went away and received the license. Then they came to HCJB again for advice about equipment. HCJB helped raise funds for the equipment and did the installation. Then they said, “Now we have the transmitter, but we don’t know how to do programs.” So HCJB sent training teams on radio programming, station automation, etc. They wanted to broadcast 24/7, but couldn’t produce enough programs so they contacted HCJB for help. That’s when ALAS came along, and we helped them with the ALAS equipment and the programs now help their schedule. They have had some equipment problems, and one of our HCJB engineers and family spent several months living there and working with the station. This is an exciting example of working alongside a partner from the very beginning till the present day. We have seen how we can give this to others. It is so much more effective to help others minister rather than doing everything ourselves.
	
Two years ago, two men from Chazuta, Peru contacted HCJB and asked for radio training in anticipation of getting a shortwave frequency to reach throughout the mountainous valley. They came to Quito and were trained, but then waited two more years until their frequency was just approved about a month ago. Thanks to a generous donor, we already have funding for this new radio station (to be launched in Chazuta. They will use the station to reach their own people in the 17 indigenous languages in the area. Even though a low-power station, it should also reach parts of Ecuador, Brazil and Colombia. They have a year to get it on the air. The equipment is already being produced at the Technology Center.
	
The training program also includes a one- or two-week personalized internship where the partner radio staff come to Quito for specialized training. Recently Nube spent 2 weeks in Quito. She and her husband are missionaries with OMS and serve at Waves of Hope Radio in Loja, Ecuador. Here is what she said, "I thank God for giving me the blessing of being at HCJB for two weeks for the internship in radio news. I enjoy learning, seeing and collecting all of the information that can serve us in Waves of Hope Radio. This way we will improve professionally without putting to one side, not even for a moment, the passion for showing our listeners the love and power of God. I’m very thankful to HCJB for opening up this form of training which is a great blessing for me. I will go back to Loja with a challenge: to be more professional every day, not forsaking my passion to talk about God’s love and to continue preparing myself at every opportunity. Recently I have come to understand what a privilege it is to serve God by way of radio, the responsibility for the way I do so and for each word that I speak."



(SPECIFIC COUNTRY PROJECTS)

BOLIVIA
A Narrow Street in Bolivia with a View to the World
On a steep and narrow street in Oruro, Bolivia, Dr. Carlos Pinto wasn’t too sure he’d found the radio station he was looking for.
I checked the address and it was correct, said Pinto, a trained psychologist serving with HCJB Global, but found no sign indicating it was a radio station. 
I tapped the bell on the door of what looked like a garage, and quickly a person’s very friendly face appeared.
Intermingled joy and pride at receiving a visit from an HCJB Global staff member bubbled forth as Radio JHV’s general manager, Fernando Valdivia, greeted Pinto. And what does JHV stand for? asked Pinto as the pair became acquainted. Jehovah was Valdivia’s reply.
At 13,000 feet above sea level, the mining town of Oruro is inhabited by about 200,000 people mostly of Quechua origin. 
Several years ago, Fernando’s wife sensed a leading from God that He would provide Christian radio in the community.
I started buying Christian music CDs, Fernando recounted. My wife told me that we’d wind up having the station, so little by little I began buying the necessary equipment. God has been faithful.
Radio JHV’s affiliation with the satellite network, ALAS-HCJB, began when Fernando met Dairo Rubio who directs programming for the network from Quito, Ecuador. As Fernando showed Pinto the receiving dish, his telephone rang.
You can imagine how wide his eyes opened as Hola Familia (Hello Family) hosts chatted with him on the telephone and the conversation was going out live on the air, said Pinto, who appears regularly on the show. 
During the visit, Fernando shared further dreams: a bigger antenna for better coverage and training for the communications students who volunteer at Radio JHV.
About to leave, Pinto mentioned HCJB Global’s October launch of Corrientes, an initiative to train bi-vocational, cross-cultural Latin American missionaries. He recently began leading the new inter-agency initiative in Latin America.
To my surprise, he told me his church had sent five missionaries, now serving in Japan, Spain, Russia, India and Burkina Faso, Pinto declared. A bit doubtful, I went immediately to talk to his pastor, Julio Aramayo, who then detailed how active in missions the church is.
I discovered that among its missionaries there’s a couple serving as physicians, and that they’d love to learn how HCJB Global Hands and Voice, along with Corrientes, trains and mobilizes missionaries, said Pinto.
The church in Oruro exemplifies churches in the new Global South—those lesser developed countries that are home to 61 percent of the world’s evangelicals, according to Pinto. These Christians continue changing their self-perception from being a mission field to being a force that is sending missionaries, he said.

BRAZIL
Cássio and Miriana are Brazlian missionaries who tried to start a ministry in the Amazon River Basin community of Philadelphia. At first the community would not accept them or let them come into river village, so they gave them some audio players filled with daily devotional talks, Christian songs and Scripture. Now the whole community listens together while making farinha (ground manioc), and they went through three months’s of programming in just two months! Now they have invited Cássio and Miriana to come and teach them more about the Bible. Another community installed a big mega-phone speaker and plugs in the audio player every morning so that the whole community can hear a devotional and song in the morning.  

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Anabella Cabezas was recently visiting and shared with us some of the strategies and vision for local radio and radio planting/training with partners in Latin America. She gave the example of our partner in the Dominican Republic.
A group of believers wanted to start a station in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. There was a good solid church, but they didn’t know how to do radio. Our engineers talked to them about the equipment/frequency and the strategy. They went away and received the license. Then they came to HCJB again for advice about equipment. HCJB helped raise funds for the equipment and did the installation. Then they said, “Now we have the transmitter, but we don’t know how to do programs.” So HCJB sent training teams on radio programming, station automation, etc. They wanted to broadcast 24/7, but couldn’t produce enough programs so they contacted HCJB for help. That’s when ALAS came along, and we helped them with the ALAS equipment and the programs now help their schedule. They have had some equipment problems, and one of our HCJB engineers and family spent several months living there and working with the station. This is an exciting example of working alongside a partner from the very beginning till the present day. We have seen how we can give this to others. It is so much more effective to help others minister rather than doing everything ourselves.

ECUADOR –COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
2013-12.03 Sharing God’s Love in Andean Community Via Medical Caravan, Clean Water Project:  http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/sharing-god-love-of-god-in-andean-community-through-medical-caravan-and-clean-water-project.html
High in the Ecuadorian Andes in an open-air clinic in Daldal, a teenage boy with gastritis told Dr. Julian Aguayo, “I’m tired of life. What can I do to get near to God?” “He wore a strange expression—the kind that gives you the shivers. It scared me,” said Aguayo. “His voice was very sad.” “Why do you want to do that?” asked the doctor. “Because I don’t want to go on,” replied the boy. He was thinking about taking his life. The doctor later recounted that as they talked he was able to share the good news of Jesus’ love. “I think he had been drinking, he had been smoking, he felt like nobody loved him,” said Aguayo. “When I was speaking, he understood and his expression changed. It was no longer an expression of contempt. His face was shining. He received Christ … shut his eyes and said, ‘Lord, forgive me.’” This teenage boy was one of nearly 200 patients seen during HCJB Global’s mobile medical clinic in the remote community Saturday, Nov. 23. The team of 24 included dentists, doctors and nurses from the ministry’s hospitals in Quito and Shell along with evangelists from Alianza Cristiana Misionera de Huachi Grande (Christian and Missionary Alliance of Huachi Grande), a church in Ambato. The medical caravan was coordinated by Community Development Director Alex Weir and hygiene trainer Tannia Lascano. Dental clinics were set up in a community room and in the caravan truck that traveled from Shell while medical checkups were held in the school and open-air stands. Common health problems included arthritis and troubles with eyesight and conditions stemming from a lifetime of hard physical labor in the fields and constant exposure to dust and ultraviolet light. Many patients also suffered from gastritis and intestinal parasites. While people waited to be seen by a doctor, the evangelism team from Ambato led an interactive children’s program. Before long, adults and children alike were joining in action songs. Youngsters donned colorful paper hats bearing their names as they learned that only Christ can bring true happiness. Meanwhile, in spite of the volume of patients, members of the medical staff focused on making time for the people and sharing God’s love with them. Recounted Ecuadorian nurse Nelly Germán, “It’s been really good to put ourselves at their disposal and for the people to receive the good news of salvation.” Ana Carillo, a member of the community of Daldal, said, “In my opinion, [the medical caravan] is very good because we have never been given this help before. The Word of God, too, helps us.” The day of medical and dental care concluded with the showing a Spanish version of Fireproof, a film with a Christian message about God’s power to restore a couple’s marriage. After the film, members of the community and the HCJB Global team expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to work together. The evening closed with prayers of thanks in Quichua, Spanish, English and German by team and community members of different nationalities. The medical caravan visit built on a longstanding relationship between HCJB Global and the community of 176 families. Daldal also recently received a short-term veterinary team that attended to the needs of animals in the community. That team, led by Dan Shedd, executive director of the Latin America Region, with help from Lascano, visited Daldal in July. In the week leading up to the medical caravan, the community celebrated the inauguration of its water system. The water project, carried out with the help of Water Projects Team from HCJB Global, provided clean water to their homes, meaning residents no longer have to haul potentially tainted water from a river 300 feet below. In the summer of 2012, members of the mission’s summer internship program in Shell also assisted with the water project. “We’re happy to help you with water, animals and health, but our goal is also spiritual health,” Weir told community members. “We want to share this great love that God has with each and every one of you.” The resounding message from the community, repeated again and again by different members was, “May this not be the last time [you visit].” On returning to her home in Puyo, nurse Aydee Shiquia shared, “I hope that in some way we have been able to help the community of Daldal. I know we couldn’t meet 100 percent of their needs, but in my heart I feel that we gave something small to help them. Thank you, Father God. I know that if we are with you, all things are possible.”
In the community of Rancho Alto, a pastor couldn’t seem to get any of the 100 household to even visit his church. After an HCJB Global water project in that community, the pastor reports that 80 of the household have visited his church. We thank God for the physical and spiritual impact of these projects in many communities in Ecuador.
----
Martin Harrison reports, “God worked in the lives of both team members and the community members in Daldal, the village where we started work on a new water project. With the exception of five or six Evangelical families this community is unreached with the Gospel. We were able to encourage this small group of believers by spending time with them. Over the last ten years or so since they became believers they have faced hardship and persecution for their new found faith in Jesus Christ. They were excluded from the community, denied the chance to sell their products at market and even stoned or submerged in water. However as these believers have worked hard to improve the physical and spiritual well-being of the community they are now increasingly respected by the rest of the community. It is through these dedicated Christians that HCJB was asked to facilitate a water project in Dal Dal. For the week that we were there we worked on the water project, building a structure to capture a spring. God worked to break down barriers, suspicions and hard hearts in the unbelieving community. When we left at the end of the week several community leaders stood up and expressed their feelings with great honesty. They said that over the years they had looked for God in the temple (meaning the Catholic church) and not found Him there. However they said they had found God in the team and in the water project as we all worked alongside each other. The unspoken testimony as we served the community through construction work and the spoken testimony as we ran a Bible club for children was a powerful combination.”
	
Praise God for the mobile medical clinic held in Balsalito, a community in Ecuador’s southern Esmeraldas province, following up on the installation of a clean water system in the community last year. More than 260 people from the area came to the medical and dental clinic. Praise God for those who responded to the nightly evangelistic meetings where the “JESUS” film was shown twice.
	
A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in San Diego, Ecuador. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses and children’s workers, along with their young people’s missions group. The community has only two known Christian families and has many dysfunctions:  The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit has collapsed. The young men leave to find manual work and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ. The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community.
--------
One Corrientes missionary recently spent time ministering in an Amazonian village where the people didn’t even want to know about God. The elderly were seen as useless. Teen pregnancy was rampant. Men often left their families to find work, and instead, found drug and alcohol addiction. The village was a moral disaster. But as the missionary applied his training, he began to build meaningful relationships with people in the village. In time, many of the residents began to see that Jesus was the only hope for a failing community. One by one, people are turning their hearts to Christ through the work of this Corrientes-trained missionary. 
--------(Here’s the original note from Martin Harrison – I’m confused about the “Corrientes missionary” mentioned in the Voice and Hands article above.)
--------From Martin Harrison:  March 25-26 a “Corrientes missionary experience” took place in San Diego, Ecuador. A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in that city. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses, and children’s workers along with their young people’s missions group. San Diego has only two known Christian families. “San Diego is a dysfunctional community. The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit as we understand it has collapsed. The young men 14 and older leave to find manual work in the cities and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ.” The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community. 
--------
From Martin Harrison:  We took a British work team in October to begin work on a new water project in the community of San Diego, Ecuador, laboring alongside the community members. In just one week we were able to protect a spring that will supply 40 gallons a minute of safe, clean spring water to the village of 1000 people. In addition to the physical impact on health that this will bring there was clear evidence of a spiritual impact. As team members and HCJB Global Hands engineers got their hands dirty in the construction work and ran a VBS in the afternoons with the children one of the community leaders said: “We have looked for God in many places and have not found Him, however we have seen Him in you this week in the way you have served us, loved us and joined with us to make our lives better.”
--------
A highlight for our medical caravan ministry has been working with the El Batan church in Quito. This is a large and well established city church who approached HCJB Global Hands to request help with both working in an unreached rural community and further establishing their young people’s mission program. Using the medical caravan and partnering with this church, we have completed several medical outreaches to the community of San Diego, three hours south of Quito. The caravan provided a Corrientes style bi-vocational missions experience for Ecuadorian doctors, dentists and the young people’s missions group. This is a great example of weaving Corrientes into existing HCJB ministries. In 2012 we will not only continue this partnership but also launch a partnership with the Nazarene Seminary in Quito to provide Corrientes style cross-cultural missions experiences for their students.

ECUADOR – HOSPITALS
from HCJB Global Drs. Mark and Laurie Nelson:  Spiritual Cardiac Life Support
One of the highlights of teaching the medical students and residents is a Friday noon conference called Spiritual Cardiology. Each week we present a Bible topic or passage for discussion in small groups. The medical students and residents come from a variety of spiritual backgrounds, from agnostic and nominally religious to evangelical, so the discussions are often lively and interesting. One recent topic was the necessity and purpose of Jesus’ death from a Christian point of view. We looked at the problem of sin and the need for Christ’s death to free us from its power. A number of the students came into the discussion having heard that Jesus perhaps swooned or faked his death. We reviewed the eyewitness accounts of Jesus crucifixion in the gospels and the medical evidence for what occurred. The conclusion the students arrived at, based on the evidence, was unanimous – that Jesus did die on the cross. The next week we followed up with a study of the resurrection of Christ. 
2012 Hands On (story from HVO):  Maria (not her real name) is 18 years old and recently delivered her first baby by Caesarean section. That wasn’t her plan, but she began convulsing as a result of high blood pressure in pregnancy, a life-threatening condition called eclampsia that necessitated an immediate C-section in an attempt to save her life and that of the baby. According to her estimation, she was just 30 weeks’ pregnant, meaning that a neonatologist would be needed to care for the premature infant. But there wasn’t time to transfer Maria to Quito so the C-section was performed at Hospital Vozandes-Shell on the edge of the Amazon rainforest. I began my shift as Maria was taken back to the operating room, and I prayed for the baby as my nursing experience in neonatology isn’t vast. Praise the Lord, the baby came to me breathing on his own and further along in the gestation period than first thought based on the dates supplied by the mother. It turns out he was much more stable than his mother was! After coming out of the operating room, Maria was immediately placed in the intensive care unit, still on a ventilator since she couldn’t breathe on her own. Several days later I returned to find Maria awake, walking, talking and caring for her baby who had to be admitted for phototherapy due to high bilirubin levels in his blood (a common, treatable illness in newborns). I was blessed to have the opportunity to speak with her for a bit. I asked Maria what she remembered about her battle against death. She said she didn’t remember much, but at one point she had seen a wall covered with blood and recognized Jesus’ face. She walked toward Him, and He told her it wasn’t time for her to die yet. When she fully awoke after a day or two of sedation and being on the ventilator, Maria recommitted her life to Christ. She said that she had accepted Jesus as her Savior as a young girl, but had walked away from Him as a teenager. Maria recognized that Jesus had given her a second chance at life. Now she wants to live for Him and guide her son to walk with Him as well. 
	
From Hospital Vozandes-Quito:  What a great party we had today with around 40 of the former Family Practice Residents. At least 10 of our residents now work for the Ministry of Health, influencing others, leading with love instead of leading with fear. Our Family Practice residents read through the Bible every year and have a weekly Bible study, but many don’t come to Christ until after they leave the residency. We had a delightful lunch with some who graduated in the early 90s. One shared his testimony with the group today about how he had just come to Christ a year ago!
[bookmark: 6845157737725175665]	
Praise God for the many patients who find Christ as Savior during their visits to our Ecuador hospitals and clinics. One of our doctors at the Shell hospital told this story:  I treated a young gentleman who came to clinic with worries about his health. Many non-specific symptoms riddled his chart, and it was evident that he was suffering from a case of not knowing his eternal destiny. Upon further questioning, I discovered that the Holy Spirit had already been working on his heart. A simple presentation of God's plan for salvation cured this gentleman of his spiritual need. He has accepted Christ and can now look forward, without fear, to eternity in Heaven. Pray for our healthcare personnel as they treat patients and share the Good News.
	
Ramona is a 29 year old single mother of two who hails from the jungle.  She arrived last week with a very painful right eye.  Unfortunately, she like many other patients, didn't come 3 weeks ago when the eye started bothering her.  She simply put up with the bothering and rubbed her eye continuously. 3 days before coming she lost vision and had a sudden increase in the pain. Her examination showed vision of light perception and a typical appearance for a perforation of an eye with a part of her iris plugging the hole in her inferior cornea. Even though it appears to have happened 3 days prior to her coming, I decided it was an emergency and we took her to surgery that night.  Fortunately, an organization called "Global Sight Network” had donated several preserved corneas just for this purpose. The surgery went smoothly although it was lengthy. Please pray for Ramona who is fighting to save her right eye.  She does seem to be making slow progress daily and we are hoping to send her home this week.  Recovering vision will be a secondary process that will be evaluated once we are sure that this new graft takes and that her infection seems totally cleared. 
	
A post from Jessica McMillan, nurse at HVO:  “Even when busy with 4 pre-op admissions & my other 7 patients, God heard my prayers for His light to shine at the hospital. One patient asked his daughter to read from John to him. His 3 roommates listened in & not long after he said to me, "Sister, the other 3 have prayed to receive Christ. Ok, how cool is this?! Now a Catholic, a boy from the jungle & another elderly gentleman have heard & received the Gospel through one of our patients at HVO.”
	
From Sheila Leech:  Yesterday, I went to visit a hospice patient. He is a young man with liver cancer. He has a wife and three children. His biggest concern is for them and their future. They are a very poor family from the mountains near Cayambe.. A few months ago, some TV station featured him. A construction company offered to build a house for him on a plot of land he owned. Yesterday, I sat on his bed, in his new home...and we gave thanks to God for what He has provided for his family. This has been a direct answer to prayer of all our hospice patients who meet for prayer and Bible study each Wednesday at the Carapungo clinic. God is good! 
Summarized from the Spanish account at http://www.hospitalvozandes.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65  Nancy Malan was so thin the first time I looked at this 15-year-old Quechua in Hospital Vozandes Quito She was in bed, unable to move or eat, and looked as if he were on the verge of death. Tuberculosis was destroying another young life here in Ecuador. Nancy had been treated at the Hospital Vozandes Shell, but due to the seriousness of her illness, was transferred to HVQ. Over the next few days, I visited with Nancy when she could. I played my violin for her, sang and talked to her, and tried to find out if she knew about Jesus' love for her. We prayed together one day when she agreed to receive Christ as Lord and Savior of her life. Because of my poor Spanish, I was not certain whether she understood everything that was said, but I knew that Nancy and her father had belonged to an evangelical church. Nancy's progress was growing rapidly. After a few weeks in Quito, we had decided to transfer to Nancy back to Shell Vozandes Hospital where she would receive continued care.The proposed transfer caused anxiety in Nancy's father who disagreed with the change in hospitals. He had already lost a child due to tuberculosis ... now lose another?. "Please tell me, miss," he begged s tears ran  down his cheeks. "Just tell me -- Nancy is she going to die? Ask the doctors for me. If she's going to die .... We better just go home! ". "She will not die," one doctor told him later. "Not if she is cared for in one of our hospitals. But if she goes home now, will probably die." Nancy and her father finally flew Shell to continue treatment. When I visited briefly with them in Shell, I was joyous to see the smile on their faces that seemed to reflect much peace. When I passed by the next morning, I saw Nancy's father reading a tract to his daughter.She was finally discharged two months after starting the medication. Nancy had to walk for half an hour several times a week to get drugs at a clinic, but when she returned to Shell for a checkup several weeks later, she was a new person. She had increased 20 pounds!. Her father was with her, thin and tired from having been constantly by his daughter’s side, and from the financial worries. But because of the Healthcare Charity fund, all of Nancy’s medical bills were covered. In appreciation, her father brought chicken eggs as a gift and two guinea piglets, ready to be roasted. Nancy’s beautiful eyes and sweet smile returned. I pray for her in the coming years as she completes her dream of becoming a teacher. I wonder how God will use her and her suffering for His glory.
On the Third of July, at three in the morning, eight individuals attacked, beat and kicked Gusqui Heriberto, causing internal injuries. His family took him to a clinic in Riobamba where he underwent surgery three times, but showed no improvement in his condition. It was decided to bring Heriberto to Vozandes Hospital Quito (HVQ). He was in critical condition when admitted to the Intensive Care Unit. It was discovered that his stomach was punctured and bleeding in the liver. He endured seven surgeries to clean his abdomen and several washes, also was placed on a gastric tube. Hospital Pastors visited and prayed with Heriberto and his family continuously throughout their stay, especially with Heriberto's mother, who was by his side constantly. During his sixty days in hospital (some was unconscious), the love of Christ was shared, and Heriberto made the decision to accept Jesus as Lord. Since then his attitude and behavior as well as improved health. Heriberto has returned home and continues to receive parenteral nutrition (through a tube) for six months. He still could require additional surgery. Despite its difficult recovery, the Lord has shown His glory in the life of Heriberto. He has reconciled with his children's mother and with his father. 

ECUADOR – RADIO
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/transformed-man-reconciles-with-parents-whom-he-robbed.html  Transformed Man Reconciles with Parents Whom He Robbed 
When their clothes and other personal effects began disappearing, Diego’s parents knew the time had come for professional help. Their own son was stealing from them. Even a tank of bottled gas disappeared from their home in the greater Quito area in Ecuador where liquefied petroleum gas commonly serves to fuel kitchen stoves. “Some 15 months ago his parents came to me with the singular purpose of helping their son,” related Antonio Torres, who counsels listeners at Radio Station HCJB in Quito. “They knew all too well the private personal hell of living with an addict’s self-absorbed behavior.” Approaching age 30, Diego had fathered a child, but his lifestyle didn’t offer the 18-month-old toddler any stability. He had been nursing a drug habit for more than a decade and had already been in and out of drug treatment centers. Diego’s illicit drug use began in his early teens, a similar experience to that of other Ecuadorian youth who experiment with drugs. Diego, in spurning help offered down through the years, had fled the rehabilitation centers instead of confronting his growing problem. On one occasion he had even tried to end it all with a suicide attempt.After talking with the parents, Torres put the family in touch with a friend in Peru, Pastor Luis Bernales, who personally traveled some 36 hours by bus from Lima to accompany Diego to his Centro Clamor en el Barrio (Cry Out Center in the Neighborhood), a drug rehabilitation facility in Lima. It was an offer that Diego gladly accepted. Upon completion of the program, the young man returned to Quito in March. He began attending a church near the radio station and is living with his parents. Each evening he studies the Bible with them, according to Torres, “he really wants to enter an evangelical seminary, get firmly grounded and serve the Lord as a pastor.”
	
2013-03.15 Anabella Cabezas on GB FB:  Last Friday, March 8th on International Women´s Day, HCJB broadcast a special program from Casa Elizabeth, the home of pregnant teenagers who have been rejected by their parents and do not have a place to live. Casa Elizabeth is managed by Inca Link, under the leadership of Rich Brown and his wife. HCjB Radio in Quito, invited its listeners to contribute with diapers and other baby supplies for the babies of this home. Not only material gifts were given but there were calls from listeners who wanted to become volunteers. We thank God that we can use the radio to bring hope and help to the needy in our community. 
	
2013-06.13 FB:  HCJB Radio in Quito is using conferences as a tool to grow its audience, engage with current or prospective donors, but most importantly to be relevant to the needs of the community. During the month of April and May 850 people attended the conference: “How to raise teens nowadays ". Due to the limited capacity of the Larson Center and high demand of this topic, there was the need to offer two conferences. It is exciting to present Christ through activities that are not religious, but that show genuine interest in the wellbeing of people.
	
Posted FB 2012-10.12 Carlos (not his real name) was extremely depressed, attempted suicide by plunging under the wheels of the "trolley" at 10th of August Avenue and Villalengua (right near HCJB). A lady who was with him, sent from God, encouraged him to go to HCJB. He said he was homosexual and had AIDS. Carlos received the Lord in his heart. Since then he has had spiritual follow-up, and has attended Sunday worship services at Evangelical Church Iñaquito. He was discipled for a period of three months. Then on 9/16, he was baptized as public testimony to his faith that Christ heals and saves. He is now is helping as an assistant in the Department of Evangelism of our Church, Evangelical Iñaquito.
	
José listens to HCJB-2. He wrote to say: I want to make it clear that I am not a Christian, but I like listening to your programs, especially in the afternoon when I can hear Focus on the Family. Please pray for José and many like him who do not yet know Jesus Christ as their personal savior. God is using Christian radio around the world to touch people like José.
	
Praise God for the impact that Radio Station HCJB is having in Ecuador! Taxi driver Pablo told us how listening to Radio HCJB's program Al Oido (A Listening Ear) changed his life. Al Oido is a program where people call in with problems and receive pastoral advice over the radio. Pablo's life has been in a mess. He is the caretaker for his four children after his second wife left him. A friend told him that he should listen to Al Oido. So he started listening and sure enough, he heard good advice for his situation. He also heard that he should attend church. So he found a neighborhood church and started going. People were so caring that he decided he would continue attending and bring his children. He proudly told us that he and his oldest daughter will be soon be baptized. He now plays hymns and chorus CDs in his taxi, and of course, listens to HCJB. Pray for the many listeners of Radio Station HCJB in Ecuador – that their hearts will turn to knowing Jesus Christ.
	
Praise God for the impact that Radio Station HCJB is having in Ecuador! At an event for Radio Station HCJB, 46-year-old Edwin told how he served a year in prison and listened faithfully to our programs, especially the biblical teaching, and soon began leading small Bible conferences with his fellow inmates. Even a prison psychologist asked him for help. People found new life in Christ through his teachings and the advice he offered when asked for it. Much of it came from listening to Al Oido (A Listening Ear), a counseling program from Radio Station HCJB. Found innocent of the charges against him, Edwin continues to minister at the prison, saying, “God had a purpose when He allowed me to be jailed, and HCJB helped me complete that purpose.” Pray for the many listeners of Radio Station HCJB in Ecuador – that their hearts will turn to knowing Jesus Christ.
	

	
Media Director 
	
RADIO HCJB Quito:  DELIA   “I lived in the jungle and raised cattle and my work was my god. One day I went to Quito to visit my family, and we turned on HCJB, and I came to know Christ. God is so merciful and He saved my soul and gave me a ministry too. Many thanks to HCJB for being God’s instrument to transmit the message of salvation, sending the voice of God to the whole world.”
	
CARMEN:  “It was 2000, and I was very confused. There were many different doctrines and religions that confused me – I was 17 years old. In the middle of the night I was asking myself which way I should choose of all the choices. I turned the radio on, and just at that time, Dairo Rubio began his program with, ‘Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life” ‘ That was when I found the way and discovered that I needed to follow Christ and accept Him as my Savior. It was wonderful.”
	
This posting came on HCJB-2’s Facebook page from a listener in Tumbes, Peru on the border with Ecuador. John Mickel is a 19-year-old college student. He writes: Brothers, I want you to know that the radio has been a great blessing to me. In November, I was at the point of committing suicide. I was listening to the radio and I heard a beautiful song (the Spanish translation of Matt Redman's "You Never Let Go".) I broke down and cried a lot. Because of the beauty of this song, I stopped what I was doing. I always listen to your radio and I won't stop doing so. I listen at my university, on-line, wherever I go. I have to hide to listen to you though because my mother is not a Christian.”
	
A listener to HCJB had been living with his girlfriend for four years when she cheated on him. He began making plans to take revenge on her when he turned the radio on and for the first time heard HCJB. The program was Pura Vida [Pure Life]and the subject was revenge. After hearing the program and understanding that revenge belongs to God, he repented, gave his life to Christ and forgave his girlfriend. Now he is actively involved in a local Church.
	
A woman who is an HCJB listener came to the counseling area of our local station in Quito. She had been in a relationship for 16 years with a man where each of them lived separately but had relations together and children. The man had recently cheated on her and the reason for her to go to counseling was to figure out how to get him to come back with her. The pastor explained to her from the Bible that her relationship was not correct, and she became so convicted that she began crying and repented and received Christ right there. The change in her life has been strong enough that now the man she had been living with wants to come and get what she got.
	
Anabella Cabezas, director of Radio in Latin America, told us that 5 million people are receiving Christ´s message every day through our ministries and associates (30,000 from Radio HCJB and HCJB-2). The local radio in Quito has two counselors to whom people come for help. There is also a counseling program and listeners often use text messages to communicate their problems. Last year 1,200 people came asked for help, including young women who are abused or wives abused by their spouses. It breaks our heart, but we realize how we can talk to them and be pertinent to their reality. About 10 percent of these come to Christ. Of the 1,200 who came for counseling, 170 received Christ. They look for help at HCJB because it is a neutral place—not a specific church or denomination. They see HCJB as their friend. Listeners have recommend that their friends come to HCJB for help even when they aren’t listeners themselves.
	
One listener said, “I used to always crank up the volume on the radio so my rebellious son would be forced to hear the programs. Then he would turn it off, and I would turn it back on. I kept praying for him. Today my son is a pastor at one of the biggest church in Quito!” This is the result of so many years of faithful service in Quito.
	
Most of his 28 years of marriage he physically and psychologically abused his family.  Once he came home drunk as he often did and arguing with his wife, he lifted up the crib where their young daughter was sleeping and crashed to the ground. His wife couldn’t take any more and decided to end the marriage. The husband sought pastoral help. Repentant he requested forgiveness from God and his wife. God did a miracle, and he regained the love of his wife and family. 
	
After 30 years of marriage, her husband decided to leave home to go to the arms of another woman. His wife looked for advice to be guided on how to respond to their distress. Here she found the message of salvation and peace and tranquility. Today, after receiving the Lord, she is being discipled. She managed to find the peace she sought; she forgave her husband's attitude and prays for him that God would change his life and that he would come home to restore their home. 
	
A man accepted his wife’s child that she had by another man and gave him his last name and raised him from age 1, but they never told the child. A cousin told the son the family secret, and the son went into a depressive stage of rebellion, coupled with the pain of not being the son of one whom he calls Dad. His parents, not knowing how to respond to this conflict, sought spiritual help and in the dialogue also met the Lord in their lives. Another time I instructed the child about the adoption we receive when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. He understood and moreover decided to accept the Lord. God worked a miracle in this wonderful family. The parents apologized to their son, the son forgave his parents and resolved the conflict between sobs before God.
	
[2009-09]  Radio El Buen Sembrador San Guisel, Alto [Chimborazo Province], central Ecuador
The station is perched atop one of the tallest ridges in the region. From there, hundreds of Quichua villages for miles in every direction can tune in to the signal.
THE BEGINNING
Radio El Buen Sembrador (the Good Sower), was the dream of Manuel Gaulán Caba, one of the first believers in the area who came to Christ in 1968. He became a traveling evangelist and was thrown out of villages in the area. But he refused to give up. Local authorities said he might be able to get a radio frequency, but it was expensive. After talking with this wife, he sold their small truck, cattle and even their pigs to buy the frequency. Finally he harvested the only thing of value he had left—a grove of pine trees on his property. He sold part of the wood, but used most of it to build the station. He was eventually granted the frequency in 2001 and contacted HCJB Global for help in setting up the station. Through HCJB Global’s radio-planting ministry, funds were raised to build and install a 250-watt transmitter for the newly licensed station. It began broadcasting in December 2001.
Since then, Radio El Buen Sembrador has reached thousands of people. Its programming consists of both live programs produced by the local staff as well as programs from HCJB Global’s Spanish satellite network.
THE WAITING … AND THEN THE GOOD NEWS
In 2004, Manuel requested a power increase from the government, with the objective of having a greater coverage area and to reach areas without Christian radio. They waited … and waited … and waited. The power increase was finally granted in November 2008, with a 90-day deadline to get the new transmitter installed. The Gualán family again sacrificed their possessions and sold the family van to contribute to the purchase of a new 1,000-watt transmitter. HCJB Global raised funds for the other half of the transmitter plus installation costs. Now, with this new frequency and extra power, radio El Buen Sembrador is able to cover a greater percentage of the Chimborazo Province, with a potential audience of 480,000 listeners, 200,000 of which are indigenous Quichua.
THE IMPACT AND CHANGED LIVES
Programs air 20 hours a day—12 hours in Quichua and eight hours in Spanish – mostly evangelistic programming, but also focused on discipleship and leadership development. Revival swept through the Quichua of Ecuador in the 1970s, but the youth are growing up without solid biblical teaching. That was Manuel’s burden when he started the station. Now parents of the community acknowledge that the programs have helped them to understand better their teenage children. Through Radio El Buen Sembrador, young people are encouraged to participate in Christian camps where they are challenged to follow Christ.  The radio has formed and promoted indigenous Christian music bands, and it is the center where greetings are transmitted to family and community. Teachers in rural schools of this area tune in to the radio and together with their students listen to Ciudad Médica, a program about health issues from the HCJB Global Spanish network. Frequently, the radio station organizes seminars, workshops, and sporting events which promote the unity of the different communities of that area. Indigenous people of various communities walk long distances to the radio to report their tuning in to the broadcasts and to express their gratitude towards the radio ministry. Praise God with us for the blessing of being able to work alongside this radio partner The Good Sower as they sow seeds and reach harvests in the communities of Chimborazo Province, Ecuador

HAITI – RADIO LUMIERE
Witchdoctor and Family Come To Know Christ Through the Gift of a SonSet Radio
To combat Voodoo, local radio partners started a program called “Operation Saturation”, a plan to distribute fixed-tuned, solar-powered radios across Haiti. A set was given to a poor non-Christian man. His wife was dying, and he surrendered most of his possessions to the witchdoctor as payment to heal her. But she died anyway, and the distraught husband began listening to his radio, pre-tuned to a local Christian station. Soon he became a believer and gave his fixed-tuned radio to the witchdoctor, who also gave his life to the Lord. Twelve of the witchdoctor’s children and his wife all made decisions for Christ!
	
SonSet Radio Distribution an Opportunity to See a Witchdoctor’s Wife Accept Christ
In 2009, a friend Stanley traveled to Haiti with some SonSet® radios. Working with our partner ministry, Radio Lumiere, radios were distributed in this country where just below half of the inhabitants are illiterate. But these people can still hear the Good News, and as they distributed the SonSet Radios, Stanley was able to witness to two members of the president's staff, in addition to witchdoctors in a fisherman's village. The wife of one witchdoctor accepted Christ. The radio signal from the main studio in Port-au-Prince could be heard more than two hours away in the mountains.

 (see EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONSE for Haiti medical outreaches)


HONDURAS
Radio Gift for Elderly Couple Results in Their Accepting the Gift of Salvation
Twenty-five SonSet® radios were given out in four isolated villages of Honduras. One elderly couple that was not physically able to walk to the closest church was immensely thankful for their gift! And when they heard about another gift – that of salvation – they were ready to leave their previous habits behind and start a new life with God. Their faces just lit up as they learned that the alternative way of living brings joy and peace. Because of their poor eyesight, being able to listen to Christian programming on the radio will be that much more meaningful in their spiritual lives!


PERU
Praise God for the impact that our radio partners in Latin America are having in their communities! José was livid. Living in the remote Andean community of Urubamba, Peru, he became filled with rage when he discovered his wife was cheating on him. He quickly concocted a plan to kill his wife, her lover and then himself. Instead, he only attempted suicide, landing him in the emergency room of the local hospital. Recovering in his room, José wasn’t in any mood to listen to the radio beside his bed. But feeling bored one day, he finally decided to turn it on. The set was tuned in to Radio Chaski. As the radio preacher shared God’s plan of salvation through Christ, José listened intently, becoming convicted of his sins and quietly giving his life to Jesus. He is now very active in an evangelical church. Pray for the ministries of our many radio partners in Latin America as they reach people for Christ.
	
From a partner in Peru:  “Praise the Lord for His provision for the radio ministry. The gospel programs continue to proclaim scripture’s truth to most of the isolated villages in the Canyon area. Technical difficulties are slowly being resolved as we learn to adapt the equipment to serve more reliably, but we need a lot of patience and persistence. Most of the Cotahuasi Canyon villages remain without anyone to visit and teach the gospel. Many confused and idolatrous religious beliefs are followed, which deny the deity of Christ and place trust in other persons or things for the hope of some form of salvation. The radio is helping to shine the light of Scripture’s truth into many places. As the gospel programs are entering unreached areas, some are beginning to take notice and listen. Small solar-powered radio receivers, pre-set to our local FM frequency have been donated for our use, and we look forward to helping many more poor and remote Quechua people listen to the daily broadcasts.”
	
From listener to partner radio station: "Almost all my life has been a disorderly life as a runaway. I was one who walked alone, no money, no friends, no one for my father. My brothers did not want to see me after I tried to steal from both of them. Recently someone told me about the Word of God and the radio program INTI ANDINA. She came almost every day for a month to my house to listen and talk about the program, and I think something is changing in me. I'm in a battle, but I have been helped by the testimony I've heard. I found Christ slowly and His immense love. On my own I read the Bible and the Word is coming to my heart." 
	
From Radio Logos, Chazuta, Peru:  Two years ago, two men from Chazuta, Peru contacted HCJB and asked for radio training in anticipation of getting a shortwave frequency to reach throughout the mountainous valley. They came to Quito and were trained, but then waited two more years until their frequency was just approved. Why radio? For many of us, radio is something we listen to for information, entertainment or inspiration. It is no longer our main source of information. In contrast imagine yourself living in a tropical jungle with no roads, telephones, television or internet. It can take weeks or more to travel to any major center where these facilities are available. But they do have radios. Pastor J used to spend one month of each year on the rivers preaching at a different place each night. He realized that most of those listening spoke another language so he could never reach them all. He wanted a radio station! There was no other viable alternative! Through God’s grace, lots of planning, prayer and partners who responded financially, that dream became a reality on July 21, 2012. Radio Logos (the essence of God) now transmits the Word of God in 10 languages found in the northern Amazon Basin. August 31 Ray attended the inauguration/dedication of Radio Logos in Chazuta, Peru. There were about 300 in attendance, with 10 languages represented. A course in how to make radio programs was just completed so participants in this course were interviewed on the impact radio was having in their community. One of those attending said, “Many of those we have talked to about the Lord thought we were telling fables until they heard the Word of God by radio in their own language!” (Folk lore is very common in their culture). Other comments: - “The radio is having an impact on our community.” - “The radio is uniting us.” - Pastors are being trained, people are coming to Christ, courses and events are coordinated and communicated. 
	
Shepherd Boy Hears About the Good Shepherd on Radio
Alex is a boy who spends most of his time alone in the Cotahuasi Canyon in Peru, shepherding his family’s alpaca herd. He is grateful to have a SonSet radio so he can listen to gospel programs on Radio Senda Cristiana. The radio director writes, “These solar-powered, fixed-tuned radios have been a great blessing, especially for many who can’t read. They make it possible for them to hear God's Word, faithfully and clearly presented on the radio. Where missionaries could only visit several times a year, the radio waves deliver Bible teaching every day, penetrating into all the nooks and crannies of the world's deepest canyon above sea level.”


NORTH AFRICA / MIDDLE EAST

We celebrate that God is using our radio broadcasts into Syria and Egypt today. A listener from that region has just responded, through social media, to say thank you for the broadcasts. He is listening every day and thankful to sense the spirit of God through the airwaves! We celebrate and pray for that individual (who we know represents others as well) that they would be encouraged and continue to grow in faith.
	
We celebrate that one of the contacts from Saudi Arabia has finally received a copy of the Scriptures into his own hands. The challenge seemed impossible when the request was made, and it took 6 months of effort and partnering to get it there. He now gives his gratitude as it has finally arrived! We can rejoice and pray for his security and for the spreading of the gospel through the Word of God.
	
A young brother, a Christian for 7 years, was been arrested and incarcerated with a maximum sentence. His crime? Evangelization. He was under suspicion for some time; followed by a time of surveillance by local authorities. They eventually discovered Bibles in his home. This was enough to put him in jail, but he was miraculously released to his family, pending his appeal trial.
	
A man in North Africa began listening to a radio station on his satellite TV. He was drawn to the Christian messages of hope and love and wanted to find out more. He wrote down the contact information given during the broadcast, but he was afraid his communications would be monitored. So he kept listening – year after year, for six years -- until in desperation he devised a plan. 

He was so hungry to know more about Christianity that he spent a great deal of money and invited his entire family for a vacation outside his own country. His real purpose was to have the freedom to call the radio station. So while on vacation, he made several phone calls and talked to the producer of the Arabic-language programs. And the professor prayed to accept Christ’s offer of salvation. 

But he now had to return home and was not yet ready to let authorities discover he had become a believer. So he kept listening to the radio programs and grew in his faith. This new believer was so hungry to know more about growing as a Christ-follower that he overcame his fear of being found out and now regularly contacts our radio programmer, who is discipling him. 

Can you imagine being that hungry to know Christ? Praise God that His powerful Word is transforming lives in many countries of North Africa and the Middle East.
	
A group of believers gather for radio program production training. As they share their testimonies of their journey to faith, the following story unfolds to our trainer’s amazement.
A young woman shares how she heard the Arabic-language radio programs by chance. They touched her, and as she listened in secret each day, she realized that to know this God in more depth she would need a Bible. She knew no Christians, but her desire to know this God grew, and at last she did something unthinkable! She went to the town square and went up to the first man she met and asked, “Do you know of the Bible and where I might find one?” The man said, “I know of this book and I know someone who has one. Meet me here tomorrow.” Risking the possibility that this was a trap, she returned, and the man brought her a Bible and another book about Christianity. With the Words of God in her hand, her faith grew and she began to walk with Jesus faithfully.

A young man in the circle introduces himself. Smiling he says, “I was the man who brought her the Bible!” He had been fascinated by the courage of this woman and asked a member of his household for a Bible to give her. He had intended to join a terrorist group, but after this, he started to read the Bible, too. Just three weeks before signing up and leaving for training with the terrorist group, he changed his mind and dedicated his life to Christ. He ends the story, “And now we are married!”

An older man in the group speaks up, “I was the family member who provided the Bible!” 
These three followers of Christ now broadcast radio programs, reaching out to their community with God’s Word.
	
Recently, we heard the story of a young girl who wrote in to the radio station. She had become a Jesus follower after listening and was asking if they knew of a church in her area. She lives in a closed country where believers are not welcome and no Christians are meeting near her location. Radio is her only tie to Christian fellowship in a place where following Jesus is most likely a crime. Praise God for encouraging responses to our ministry!
	
Ali, a man from the Middle East, was studying to be a Muslim cleric, but the Lord intervened in his life. During his last semester of studies, Ali was required to do a comparative study of religions, and he chose Christianity. He was not fulfilled in his Muslim faith, and he desired to know God. After numerous years of study and questioning, he came to Christ and was baptized. He now works with us to produce radio programs in Arabic to reach out to others in his country who may be searching just as he was.
	
Authorities came to one believer and said, “Stop talking about Christianity and meeting together or we will publish your name, your picture, your address and those of the people you associate with.” But the believer did not stop, so the names/pictures/addresses were published. “Now we have more freedom,” reported that believer, “because everyone already knows we are Christians!”
	
A man wrote to us to find out more about Jesus. “I don’t know any Christians,” he said. Two brothers from another country agreed to travel to visit this man (risking that it was a trap). They talked with him about Jesus, and the man accepted Christ as his Savior! It’s estimated that 95% of those living in this region will never meet a Christian. Praise God for radio and the Internet where they can be introduced to Him.
	
My name is Hassan. I discovered shortwave radio programs that shared the Gospel in Arabic. I listened carefully for a long time, and finally I became a follower of Jesus. I learned how to produce radio programs and now others are hearing the Good News from me on their own shortwave radios! Recently I returned to my home village for a visit. A friend said, “I heard a radio program that talks about Jesus. The voice sounded like yours!” My heart pounded with fear. But I prayed to be brave and told the man that yes it was my voice. He asked, “Do you really believe those things you say on the radio?” I invited him to go to a quiet place where we could talk. I was able to explain the Gospel to him, and he accepted Jesus as his Savior. I praise God I had the courage to admit I was the program producer!
	
My name is Saida. I’m 23 and live at home with my parents and siblings. My father is a car mechanic and my mother cleans houses. I stay at home and take care of the household chores. We don’t have a computer or Internet in our house, so I turn up the TV loud so I can hear it wherever I am. Once I was so bored I went through every radio channel available through our satellite TV, and I found one I really liked. I especially liked the songs they were playing and the programs on various topics. I was curious to hear about something new to me – Christianity. I wanted to find out more, so I texted them, telling them I like their station and want to be their friend. I keep listening to learn more about Christians.
	
My name is Fatima. I started listening to radio programs I discovered on my satellite TV. They talked about hope and love found in Jesus, and eventually I gave my heart to Christ. When my father found out, he was furious and refused to let me leave the house.I was trapped! One day I was able to sneak out to buy groceries. The shopkeeper asked me if I was a stranger. In desperation, I told him I lived nearby but my father would not let me go out. When he asked why, God gave me the strength to explain about the Christian radio station. The man smiled and explained that he also had secretly given his life to the Lord after listening to the same radio station. Ghalib and I are now married, and we contacted the radio station to tell them how thankful we are that they shared the Good News.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio programs to change lives in North Africa and the Middle East! A radio listener wrote, “All your programs have created a desire and passion in my heart to learn more about the Savior of the whole world Jesus Christ, and Christianity that I know nothing about. This letter I am writing is to open doors for me to get to salvation since my life has been empty and lonely.” Pray that radio will create a hunger in listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
One listener wrote, “For a while now, I have been searching for something that was missing in my life. Then I heard your radio program. From the loneliness and sin that filled my life, I have entered into the 'new world' you spoke about. The truth I now believe is that Jesus is the Savior of the world. Since Jesus was sacrificed for me, I have no other choice but to accept Him." 
	
A new Christian came to Christ but was thrown out of the house by his family and harassed by the police. But he remained a firm and faithful follower of Christ. We recorded his testimony to air on the radio stations, but masked the voice so that it wouldn’t be recognized by the police or his family. But when the Christian heard the recording, he was not pleased. “It’s not clear enough,” he complained. “I want everyone to be able to clearly hear about Jesus Christ and what He did in my life. I am willing to risk that the police might recognize my voice. I just want the Gospel message to be clear.” 
	
In the Arab World, one of the great challenges for young Christian men and women who live in Muslim homes is arranged marriage. One young Arab man, who –unknown to his family– was a Christian, hoped to marry a Christian girl. But his father arranged for him to marry a Muslim bride. He sought the counsel of a wise Christian friend who advised him to obey his father. And in faith he married her. He committed to pray for just the right opportunity to share Jesus with his wife. He was patient, waiting for God’s time. When he came across an article that talked about Jesus, he felt the time was right. When he shared the article with his wife, she responded in amazement, “Why this Jesus – He’s just like you!” The man was able to lead her to faith in Jesus Christ, and now this young couple is serving the Lord together as they produce radio programs to teach others about Jesus. 
	
A young girl wrote, “I just heard your program for the first time. It helped me grasp and comprehend Jesus’ suffering for our sake, to atone for our sins and forgive them. Therefore, I gave my life to Jesus and promised that I would be loyal to Him all my life. I want to walk according to His teaching in the Bible even though I do not have one yet. I want to confide in Him and ask Him to keep you and help you because He listens and answer prayers.”
	
We recently had contact from a man who said that he and four others in his family became believers about one and ½ years ago as a result of the satellite radio broadcasting. Those broadcasts have now become very important to them as they grow. A number of people have also made contact asking if we can put them in contact with another believer as they have never known another Christian. Taking the risk to contact the producer of the radio programs is a huge step that takes years to overcome, so rejoice over these!
	
24 yr old male – about a Bible exposition program:  I decided to break my silence and write to you, because frankly I like very much the words from the Bible, because they teach how can a person change his way of life. I have been listening to you for long time, but not until now that I have decided to write and be a part of this spiritual calling and eternal life. I would love to read the Bible and know more about the life of our master the Messiah. I am a well educated person and a university student. When I listen to your programs about the Bible I feel a great deal of peace and comfort in my soul. My desire is to know the truth about Christianity. Send me the Bible in Arabic. 
	
Male listener to a program created for women, but which has many male listeners: I listened and will listen always to your programs, because they are honest and full of love towards the listeners. The lessons we hear over the radio direct us to the right way. I was living in darkness, but when God directed me to Jesus, He enlightened my heart. I knew him through the radio. I decided to go and visit the church which is far away. But I did despite the difficulty, and got a Bible.  My faith in Jesus is not a coincidence. Even though you are far away from me , but I can still hear your words in my ears!!
	
2 female listeners:  Thanks to all workers at the radio station for all you present all day. There is a lot of people who follow your programs. My friend and I follow a lot your programs in Arabic and Berber. 
We heard this story from one of our staff:  A female listener in North Africa gave her life to the Lord Jesus because of the radio programs. Her father forbade her from going outside the house. One day she sneaked out to buy groceries. The guy at the shop thought she was a stranger because he did not see her in the neighborhood. She told him that she is not allowed to go out of the house. He asked why, and she told him because she was listening to a Christian radio station. His face lit up and he admitted to her that he also was listening to a Christian radio and that he gave his life secretly to the Lord. Later on they got engaged, and sent to the station a letter from both of them telling us their story.
	
One of our radio program producers said, “Many churches in the region have been established because of the radio. Listeners told us firsthand that many have been gathering around the radio to listen to the songs, music, and the message together. They also discuss what they have heard and try to memorize verses from the Gospel. Many listeners in NA/ME testified to this, and a special program was created for those who “go to church” together via the radio.
	
Greetings to all whom I consider my friends at the station! I am Amani*, and I would like you to accept me as a new friend to your radio station. I am a university student, and I would like to get to know the Christian religion. Therefore, I have chosen the Bible as my field of study. My friend Rashid* told me about your satellite radio station, and I began to listen. The music and programs about Jesus have made an important impact on my life and now I listen to it regularly through my computer or phone. I’ve become an addict. I feel empty spiritually and am at a crossroad. I am writing to you for help. Please send me the Holy Bible and some study materials that can help me and get me out of this lost feeling. With no other avenue to turn, I am coming to you for answers and guidance in eternal matters.
	
I am Jamal*, and I am not a good Muslim – I observe the holy days, but I don’t go to the mosque or do daily prayers. I work as an accountant for an export company, and at the office, I put on my earphones and listen to the radio online. I searched for an online radio station in Arabic and found one I like because of the music it plays that has positive messages. I also started listening to the short programs in between the music that talk about God and finding answers to life’s problems. I started talking to my wife about what I was hearing on the radio, and we found we could listen to it on our satellite TV. So Jamila* began listening to it during the day while she is at home. We started discussing what we had heard during the day when I came home from work and decided we wanted to know more about Christianity and actually read the New Testament for ourselves. So, after three months of listening, we decided to email the station’s address and ask them to send us a copy of the Bible we heard them read so that we could learn more about Christianity. We just received a copy of the New Testament today and are excited to know more about Jesus.
	
My name is Mustafa*, and of course I grew up following the religion of Islam – it was my family’s religion and my country’s religion. But God the Father found me, and I accepted Jesus and embraced Christianity. I found some other believers and we started a small Christian church. I became its leader. Later, I was approached about learning to produce radio programs that would be broadcast on a Christian shortwave radio station to my country. Fearing persecution, I refused. But God worked in my heart, reminding me that my own people needed to hear the Good News. So I went to the training and now my programs are being broadcast. Not long after they started, we heard of two people who became believers through listening to my programs. I realize I am taking a huge risk that someone might recognize my voice and turn me into the authorities. But I am willing to make this sacrifice for the One who made the Greatest Sacrifice for me.
	
A friend approached his friend in one of the countries of North Africa and the Middle East. “Have you heard the programs in our dialect on the radio that talk about Jesus, about forgiveness and about peace?” The person asking the question had no idea that his friend was in fact the producer of this program! “Yes, I know about them,” he responded. “What do you think about what they are saying?” his friend asked. At that, the believer explained the way of salvation to his friend, and that person became a Christ-follower and was baptized!
	
Ahmed met somebody who greeted him and told him he knew all about him – his name, age, education and civic involvements. Then he said, "But I'd like to warn you that your latest direction and your relationship with Christians is not right, and we ask you to cooperate with us and give us information in order to avoid security problems.” He asked about the names of the believers and the places where they met and other details. In the beginning the man talked politely, but then our brother told him: "You can ask me about myself, but as for others this is not my business.” At that, the tone the man’s voice changed, and he began to tell threaten the believer about his problems with his divorced wife The man said he would create more family problems and problems with the court for him if Ahmed didn't co-operate with them. After two days the police called at his house. The man brought a letter to Ahmed’s parents about his faith. Ahmed’s mother called his phone and told him about what the letter said. When Ahmed came home, his father told Ahmed: "You can't live with us because this house is for Muslims only.” Ahmed called his elder brother who knows people with high ranks and told him about the situation. His brother told Ahmed, “Forget me because the way you've chosen is not our way. You have to forget us since you've chosen the path of Christ and Christians". Brother Ahmed is now a guest in one of our friend's house. He had to leave all his clothes and belongings in his family's house when they kicked him out. The believer who's hosting him is encouraging him and is praying with him.
	
A young man from Iran was a passionate Muslim and read through the Qur’an every 10 days.  He was a deep God-seeker. He went to another country as a recruit for a terrorist group and somehow got himself arrested and put in prison. One day, praying vigorously, he searched for God. Suddenly his cell was filled with an awesome presence.  He heard a voice saying:  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.”  He had never before heard those words. He turned and said:  “Who are you?” The voice said:  “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Obviously, that encounter changed his life.  His testimony created such a stir in the prison that he was released.  Now he is having a great ministry among Muslims. 
	
Our trainer was in a country to do radio training and had an address in the city someone had told him about where he might find a Christian. He relates:  When a man answered the door at the address, I told him who we were. He stared at us and then went back into the house. He returned with a 10cm (about 4 inches) stack of letters. “This is me!” he exclaimed excitedly. “You wrote these letters to me, and I believed and I am now the leader of a church in this city.” What a miracle that the letters had been not been lost or destroyed in all those years when so often letters in this region of the world are confiscated! What a blessing that the HCJB Global partners had been faithful in continuing to write this man and to answer his seeking questions! What a joy to find out – after all these years – that this young man had come to know Christ and had grown into a significant leader in the local Christian community! Ten centimeters of letters – a witness to the faithful and sovereign love of God.

RADIO VIDA
Juan is a young man who lives in Algeciras at the moment has had hard problems with his family in the past. For several weeks, he was even sleeping on the streets until he could be at home again. He was listening to Radio Vida and remembered God during the hard times. He called the station and asked for help in finding a church. Now he is part of a church there in Algeciras. He even met a young woman – and we are invited to their wedding! We continue to keep in contact with the couple, giving them advice and want to spend some more time with them, talking about Jesus.
	
Daniel was prisoner in the jail near us. He is around 40 years old and after a life of using drugs and stealing to support that habit, he found a solution for his messy life in Jesus. Inside the prison, he met a woman who at one time had attended a church, and they started to seek Jesus together. The woman is now out of prison, and Daniel may be released soon. They told us that Jesus gave them a new opportunity for a completely new life.
	
Carlos and Maria are an older couple living in Algeciras. Their grandchild is in the prison where we minister, and they listen to our prisoners’ program. They also have a child who needs special care. Through being involved with the prisoners’ program, they met people with the same problems they had, and now their son is much better. Because of this, Carlos started going to church, and has become a believer. Maria is still in the process of coming to Jesus, but she is encouraged in her journey. 
	
There was lady who had been listening for two years, but she never called us or sent an e-mail until recently. She said that after listening to the broadcasts for a year, she urged her three boys and daughter-in-law to listen as well. They all began listening very carefully to nearly all of the programs. As a result she, along with her sons and daughter-in-law, all came to Christ. Realizing they needed help to grow in their spiritual lives, they said, “We need a church.” They saw the need for a church, but they didn’t want to go because they didn’t know how a church might react when they hear their rough life stories. Finally, their desire to grow spiritually was so strong that they began looking for a church and found a pastor. At first the pastor was skeptical about them, and he wanted to know if they had made a true decision for Christ. After hearing their testimonies, he said, “You’re ready to be baptized!” A week later the five members of the family all got baptized. The encouraging thing about this story is knowing that we have well-balanced programming directed at those who know nothing about Jesus, but want to more about Him—to the point of making a decision and getting baptized. The pastor had not been involved in their spiritual growth. Everything they knew about Christianity came from listening to our broadcasts. The pastor said, “There is nothing else we need to teach them in order to get baptized!”
	
Our Spanish station Radio Vida held a special BBQ party on our office compound last week. They invited all the listeners who participate in the program that is an outreach to the local prison. Lots of people attended and had time to interact with our staff. Families and friends of prisoners take part in a live radio program that sends greetings to prisoners and airs testimonies of changed lives. During the time the program airs, in the prison there is silence. No TVs turned on, no talking – everyone is listening to the program to see if there will be someone sending them a special greeting. 


NORTH AMERICA


TECHNOLOGY CENTER
Our engineers in Elkhart, IN conducted a special training workshop for several partner technicians from Asia and Africa on how to install and maintain radio stations. One partner from West Africa is responsible for the computers at his radio station, and they frequently overheat and take the radio station off-air. He moves the computer into an air conditioned room, but doesn’t have a way to operate the computer from the control room. Our engineer showed him a software tool that will enable him to remotely operate the computer while it remains in air conditioning. This means the radio station will stay on the air and listeners will hear about reconciliation to God through his only begotten son Jesus Christ! This type of individualized training is key to creating self-sustainable ministries with our global partners.
	
Praise the Lord that the 3DX50 is on the air in Swaziland! One the first day transmitter was running at half power, and the signal was still stronger and clearer than what has been heard from their old transmitter, which has been gradually failing. During installation there were a few difficulties due to vibration from the shipping the transmitter, as well as an antenna tuning problem. We praise the Lord for the success in solving the difficulties, and that the transmitter is now on the air. You may recall, the 3DX50 represents a reduction of electricity consumption costs by 40% at the broadcast operation site in Swaziland to reach an even larger audience with the Gospel. One of our engineers will travel there to train the local staff technicians who will be maintaining the equipment.
	
Our engineers in Elkhart, IN conducted a special training workshop for several partner technicians from Asia and Africa on how to install and maintain radio stations. One partner from West Africa is responsible for the computers at his radio station, and they frequently overheat and take the radio station off-air. He moves the computer into an air conditioned room, but doesn’t have a way to operate the computer from the control room. Our engineer showed him a software tool that will enable him to remotely operate the computer while it remains in air conditioning. This means the radio station will stay on the air and listeners will hear about reconciliation to God through his only begotten son Jesus Christ! This type of individualized training is key to creating self-sustainable ministries with our global partners.
	
Our engineers used Skype to help answer troubleshooting questions from our ministry partner in Mongolia. Perry got online with them to help with a power supply issue on their FM2000 transmitter. They had emailed back and forth with several questions and answers earlier, but that was a hard way to get things done. By using Skype and a webcam on their end, Perry was able to step through several tests and solve the problem. He was able to tell them exactly where to test with their meter, while also doing the same comparative measurements here on a good circuit board. Our ministry partner wrote the following email after they got offline: "We so very appreciate your help in troubleshooting our main transmitter problem. We were happy to isolate where the problem was."


WORLD RADIO NETWORK
 “I had an accident that affected my eye and was no longer able to work. I became depressed…one day as I was driving my children to school I searched for a good radio station. I found you. Your station made a beeline directly to my heart. It was as if God was talking directly to me, helping me very specifically with my situation. Truly God has the perfect message for me each time I turn on the radio. Ever since then I have not stopped listening to you. This is my second time to send in a donation.” ~ Patricia C in Yuma, Arizona
	
Excerpts of a letter to Inspiracom station KNOG (Nogales, AZ) from listener “Noelia” in Phoenix: 
“Dear brother and sisters at Radio Manantial,  I give thanks to the Lord our God for each one of you - Marcos, Mariana, Milton, Blanquita, and the other young man who works with y’all in the mornings, in addition to Pastor Asaph, who makes me laugh so hard. You’re a very special group. With your different talents you complement one another perfectly for God’s honor and glory.  I am happy because I received a letter from you today!  Thank you…  It is thrilling what God is doing through your voices and the Holy Spirit… I am a listener that “just happened” to come across your station…a while back… It’s a little difficult because on my regular radio I can barely hear/understand you. In spite of that, I listen to you every day. I have to concentrate hard to understand your words with the [unclear] signal.  During a painful time in my life I isolated myself [even from you] for a few months. I didn’t want to listen to you. I was angry and desperate… I was angry with myself for not having the courage to make some decisions and take action on certain things…Then I began having problems with my husband.  Finally, I decided to listen to your station again. Wouldn’t you know that just then you aired a program about forgiveness for almost an entire month! I felt like God was talking directly to me.  You aired a program on forgiveness that listed almost an entire month! I felt like God was talking directly to me. Thanks for the programs “En Contacto” (“In Touch”) and “Momento Decisivo” (“Turning Point”). I was finally able to forgive myself and let out all the rage that had accumulated in my soul. I wept for several days until a peace descended upon me. [In the past] I had felt an uncontrollable hate, stronger than I ever would have thought possible.  Now in a different location and on top of a tall building, KNOG’s repeater in Phoenix gives a better signal than before, reaching thousands with the Good News of Christ.  But God is good and never abandoned me. For many months you were my only companion. I cried a lot when my children went to school and I was left alone. Several of your songs - including “Alaba” and “Yo Te Extranaré”… made me cry… Through weeping I was able to find relief and be rescued from my drowning state. You see, I didn’t have any friends and I didn’t want my family members to get too worried about me.  Often it’s hard for people to be honest with others about their problems. But through your ministry we latch onto…encouragement. I remember well the testimony from Mariana [Romero] when her father died [in Ecuador] and she wasn’t able to go be with family at that time (I think it was because of the sharathon). She knew her father was with the Lord, and that he would want her to fulfill her calling. This was a great example to me.  So today when I received your letter it filled me with joy. It’s great you write these letters and that you remember us. Many of us would like to do that sort of thing more often, but the worries and pressures of life overtake us and we forget.  …It is a joy and privilege for me to donate to your station. May God abundantly bless you. I love you very much, my Manantial Family.  Right now I don’t have any checks. My house burned and we lost everything. Thank the Lord we are ok. Please pray our house can be rebuilt and that we can return. With love, Noelia A.  (translated from Spanish by B. Lafitte)  Even in her situation, Noelia received joy by giving a donation to KNOG via credit card.  We are thrilled to report that as of September, KNOG’s repeater in Phoenix has been moved to a better location, and it appears that Noelia is in an area where the signal is clearer.  Here’s a rough translation of part of the song “Alaba” that touched Noelia’s heart:  “God goes before you making a way, breaking chains, removing thorns. He sends his angels to fight for you. He opens doors no one can close. He works for those who trust Him. He is with you day and night. Lift up your hands; your victory has come! Begin to sing and praise God. Praise God!” 
	
From a listener to WRN’s station KEPX/KEPI in Eagle Pass, TX:  “I came in last week and talked to you for a while. My name is “Charlie.” I just wanted to thank you for taking the time to talk to me. I had told you that [my wife and I] were having problems, but after talking with you, something wonderful happened. [She and I] started talking more and I got to spend some time with her on Friday. We’re not back together yet, but there is hope. I thank you…for the music you play and the words of faith and wisdom you all share. It helps me get through the day when I have my days of doubt and hardship. I was blessed today, so I am sending the $40 I pledged early. I told my sons that I met you and they were excited that I met someone famous, they said. My boys would like to go [to your church]; we might attend soon. You all are a blessing and God bless you all.”
	
From KNOG – Nogales, Arizona:    “Javier was extremely discouraged and had made the decision to take his own life. His wife had left him; he had lost his house, and many other discouragements overwhelmed him. He struggled with depression, and he had come to the end. On that Friday, Javier set up the necessary contraptions with which to hang himself. With the rope already around his neck, he decided to turn on his radio one last time before pushing the fateful chair out of the way. This was between 6:15 and 6:45 a.m. A local minister was talking live on KNOG’s morning show, “Este es el Día” (“This is the Day”). Pastor Crespo’s topic for that morning was “depression”, and how God can bring a person out of that dangerous pit. Javier was drawn in. Pastor Crespo was speaking “directly” to him - infusing him with hope, helping him not feel alone, giving him courage. Removing the noose, Javier fell to his knees, weeping. He asked the Lord Jesus Christ to give him hope again and to heal him of his depression. By 10 a.m. Javier had phoned KNOG personnel to tell them what happened and to thank Pastor Crespo for letting God speak through him to his very soul, saving his life. As far as we know, the outward circumstances of Javier’s life have not changed significantly, but his inner life has.”
	
The protagonist in this story is none other than a bottle. MILTON [DE LOS SANTOS], one of our on-air personalities, approached Marta, a sales clerk in Home Depot. Martha recognized the sound of Milton’s voice, and said that before they talked business, she really needed to tell him about something. “I listen to Radio Manantial all the time,‟ Martha told him. “I believe that Radio Manantial saved my life. I suffer from depression. One night I was driving my car on Interstate 19 on my way home, driving 75 miles per hour. I took a swallow of water and placed my nearly full water bottle in the cup holder. The bottle bumped the radio buttons, and I found myself listening to a preacher who seemed to be speaking directly to me. I became so engrossed in listening to the message that without realizing it, I had significantly lowered my speed. The words I heard gave me a sense of calmness and brought hope to my spirit. All of a sudden one of my tires had a blowout! I was able to keep driving and gradually come to a stop without any problem. On the surface it would seem that the water bottle had saved my life, but I know it was truly God giving me another chance. Ever since then I have been listening to Radio Manantial. It inspires me and helps me get through the day. I still suffer with depression, but now I have my Manantial to help me overcome those difficult moments. Okay, now we can talk [Home Depot] business. 
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/ministry-service-center/christian-radio-prompts-listener-to-reject-suicide-and-put-faith-in-god.html:  Christian Radio Prompts Listener to Reject Suicide and Put Faith in God   Life had already thrown a lot at José, and in his devotion to Satan he was desperately seeking help with his problems and protection from any danger. He refused his wife’s invitations to accompany her in attending church, claiming that he already had his god. The day came, however, when this god’s answer was not good enough for José. He had suffered a stroke, and deep within himself, he cried out to the one who was the object of his faith. He implored Satan to be healed and released from his bedridden state, but it didn’t happen. In fact, his attending physicians had given up all hope. But when a Christian doctor came by José’s room and prayed for him, by God’s power, he was healed. Much to the surprise of everyone, he regained his mobility. Understanding that God is more powerful than the one he’d been worshiping, José promised to serve the Lord. José began attending church with his wife, who for him was life itself. He loved her deeply and admitted to her that he loved her more than he loved God. His wife chided him, saying this must not be as we must love Him above all in obedience to His Word. His trials were far from over, however, and before long, his wife died. With her death, José became disillusioned and wanted to take his own life. Determined to carry out his plan, he got into his car, planning his trip to a pharmacy where he would buy a bottle of pills and ingest them after returning home. But José’s plan was thwarted. On the way back home he turned on the radio. A song playing on KYRM 91.9 FM, a Spanish-language radio station in Yuma, Ariz., dealt with the topic of death. The Yuma station is the westernmost of a string of Christian radio stations of the network, Inspiracom, based along the U.S.-Mexico border. The area was deemed a “global hotspot” by the prayer guide, Operation World, in 2010. It was listed, along with Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, the Korean Peninsula and 10 other areas as “most likely to cause turmoil, conflict, suffering or even war in the coming years.” Inspiracom is a partner ministry of HCJB Global. The song that José heard on KYRM carried lyrics explaining that when a believing loved one dies, the survivors—if they too have trusted Christ for their forgiveness—are separated only temporarily from the deceased. They have complete assurance of seeing the loved one again in heaven. Soon crying uncontrollably and deeply moved in repentance, José got rid of the pills he had bought at the pharmacy, understanding that he could not control every aspect of his life but instead must trust God with it. Since that day the station’s program hosts have been his comfort and companion. He knows that just as the Lord used the station’s programming to keep him from committing suicide, others are helped in similar ways. Having pledged financial help for the station, he wants to support the station until the Lord calls him home to heaven.


PAN REGIONAL


EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONSE TO HAITI
In Haiti to treat patients after a cholera outbreak, one of our doctors noticed two women standing off to one side. When his interpreter asked in Creole whether they needed a physician’s attention, the reply was, “No, we want to see the pastor so we can accept Jesus as our Lord.” The hospital’s Haitian chaplain prayed with these two ladies. The following day a patient’s cross-shaped pendant served to spur a spiritual conversation for the same doctor. He asked the man through the interpreter if he knew what the cross meant, and he indicated that he did not. Once again, the doctor asked his spiritual colleague to step in and talk with this man about Jesus in a language that he could understand. 
	
HCJB Global Doctora Paulyna spent her birthday in Haiti with a team at a cholera treatment center. She told two of her patients that God had saved their lives for a purpose and that they should renounce voodoo and commit themselves to Christ. Through a translator, both men prayed to receive Christ and were followed up by two Haitian pastors. Now the three share “birthdays”!
	
Yonel was 12 years old. Every morning he would bring his family’s animals down a mountain path to their pasture and at night return home. But the January 12, 2010 earthquake in Haiti changed all that. Huge boulders rolled down the mountain and shattered Yonel’s right arm and leg. His family found him severely injured and rushed him immediately to the Baptist Haiti Mission Hospital. There, he was treated by HCJB Global doctors, providing medical relief in the devastated country. Jack, a Billy Graham chaplain, prayed with Yonel at his bedside while he recovered from surgery, and one day Yonel accepted Jesus into his heart. A particular joy for them both is the fixed-tuned radio that we have given them. It is programmed to four local FM Christian radio stations, with solar panels to recharge and the music plays day and night through the rooms of the hospital. The doctors gave Yonel a SonSet radio so that he could listen to the Christian station and grow in his faith. The media and the world have moved on to other news stories, but God’s story with Yonel continues. When the doctors returned months later, one of the surgeries they did was to remove the hardware from Yonel's right arm. Now Yonel sits in a wheelchair, but his beaming face and sparkling eyes are not to be overlooked. He is healing great! His wonderful, bright spirit demonstrates the joy of the Lord Jesus! He has won the hearts of all those here at the mission compound where he has been since the earthquake. Soon after, Yonel became an orphan because his father died in the quake and his mother died of breast cancer. 
	
Wadlene had arrived at Baptist Haiti Mission nine days after the earthquake. She arrived, like many others, in the back of a truck that bumped up the hill to the hospital. When I first met Wadlene, she was one of many who had been filing through the O.R. where we were racing to care for as many people as possible. I immediately started in with the usual pre-anesthesia interview questions in a mechanical, tired-after-all-this-work type way. Her answers were difficult to sort out and not linear or direct. A simple question like, "Do you have any medicine allergies?" for example, was just not registering. My medical student translator interjected that he had seen AIDS patients in his (limited) experience act this way and he was sure she was infected with HIV. Looking back now I see that it was the Lord who, at that moment, helped me to do something a bit uncharacteristic for me and especially in this setting. I slowed down and considered where and from what she had just come. All I knew at this point was that, indeed, nine days had passed and this woman who lay before me was still untreated and had been waiting all this time for any type of help. So, through my interpreter, I asked her what her experience had been up to this point. Suddenly, something clicked in her mind and I could see it clearly in her face. She recounted that she been in her kitchen cooking when her building crumbled around her. Then she spent several days in the wreckage before being freed and eventually they came to us. Her children where in another room and perished in the quake as did her husband. Incredible! Here she was, suffering for over a week with limited or no care like pain medicine or basic hygiene with a broken arm and leg caring for herself in utter despair at the loss of all of her family! I started again with the doctor stuff emphasizing that she was important and that we wanted to help her feel better and begin the healing process. Still terrified, physically hurting, and emotionally spent we moved to the O.R. where she underwent the first stages of repair for her injuries. Shortly after this our team left and, though her memory remained, I didn't expect to see her again. 

HCJB Global doctors returned to Haiti in March 2010 after they treated many patients just after the January earthquake. The doctors realized that most of the people they had originally seen needed to get up and begin to walk outside, but had been reluctant. One of our team brought 100 SonSet® radios to distribute, set to four Haitian Christian radio stations. The radios initially had to be taken outside to charge the batteries two hours a day. They were a real hit with the patients, and we were happy when this got the patients who needed physical therapy up and outside for a couple of hours a day. One of those patients was Wadlene. We again met in the O.R. again to further care for her left femur fracture. I learned that during her time at the hospital she has put her trust in Christ as Savior and Lord and continues to heal from her injuries. Several days ago she went outside for the first time since the earthquake and enjoyed some rays. We gave her one of the SonSet® radios to encourage her to get out of bed and outside to charge the thing with its solar cells while listening! 
	
By Hermann Schirmacher
Where we have a question mark in our spiritual diary, God has placed a period or the beginning of something big and marvelous. The sadness that accompanied us the entire day of Mezi’s death, the little 4 year old, was large. But God is great, and today we had the opportunity to look beyond the clinical portion of our beloved one. When the father arrived at the clinic today to retrieve his daughter’s body he asked that the pastors go to his house to pray with his mourning family. Local pastors and pastors from the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association went to their home finding the mother lying on a bed sheet. Some 40 family members were there, mourning the loss of their loved one. The pastors explained that our medical team had done everything possible to save and help the little girl. The parents had accepted or understood this to be true since they’d witnessed it personally. The pastors also shared with them the message that God had given his only Son, Jesus Christ, to save the entire world. The mother had made it known that she was not attending church and had no personal relationship with Christ. She asked the pastors to pray with her and both mother and father accepted the Lord. Other family members had been nearby and had heard the entire message. The pastors asked if anyone else wanted to accept Christ in his or her life. Eleven of the forty lifted their hands and asked God to change their lives. It was there that we were able to look far beyond the clinic to see that God’s ways are different than our plans.
	
As told by Maria Isabel Manguia (nursing director of ER at HVQ):
Today was a special morning in my life. At 3:40 a.m. there arrived in my hands a tiny frail, undernourished body the shade of dark maroon. The child was brought to me by the hands of a grieving mother who, in spite of not being able to communicate with me since I don’t speak Creole, with expressions of agony on her face. Her body language was begging me to save this part of her heart -- that little life in the green cot without protection. At first I thought she was already dead—her skin as cold as ice, rigid and without response, not responding to pain. But with the stethoscope I heard a faint heartbeat that encouraged me. I placed intravenous in her fragile right hand and gave her 350 cc of solution. I happily saw that the droplet of life that barely remained grew quickly. Her body began to move, she raised her hands looking for her mother’s embrace. In that precious instant once again I recognized the divine, loving, marvelous one who is our Creator! God, who can do anything and for whom nothing is impossible, I give to you infinite thanks because you have allowed me to be Your hands in this work and I do not tire of giving You thanks for the opportunity to save many lives. Genesis, my daughter, I am completing your prayer before I left,“Save the black people Mama, save many black people.”
	
2010-03 V&H:  The open fractures didn’t surprise an emergency medical response team from Ecuador whose jet touched down in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, less than 72 hours after a 7.0-magnitude earthquake struck the capital. Surgeons expect crushing injuries after quakes. More striking to the multi-skilled, multi-national team, though, were the open hearts of Haitians to hear and favorably respond to the message that God is love, even in the midst of tragedy. Open praises to God were also heard in the hospital wards. “I am saved, I am saved, I am saved!” a little girl sang in Creole, even as family physician Dr. Mark Nelson cleaned her wound with gauze and injected Ketamine, a drug that deadens pain but not consciousness. Nelson’s late-night work exposed more than met the eye as surgeons took her case first the following morning. Upon their Jan. 15 arrival at the Baptist Haiti Mission Hospital, the HCJB Global Hands team was greeted by tears and cheers. Two surgeons, an anesthesiologist, two family physicians, a nurse and a water engineer came at the request of Samaritan’s Purse, a North Carolina-based Christian aid and relief organization. Awaiting them were an exhausted medical staff and a physician, Dr. Bernard, who hadn’t slept since the temblor struck at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12. Also waiting for them were some 300 patients, and “everyone had about a dozen family members there,” Mark Nelson recounted later. This drama of faith played out in a 100-bed facility that was running low on diesel fuel, surgical supplies, electricity and water. Team leader Sheila Leech, a British nurse, said the seven-member team began with triage, examining patients in the rooms, hallways, closets and nearby buildings. Family physician Steve Nelson told of work “out on the floors trying to determine which cases were most likely to get complicated if left longer. Sepsis, infected compound fractures and little kids made up our priority list.” Then, with priorities set, the team’s 10-day ordeal began— consecutive surgeries during 15-hour days despite the scarcity of supplies—but they had the privilege of watching the Lord provide as needs arose. “It seemed that just when we used the last of something, new supplies arrived … over and over again!” Leech said. Joining hands in a prayer circle led by an 82-year-old operating room technician, Madame Cafah, the team worked together to place patients and medical staff in God’s hands. Mark Nelson later deemed it a “small praise and worship service in Creole.” Amid the pain, countless patients received more than physical care with at least 70 giving their hearts to the Lord through the ministry of chaplains from the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. A day before departing Haiti, British water engineer Martin Harrison—kept extra busy purifying water for the hospital, running errands and holding daily interviews with the BBC—attended a church service. He told later that the sermon was on the theme of suffering and how we should respond to it, based on passages from the book of Job. “One of the pastors had lost four of his children and another his eldest son,” Harrison related. “Yet they stood up to lead the service and to preach the Word of God.” 

SPOTLIGHT ENGLISH CLUBS
Please pray for a man who belongs to a Spotlight English Club that is conducted over Skype with participants from many countries. At the end of the call, he shared privately with the English volunteer who leads the club that he wants to commit suicide. She shared, "Praise the Lord that he promises to hang on while we are praying and searching for someone to explain things to him in his own language. He is open and likes to know that Jesus cares for him and loves him and has a plan for him even if he is so sick. We have found a Christian in his country and are trying to get the two connected. There were almost 4 long silent weeks where no one heard from Nissanka. We’d actually gotten to the point that we thought he’d committed suicide. Then suddenly he contacted us and the man in his country we asked to contact him. In his broken English he wrote on a Skype chat, “i know you prayed about me every time. i know it. thanks so much, you. thanks” Please continue to pray for these connections and Nissanka’s salvation. 
	
“I am tutoring a person with the lesson weekly, and on and off with other people, but this person is one of my best non-Christian friends that I am praying will come to know Christ, so I really appreciate the lessons that help us grow closer and are a good bridge for m e to share God’s love with my friend.”
	
The Spotlight programs have provided a safe platform for me and my volunteers to share our Christian beliefs with listeners of other faiths and for them to share their beliefs with us – thus building trust and strong relationships within the club. This has even led to listeners being confident enough to share their day-to-day problems with us, accepting help and prayer, some even attending church and one young man coming to Christ!
	
One man in an immigrant group has met God in a powerful way through the club, and two more people in that same group are very close! We thank God for this club and what He's doing in the lives of these three people. Please pray for them!”
	
Spotlight English Club coordinator [church planter in a remote area of Mexico]:  "I want to thank you for sending me all the helpful Spotlight English Club material. I have used it for 2 semesters already and the Lord has really used it to bring people to the English classes and then in turn lead them to Christ. Half of [my students] are coming to church." 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
· More people in Africa have access to cell phones than to clean water – over half of the continent does not have proper access to clean drinking water.
· According to the United Nations, at any given time, half of the world’s hospital beds are occupied by patients suffering from diseases associated with lack of access to safe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. See more “Water Facts” at http://water.org/learn-about-the-water-crisis/facts/
· Did you know? AFRICA is larger than China, the United States, Western Europe, India, Argentina and the United Kingdom COMBINED in terms of square kilometers! That’s why partnerships are so important to reach the varied peoples of this continent. 
· Our VP of International Healthcare, Sheila Leech said, "Every day 4,000 children die of water-related diseases. No other single intervention is more likely to have a significant impact on global poverty than the provision of safe water. BUT Adding sanitation and hygiene to clean water raises the improvement in people's health from 20% to 85% at relatively little cost and huge impact on human lives. Now that we are able to communicate through radio with people in remote villages about simple tasks that will save their lives, the results are multiplied exponentially."


BENIN
In late October, our engineers Jeremy, Alex, Steve and radio trainer Joseph traveled to partner Maranatha Radio in the country of Benin. The main purpose was to help them with technical needs and to see for the first time the partner’s second station, located in the interior part of the country in the city of Parakou, in addition to the main station in Contonou. They were able to resolve a number of issues, clean equipment to make it work more efficiently and give advice to the station staff for future testing and repairs. In the interior station, the manager explained how they believe the station is under attack spiritually with five employees dying in their eight-year history. Although they are a very popular station, the staff are keenly aware of spiritual conflict, experiencing opposition to their presence, and at times feel demoralized. Christianity is definitely the minority in this area. Despite hardships they exhibit the 'joy of the Lord” and seek effective ways to reach out and further the gospel message. Broadcasting is done in nine languages. One language group has no known believers in the country. This trip was refreshing to us as we not only had a very gracious host who provided for every detail and refused, adamantly, any offer to help, but also that this partner has a real concern for his community and a desire to do something about it. He confirmed to us that although Benin is the birthplace of Haitian Voodoo this practice is in retreat in Benin as the gospel of Christ is advanced. His radio stations are among the few that proclaim this Christian message here.

BURKINA FASO
Etienne was reared in an animist home in the predominately Muslim country of Burkina Faso, West Africa.  Because of the Muslim influence, Etienne’s parents thought it best that he become a Muslim and even gave him a Muslim name—Moses.  (Muslims, like Christians and Jews, also revere Moses.)  But through the faithful testimony of a high school classmate, Etienne gave his life to serve Jesus instead. As Moses led his people out of bondage in Egypt, so this modern-day Moses is a part of a team that is leading the people of Burkina Faso out of spiritual bondage and into the freedom that only Christ can bring. Today Etienne is the director of a network of eight Christian radio stations in Burkina Faso that are beaming the gospel in over 20 languages to a potential listening audience of five million people.  These stations were started through the cooperative efforts of HCJB World Radio, Francophone Ministries for Christ, Youth for Christ Burkina, and Radio Evangile Developpement (R.E.D.), a fellowship of believers from the evangelical churches of Burkina Faso.  Our engineering center provided the transmitters and antennas and assisted with some of the installations. On a recent visit to the engineering center, Etienne expressed his appreciation on behalf of R.E.D. by saying, “Our relationship with you is one of love.”
Recently a survey was taken in the capital city to determine who might be listening to the station there. The results were encouraging! Thirty-seven percent of the listeners surveyed are Muslim.  Another station reports that a Muslim man traveled 35 kilometers by bicycle to deliver this encouragement:  “…continue what you are doing because your work is a great blessing to many…press on and never give up because we all know that this is from the Son of God.” The day-to-day operations of these stations are funded by donors in Burkina Faso, yet the average yearly income there is only $240.  More than once, Etienne has sacrificed his own pay so that a station might be able to stay on the air.  We are humbled by his sacrifice and by yours also, as you faithfully support our work here.  
	
A testimony from a villager near Hounde (the station where there is a well on campus):  He lives and works with his parents long ago. He actively participated in the ceremonies and sacrifices of masks in his village. But he had developed a hatred for his parents. But one evening he heard a message on the radio that got him. This message was on forgiveness which is a source of blessing. And he testified that that night he could not sleep. A voice told him to kill himself and another to go and ask forgiveness from his parents and save his life. He decided to go wake his parents late at night and ask forgiveness. He is converted to the Lord and is grateful for his deliverance. 
	
Last December, we were touched by the work of a couple. A man and his wife live in a forty mile from Houndé. They are not in the Christian faith but listen to the radio constantly. Their marriage has been a few years but they have not yet had a child. (This is like a curse in their belief). He and his wife came to the radio requesting prayer for their situation. They confess that they believe what is said on the radio (Jesus can change your situation). The couple was taken to a church for spiritual guidance. This testimony is an invitation to pray for this couple to give their lives to Christ.
	
The phone rings during on air program at a partner station in Burkina Faso. The speaker was talking about the moral peace. He picks up and listens for a moment and then calls me (station manager) of my office so that I may converse to her. It was a lady sobbing: "My name is B. Z. I listened to the message and I was touched. The comments were probably about me and my problem. Examples the speaker has been about the host are directed to me because I am disappointed with my earthly life and I cannot sleep because of insomnia. Even my parents could do nothing for me. This bothers me since the day I am engaged in witchcraft practices because of a need for a husband. I am at least 25 years." We have invited the woman at the radio station and have put her in contact with the Pastor who takes care of the counseling. With prayers, she was delivered and accepted freely to give her life to Christ. And until now, she continues to participate in the radio activities and supports it in several ways.
	
Two wells were installed with this partner. One of the wells is on one of their radio station compounds – this was intentionally done so that people coming to get water would be introduced to the radio station and its staff and have the opportunity to receive not only clean water from the well but also Living Water as a result of interaction with this radio ministry – isn’t that cool? The second well is in an area surrounding the villages near another one of the radio station locations.
-------
We have two wells in Burkina Faso that are on the property/compound of the radio station. This is a great strategy to connect the “voice and hands” of Jesus so that people coming for clean water also have access to hear about Living Water.
	
Our translator Karim shared his testimony with us. When he was young his mother became very sick with a problem with her ears. His Muslim family encountered at Christian who prayed for her and she was miraculously healed. Karim’s father, while remaining a Muslim himself, insisted that his wife and children become Christians in order to assure their health and safety. The fruit of this is Karim himself, who has selflessly served our doctors and nurses tirelessly throughout the day.  And the light in his eyes testifies of Jesus. 
	
“One day I felt very sad. For me, life did not have any meaning. Then a young man passed by randomly with a small [solar-powered] radio. I asked him where he got this radio, and he said it came from [your radio station]. On this I came to the station to get a radio if possible. You were generous, and this is why today I can say that I am fulfilled. This small radio transformed my life like that of my daughter. I thank you for the radio. May God continue to bless you in your work!”
	
One Saturday morning, Etienne came to the RED station in Burkina Faso when he heard a knock on the door. An elderly woman was standing outside and wanted to speak with him. She had had been given a SonSet® radio from the station, and she told Etienne that after receiving it, many things had changed in her life. The radio had become her source of comfort, and through the station’s programs, her life had been renewed. The bitterness which she had in her heart was gone. God had intervened in her life and she had accepted Christ as her Savior! She also said that she was sharing her faith with her neighbors. Living all alone with her small son, she invited neighbors from time to time to come to listen to what this small radio said of the good news! But the woman was very sad because her radio had broken, and she had come to see if the station could repair it. “I gave her another receiver while recovering the old one,” Etienne said. “What joy could one see on her face!” According to Etienne, the testimonies that come to the RED station are “enriching and give us courage to persevere in the proclamation of this Christian hope which is in Jesus Christ.”
	
A son of a Muslim Imam was saved after hearing the gospel on our partner station in Burkina Faso and told us, "I was born into a Muslim family. My father is the Imam of the village. I started secretly listening to RED (the station network name). One day, Pastor K preached on spiritual blindness. I decided that day to believe in Jesus. I was immediately expelled from the family but I was welcomed in the Pastor’s house. I was glad to make peace with God through Jesus Christ. I realized I was lost if I stayed in my old beliefs.” Pray that radio will create a hunger in listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
Our medical outreach experience was a great one because of the great passion by the local believers there who operate the radio ministry. The spiritual impact was great – at the end of the day, our radio partner Etienne and his staff showed Christian films that were locally produced. The people loved them, and there are a number of stories of conversions as a result. The people group (Fulani) is 99% Muslim and are nomadic. The wife of one of the local radio team is from that people group and could speak in their own language to them. As people were waiting in line for the medical clinic, she would wander through those waiting and talk with them about Jesus. The March 2011 issue of Voice & Hands features the medical outreach in Burkina Faso and Ghana. You can see it at this link:  http://www.hcjb.org/March-2011/west-african-children-touch-hearts-as-medical-team-ministers-in-burkina-faso.html

BURUNDI
Burundi is a country still ravaged after many years of war. Yet, Christian radio is transforming the lives of so many through bringing them spiritual healing and encouraging people to offer each other forgiveness. People in parts of Rwanda, Congo and Burundi received fixed-tuned radios from Radio Hope in Burundi, and Samuel, the late manager of the station, reported that more than 2,220 persons in his community had given their lives to Jesus Christ as a direct result of the fixed-tuned radios distributed. He said these radios provided a tremendous breakthrough to these communities, which had been crushed and neglected for so long. 

CAMEROON
A radio partner in Cameroon, Africa aired a program on divorce and the teachings about Christian marriage. Soon after a couple called to say they had decided not to go ahead with a planned divorce after hearing the radio program.  
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/launch-of-radio-station-in-cameroon-fulfills-8-year-dream.html
Launch of Radio Station in Cameroon Fulfills 8-Year Dream 
For eight years local believers in the remote town of Banyo in the West African country of Cameroon had been planning and praying for a local Christian station to go on the air. Saturday, Nov. 5, that dream became a reality through a cooperative effort with HCJB Global. “When we got this station on the air, I saw a lot of joy among the local people and I almost shed tears,” said Liberian missionary Joseph Kebbie, training coordinator for the mission’s Sub-Saharan Africa Region. The station’s building is across the street from the Cameroon Baptist Convention (CBC) hospital which may be the first medical ministry in Africa to launch a Christian radio station with help from HCJB Global. A Banyo-based organization called Transformational Ministries also helped with the installation. “What a great picture of the ‘voice and hands’ of Jesus to the community of Banyo in the hills of northern Cameroon!” exclaimed Jeremy Maller, projects coordinator. “This is the only radio station in the entire area that is providing listeners with Christian content.” The two men’s excitement was evident to Regional Director Lee Sonius in Accra, Ghana, when he heard that the test broadcasts had begun. “I could tell that Jeremy and Joseph are sky high,” he said. “I know the feeling well, having been in the same situation a number of times. It is a thrill to be on hand when the switch is flipped on the transmitter and the airwaves come to life with the gospel message!” The station, called Radio Sawtu Jam Jamanu (Radio Voice of Peace for This Generation) is on the air four hours daily, broadcasting news, community-based shows and Christian programming in three languages: Fulfuldé, English and French. The 600-watt FM transmitter was shipped from the HCJB Global Technology Center in Elkhart, Ind. Staff members took turns behind the microphone, announcing that programming was ready to be heard. “They began asking people in the community to call in and let them know they were getting the station, and the calls started coming in,” Maller explained. More than 50,000 people are within listening range of the station in Banyo, a town in northern Cameroon near the border with Nigeria. “To test the reach of the signal, one of the radio staff members took me on a motorcycle to the next town with a small handheld radio that could be found in any local market,” Maller continued. “We were not getting our hopes up that we would be able to hear the station well, but when we reached that community we were happy to hear Radio Sawtu coming through very well.” In March 2011 Maller traveled to Cameroon to meet with the prospective radio staff and do a site survey. In the months leading up to the installation, the radio team in Banyo began preparing the studios and raised the tower. “Joseph and I then traveled to Banyo at the beginning of November to help with the installation,” he said. “It took more than a full day of travel to get to Banyo after a flight from Accra to Douala, a bus ride to Yaounde and then a flight to Banyo on a six-seat, single-propeller plane.” “When we arrived on the dirt airstrip, we were greeted by the local community members as well as the radio staff and two missionaries who had been supporting the process of establishing the station from its beginning eight years ago,” Maller related. “At one point the missionaries were ready to concede that the government would not grant the license. But some local believers took over the effort and helped push the process the rest of the way to allow the station to go on the air.” The station encountered many obstacles along the way. “One challenge they faced was putting up a 60-foot radio tower without any equipment to lift it,” he explained. “Instead of using heavy machinery, a group of local Cameroonians gathered around the tower and literally pushed and pulled it up into place!” HCJB Global will continue to be available to provide technical support, and “subsequent training will definitely follow,” Kebbie said.
“It was so good to be part of a project like this,” he added. “It’s more than just history, it’s telling His story—the story of God’s love.”
Here is a thank you from our partner after Jeremy and Joseph left, “It just seems too good to be true—that Sawtu Jam Jamanu, FM 99.7, is up and broadcasting! It certainly would not be true if you two had not come and spent an intense week with us in installing our equipment and teaching our staff in its use and helping us in so many ways in doing what we had never done before. All this was built on the foundation of preparation that you and your colleagues have made over the last eight years since we first approached HCJB for help in establishing a radio station. From the first, HCJB has been encouraging and helpful to us. I think without the encouragement of HCJB we would likely have given up on the project years ago. We certainly would not have had any idea where to begin in trying to set up a broadcasting studio on our own. To have you provide for us an integrated and functioning broadcasting system is a great blessing indeed. Now that we are up and running you have promised us support in terms of technical advice and I am quite sure that we will be contacting you much in the near future with many questions. Thanks for being available. Further good news is that the initial reports coming in indicate that we are reaching out significantly further than we had hoped to reach.  Suddenly our ability to reach the Fulani as well as many other tribes in this area has greatly expanded. To you both we say,  “Thank You, Thank You, Thank You”,  “Useko, Useko, Useko”, “ Mi Yetti, Mi Yetti, Mi Yetti.” As the Gospel of Jesus Christ is broadcast out over FM 99.7 we are anticipating that it will be going out to many Fulanis who will eventually join that great group standing before the Lamb proclaiming,  “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  And to think that they first heard the Gospel on FM 99.7 can only make us glad.”

CONGO – PIONEER CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL
Nov. 29, 2013:  “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  His mercies never come to an end.  They are new every morning, new every morning.  Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord!  Great is Thy faithfulness.” 
When a urine infection is very serious, our lab technicians sometimes report “WBCs TNTC” as the result of the microscopic exam of urine sediment, meaning that the White Blood Cells (the ones that help the body fight off infection) are Too Numerous To Count. No, we’re not sick.   I am reporting that God’s blessings to us here at Pioneer Christian Hospital in Impfondo this past couple of months have been too numerous to count.  One of my grandmother’s favorite songs was “Count Your Blessings.”  I try, but I can’t do it!  Blessings TNTC!  (list of 22 Beth can supply if needed). Praise God.  We serve an infinite God.  His mercies are new every morning.  Without limit.  TNTC.

COTE D’IVOIRE – FREQUENCE VIE
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner Radio Station Frequency Life was launched with the help of HCJB Global. During the most recent coup and violence, the station was able to continue broadcasting. The manager wrote us, "A soldier came to the station and gave me (the equivalent of US$328). He told me that when he was in his hideout, the radio was his only companion. There was no pastor at his side, but he listened to the broadcast on his mobile phone, and the songs helped him to keep his spirit up. As soon as the situation became more normal, he went to get his wages, and his first thought was to give it all to the radio station. Testimonials of that nature have been many." Pray that radio will continue to be a source of encouragement and discipleship for believers in Africa.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO – RADIO KAHUZI
Pastor, Radio Alpha Omega, Goma: “Many people come to my office every week to repent and believe in Christ. Honor and praise have to be given to our Lord Jesus Christ. Radio is a fantastic and powerful weapon to conquer the darkness of Satan. Last week a barman who came to repent and receive Christ in my office said the following: ‘Radio is a terrible and brave evangelist because there isn’t any evangelist who could try to convince or approach me.’ But while hiding in a prostitute dwelling, he was listening to the programs from our radio station until he decided to come out and return to Christ.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
July 28, 2006:  Transmitter Stolen from Christian Station in Congo Returned 10 Years Later
An FM transmitter stolen by marauding soldiers from Radio Kahuzi, HCJB World Radio’s partner station in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo, 10 years ago, was returned to its rightful owners in time for the ministry’s 15th anniversary.

Richard McDonald, a missionary with Believer’s Express Service, Inc., who operates Radio Kahuzi with his wife, Kathy, said the 200-watt transmitter was returned on Tuesday, July 4, exactly 15 years after the station received a broadcasting license from the country’s former president, Mobutu Sese Seko.

“Praise the Lord!” McDonald exclaimed. “Another answer to years of prayer and waiting. What an anniversary present for the Radio Kahuzi team and all our prayer warriors!”

Radio Kahuzi, the country’s first non-governmental radio station, went on the air in 1992, making it one of the first stations in the “radio planting” outreach of HCJB World Radio that has resulted in more than 300 Christian stations going on the air in more than 100 countries. The transmitter was provided by the mission’s Engineering Center in Elkhart, Ind.

The story of the stolen transmitter began in 1996 during the country’s eight-year-long war. The king of the Bashi tribe of 2 million wanted his people to hear the “good moral teaching” that he was hearing on Radio Kahuzi, so he invited McDonald to bring the FM relay to his mountain home. Together they placed the antenna on his rooftop so the signal from the station could be picked up and aired to his people on the other side of the mountain.

“Shortly after they completed installing the equipment, there was a surprise attack and invasion by foreign forces,” McDonald explained. “There was much pressure placed on the Bashi king to involve his people in the ongoing fighting, but he refused.”
 
The soldiers then began using the king’s home as their headquarters, forcing the king to go into hiding. When the soldiers decided to leave his home, they took the radio equipment with them.

As they were marching through the remote village of Walungu, the soldier carrying the transmitter and coax cable was tired and offered to trade it for an old man’s goat. “The old man feared that the equipment had been stolen from the Bashi king, so even though he had no desire to have the equipment, he exchanged it for the goat, considering it an offering for his king,” McDonald said.

Fearing the marauders would return, the old man abandoned his home and village and fled to a distant, isolated location to wait out the war. He carefully buried the transmitter in the ground beneath his hut.

During the long years of war, the old man’s wife died. The king remained in hiding, but the old man stayed faithful to his king, carefully guarding the transmitter during the entire time.

Now 80 years old, the man recently contacted the king, saying he was waiting for him to return to his home so the equipment could be returned to him. But the king had not come back to his mountain home. Instead, after years of hiding, he had gone to serve in the senate in Kinshasa and was preparing for federal elections July 28-31. He will continue to be an automatic member of parliament along with other tribal kings.

The king has offered part of his home near Bukavu to set up and test the transmitter. A new tower for the antenna has been erected outside his home.

Years of being buried beneath the hut had ruined the carton containing the transmitter, but the equipment itself only suffered minor damage, McDonald added. “With some external cleaning, we hope the transmitter will soon be back on the air, broadcasting [in Walungu] at 102.1 MHz!”

Mike Axman, the engineer in Elkhart who designed HCJB World Radio’s FM transmitters and helped install a shortwave transmitter at Radio Kahuzi in 2001, said he’s amazed the equipment was returned after being missing for so long.

“We’re just happy that after all these years in can be put to good use again,” he said. “We thought perhaps it had fallen into the hands of non-Christians and was being used in Tanzania. We’ve considered keying our transmitters with a password to keep them from being used in cases like this. There was a similar situation in Liberia where some of our transmitters were stolen.” (HCJB World Radio/Radio Kahuzi)
	
Radio Glory – An Answer to Twenty-One Year of Faithful Prayers
In 1993, Jim Smith talked to the missionaries at HCJB Global’s Technology Center about how local Congolese believers had already been praying for ten years that Christian radio would be possible in (what was then) Zaire.

Eleven years later, with the help of HCJB Global, Towers for Jesus and Laban Ministries, containers of equipment began their journey to the (now) Democratic Republic of Congo, and twenty-one years of faithful prayers were answered as Radio Glory made test broadcasts in June 2004.

Around noon Pastor Mboma said, “Write a letter to us so we know you are listening.” By 4 PM, ten letters from several villages had been delivered –by bicycle and by foot. Tears of joy flowed as the staff at Radio Glory gave God glory for the joy of on the air broadcasting the Gospel!

One month later, they had 167 handwritten letters. Many said, “This is a miracle, to hear our own people on the radio in our own language.” Four men came to the radio station one day, all four from different villages, all four from different paths of life. All four accepted Jesus that day. 

A group drove by truck to villages all over the area to see if people were listening – in every case they were. In fact, in one village they didn't want to be bothered by the visitors because they were so intent on listening to the Gospel message being presented on the station.

On the dedication day in , a crowd of over a thousand heard Pastor Mbuku preach the Gospel, and many followed him in the praying the sinner’s prayer. Government officials were guests of honor and thanked the missionaries for coming to lift the Congolese people from darkness and give them hope for the future and teach them about Jesus.

Within four months, over 7,000 letters – all hand delivered -- had been received.

Twenty-one years of faithful, believing prayers – may Radio Glory challenge us to be faithful in our prayers!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/voice-of-the-mother-two.html:  The long-distance call had come from Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). When Curt Bender put his ear to the receiver, all he could hear was the sound of people wailing as if something tragic had happened.
 
“I never know what the Lord has in store for me when a call comes in, but this time I was completely taken aback,” remembered Bender, an HCJB Global engineer. Even the explanation offered by missionary Jim Smith in Nkara, DRC, was of little help.
 
“Curt, do you hear it?” Smith said loudly. “The people are crying for their mother.” When Bender responded that he didn’t understand, Smith replied that “the people are crying because their mother has stopped speaking. We need your help; the transmitter quit working.” 
 
Radio Glory mother feeds her family,” according to Smith, who heads Laban Ministries International (LMI). The station’s silence had devastated them. 
 
Smith’s parents, Laban and Marcella Smith, began the work of LMI in 1938. Thirty-five years ago Jim Smith and his wife, Nancy, started  Laban Bible Institute, whose students traveled each weekend throughout the region, visiting remote villages to share the gospel with others. No major roads connect Nkara to other African countries, or for that matter, the rest of the DRC, and this limited the students’ efforts. 

Smith then conceived of using radio in outreach and with some help from missionary engineers from HCJB Global’s Technology Center, he put Radio Glory on the air in 2004. Even with limited electricity generated by a diesel generator and high fuel costs due to the village’s lack of accessibility,  the villagers could tune to the station for two hours each morning and evening.

Within a day of Smith’s urgent call, a special cable was on its way to help get the station back on the air at low power, according to Bender. The malfunctioning transmitter was shipped to Elkhart for repairs. After that, Alan Good, a Technology Center technician, traveled to Nkara to install it and help restore the voice of the mother, Radio Glory.

A s he worked over the course of three weeks in Nkara, Good listened to the stories that a local Christian, Pastor Boma, told about Radio Glory’s impact on some of its listeners. One especially dramatic story chronicled how a man, feuding with a brother, had decided to lie in wait in the forest to kill the other man. 

“This man took a radio with him and was listening in to Radio Glory,” Good said, recounting the Congolese pastor’s story. “The Lord convicted him right there as he lay in wait to commit murder, whereupon the man confessed his sin and gave his life to Christ.”
 
Once the Radio Glory signal was restored, calls came in to the station from all over that they were hearing the station again. “We had no idea what kind of an impact the station would make on the surrounding villages and have been awed at how God has used this tool to glorify His name,” Smith said. “We often hear of individuals, families, and villages that have come to Christ through the airwaves.”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
June 18, 2010 from HCJB Global News Update
Police Complain When Technical Issues Interrupt Broadcasts from Station in Congo
When HCJB Global’s partner station in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C.), recently went off the air for a week due to technical problems, the response from local residents—including local police officers—was immediate. “It was as if the mother of a family had died!” said a local pastor who produces programs for Radio Alpha and Omega, an FM station near the country’s border with Rwanda that first went on the air in early 2009. “Listeners were calling from the east side of D.R.C., from Rwanda and some cities in Uganda, expressing their sadness,” shared the pastor in an e-mail message to an HCJB Global staff member. Some listeners said they were “only surviving because of the programs” while others volunteered to help solve the problem with the station’s generator that had been acting up since February. “A police officer in Goma told one of our producers that the number of prisoners has decreased in their prison because of our radio program,” he related. “And so they said that they needed the radio station to be operational again as soon as possible!”

The residents’ prayers were soon answered as the damaged generator has been replaced by a new larger unit, and the station is again broadcasting a powerful message of hope in this area of the country that has been ravaged by years of civil war. “Praise the Lord, many people are coming to Jesus Christ every week,” the pastor wrote. “Yesterday evening I was with one listener who was bound by the devil in witchcraft. Now he is free from the darkness after listening to our radio programs.” “Satan always loses when he attacks God’s work or God’s servant,” he continued. “Dear servants, we have to praise our Lord at all times because He is with us in our ministry and in the battlefield.”

The pastor said he’s been humbled by the response from listeners who support the outreach, paying for fuel needed to operate the generator. “We praise God that our programs touch and help our people. He has revealed to you a good way to proclaim the gospel and to even reach the hearts and minds of our population. Radio is really a good tool to build the kingdom of God.”Now he has a vision to expand the broadcasts to villages in northern D.R.C. and in neighboring countries. “We are praying to God for the government licenses for that project, and for my trips to investigate in northern D.R.C., Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo and even Sudan. I need your prayer.”

“God told me He would like to change the African continent using weak persons,” he wrote. “Do you remember the story of Gideon in Judges 6:11-20? Through radio and weak people God wants to change Africa and the world. Maybe it is through you and me.” “Pray for me, for our team and for our vision,” the pastor concluded. “Before Jesus Christ returns we have to work together in a mighty way, as servants of God, to bring the light of the gospel that will change people. Since I have begun using radio, I have found that it is the tool that can help us to change our continent if we use it in the right way.”
	
A little boy named Samuel has been listening to the children's programs on Radio Kahuzi since he was just a little toddler, and now when he makes really good grades, we give him a little present to encourage him.  One day we found out that he makes everyone in his family sit down before they open our present to thank the Lord for helping him get good grades and for the present that we gave him.  (He comes from a Muslim family!)
	
An Arab man named Omari, would have nothing to do with anything about Jesus, but after we gave him a radio, he's a faithful listener of Radio Kahuzi.  He's been listening to a program called the "Mini Bible College" and every day we hear him discussing what he heard with his fellow workers.  The others are encouraging him to believe on Jesus.  He says he needs time to think about it all, so pray lots that the Holy Spirit will open up his heart to accept our Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior!
	
Another man walks three hours each day to come to work at our neighbor's house. He says he was surprised when, the other day, he was buying something at one of the local markets, way up in the hills, and he noticed an older lady listening to one of our little red radios!  She told him that she has had it for many years, and will never part with it. She loves to listen to the sermons and music!
	
DRC Radio Kahuzi:  Some wonderful news in this period of Ramadan being celebrated in Bukavu! A friend of ours who worked at a restaurant that used to be next door, behind our house and studio, came to our front gate this week and announced IN A LOUD, JOYFUL VOICE, that he had accepted the Lord! You can't imagine our amazement as we, at first, just stared at him and thought how miracles still happen! We've been "working" on him for several years. When we first met him, he just shook his head and said that he was a Muslim and could never believe in Jesus as his Savior. But, slowly, little by little, he started listening, and asking questions after we'd talk for awhile, or after listening to one of our programs on Radio Kahuzi. He never took anything that we told him without listening intently and then, later on, he'd come back to the subject and discuss it more. Sometimes, he'd say, "Pray for me, don't give up on me," and we didn't give up but continued to pray. All in all, it was a long process until yesterday when he surprised us and made his announcement right out loud IN THE STREET! A lot of times the ministry out here is just being faithful to look for opportunities in everyday life to give out the Word, little by little, one-on-one to folks. Heaven will surely be wonderful to see how the Lord worked in everyone's life to bring them Salvation!
	
Several members of a rebel militia group pillaged a village in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of the Congo. Among the stolen items were some hand-held radios. But these stolen little radios held a surprise: they were fixed-tuned to a nearby Christian radio station. As they listened to the announcer quoting Psalms and Proverbs and pleading with them to stop their mission, the militia members halted at the edge of Bukavu and pulled back to their own territory. Several of the soldiers – including the commander – accepted Christ on Christmas Day. (The rest of this story we just learned in 2010 after the death of this general):  Days later the general of the entire force was converted and turned back from his destructive path. The new Christians listened more and more to these stolen radios and recorded the messages, sending them to other units. They even established a church, and several years later the radio pastor who had been on the air during the time of the attack traveled the 240 miles and had the privilege of preaching in their church. God uses many ways to bring people to salvation – this time He used a few stolen fixed-tuned radios!
	
One thousand radios were sent to the Democratic Republic of the Congo. One of the HCJB Global staff members was present when they were distributed to some villages in the listening area. Radio Kahuzi staff was actually able to talk with the village witchdoctor about the gospel as they explained what the radios were. A number of months later, the witchdoctor walked for two days to reach the radio station. He came to tell them that through listening to the radio his village received, he had heard the gospel explained and had given his life to Jesus Christ. That converted witchdoctor now travels to villages, encouraging other witchdoctors to give up their evil ways and come to Christ. In this one area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, many former village witchdoctors are now becoming village pastors.
	
Partner station Radio Kahuzi told about a listener to their station, “The other day, one of the men told us how he was on his way home early in the evening, and a soldier stopped him and told him to give him all his money--this was a serious problem, because he didn't have any money in his pockets, but he did have the (fix-tuned) radio! So, the soldier took the radio and that saved the man from getting beaten up or worse! We, of course, are praying that soldier will accept the Lord through listening to Radio Kahuzi programs and Scripture readings in his language!”
	
“We had a visit at our gate from Frère Crispin Murua of the Monastery in Goma. He teaches two Jesuit youth groups (about 150 total) each week and said he gets good ideas and things to teach when listening to Radio Kahuzi and requested to correspond with us. So I invited him to listen and participate in our correspondence time each morning or afternoon, and also to listen to our SMS Youth Bible study Sundays at 4 PM. His youth are welcome to participate from their listening group and correspond by SMS text message to suggest subjects, Bible passages or tough subjects youth are facing.”
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner in Democratic Republic of the Congo shared, "I had the privilege of visiting with Estheri (the wife of a Muslim business man) a few times and gave her a fixed-tuned radio to listen to Radio Kahuzi. Recently, Estheri called the station and asked Pastor Gregoire to come pray with her several times when she wasn't feeling very well, and she always had her little radio right with her. He found that she really loved and had trusted the Lord Jesus Christ! Recently Estheri died, and Pastor Gregoire took the family another fixed-tuned radio for those who would be comforted by the programming during the funeral period. Pray that radio will create a hunger in listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
A Missionary Journey into the High Plateau of Fizi and Maniema
Pastor Gregoir, one of four Radio Kahuzi journalists, made a 500 Km missionary journey through most of Fizi Territory, then into part of Maniema Province last month. Including the return trip, he traveled well over 1,000 Km. Pastor Gregoir prayed and held meetings with tribal leaders who were in conflict over tribal boundaries and gold mining, etc. In some places, on the right side of the road is Maniema and on the left side of the road is Fizi Territory. The tribes have never been able to work together. They had many meetings that led to reconciliation between Chiefs (Mwami-Kings), and their different tribes so they will now work together and develop their common ancestral territories in peace. Pastor Gregoir was encouraged by the leaders to pray and preach as he went among the villages. Later, he passed through the National Park and shared the Gospel and Words of Grace with the Park Rangers including many faithful listeners of Radio Kahuzi who recognized his voice and messages from the radio broadcasts. He also sought out Hutu refugees in the market places and shared tracts in different languages. When they chose KinyaRwandan tracts he knew they were of Rwandan origin, and was able to set up meetings where special films would be presented with the same message we broadcast to help inform and persuade the Hutus that it is now safe, to return home to Rwanda in peace. You may notice some Hutu don't want to have their picture taken as they are afraid of being forced to return to Rwanda. They have been in Congo since 1994 with a new generation being born, and have no idea as to the consequences, good or bad. 
The MONUSCO Commander was surprised that many of them stated that they listened to our messages over Radio Kahuzi but not through other radios, because they love and trust Radio Kahuzi. Gregoir also shared the Gospel as he taught children how to fish with a hook and line. We trust this will give you a small idea of what happens 500 miles from Bukavu. Each day our short wave transmitter broadcasts the Good News in various languages. 

GHANA
2013-07 Sheila Leech:  Sometimes I wonder what the impact of some of what we do really is? I wonder about spending relatively large amounts of money to take a medical team somewhere for a "one shot" experience of providing health care to a community. I wonder how we could do things better...or if we should be doing this at all. Then I hear stories like Emmanuel's story. Emmanuel was not always called Emmanuel. His name today reflects a change that has come about in his life. Emmanuel means "God with us". He did not always know or acknowledge that God was with him. Emmanuel lives in a small village in the Volta region of Ghana. He had been married, has children, but a disease inflicted him which destroyed his family and almost destroyed him. Filarial Diseases are caused by parasites which inject small "worms"  into the body. These microscopic filaria, migrate through the body, block the flow of lymph to the tissues and can cause a condition known as elephantiasis, characterized by the swelling of arms, legs or trunk. Emmanuel had been suffering with elephantiasis for years. His leg was swollen and the skin had broken down causing a huge ulcerated area over the bottom third of his leg. Emmanuel believed that it was caused by evil spirits. When I saw Emmanuel for the first time, he was waiting with all the other patients under the hot sun to be seen by a doctor. I saw that his lower leg was covered with filthy rags so decided to go ahead and clean it up to make it easier for the doctors to see what the problem was. As I took the rags away, my heart sank at the sight of what looked to be a huge necrotic sore on Emmanuel's leg and foot. Necrosis usually needs to be surgically removed and I was fearful that Emmanuel would lose his foot. However, as I gently cleaned the wound, I realized that the black appearance had to do with local remedies and leaves that had been applied. There was a huge sore there, but maybe this leg could be saved? As we talked with Emmanuel about where he could get hospital treatment, since this was clearly indicated, he shared his sad story. Abandoned by family and friends because of the ugly malodorous leg which afflicted him, he literally had nobody to take him to the hospital and nobody to help pay his bills. At times like that, I am so thankful that we work with local partners. Theovision missionaries Ben and Peter consulted and decided they would accompany Emmanuel to hospital to see what could be done. He left with a clean dressing on his leg, and perhaps some hope in his heart. Maybe someone did care about him? After that first hospital visit, we learned that Emmanuel would need to attend the hospital many times each week for an extended period of time. Who would take him? Who could pay for his dressings? We praise God that at HCJB Global we have donors who care about people like Emmanuel and so we agreed to pay for his dressing changes. The local Ghanaian church agreed to pay Emmanuel's bus fare to the hospital each week! When HCJB global missionaries Drs Marcos and Laurie Nelson went to do a follow -up visit to that community four months later, they were astonished to see a man radiant and praising God. it was Emmanuel. His leg was healed and through receiving love and kindness from the local church he listened to the Word of God and had committed his life to Christ. He was transformed! Now no longer in fear of the spirits who he thought had attacked his life, Emmanuel is a testimony to Jesus saving and healing power. Emmanuel. God with us? Yes......all the time, not just at Christmas...So...was it worth it? All that expense to take a team to Ghana? All that time and energy? Ask Emmanuel.......
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/those-who-cannot-read-among-thousands-listening-to-new-ghanaian-radio-station.html:  
Those Who Cannot Read Among Thousands Listening to New Ghanaian Radio Station 
Try to harness what lies beyond and you set yourself up for frustration … or fulfillment.  For Sylvester Kwame Nkrumah and his wife, Naana, reaching beyond fulfilled their dreams when Beyond FM went on the air this summer in their town of Nkwanta, Ghana, a bumpy seven-hour drive northeast of Accra. “As Bible translators, we have often wondered how to get God’s Word to those who cannot and will never learn to read and write,” explained Nkrumah, describing the station’s origins. “So we asked the question, ‘Beyond giving the written word, what next?’ Secondly, we know that it is only the Word of God that can take people beyond where they are.” In this regard, Beyond FM has both practical and spiritual ramifications. Nkrumah describes the station as “going beyond giving just the written word and doing other things that will make the gospel more relevant to our people and taking them beyond where they are by giving them the right information so they can develop themselves spiritually, socially, economically and mentally.” “It is a dream come true. Our desire to get the message out to our people through all means has come alive and we are grateful,” declared Nkrumah. The broadcasts cover about seven districts in the Volta region, each with a population of more than 100,000 people, and can also be heard in parts of neighboring Togo. The dream was realized with the partnership of HCJB Global, an international mission issuing a daily challenge to “go beyond the call.” One of the mission’s engineers who helped install the station, Alex Walker, observed that “people in the city believe Sylvester should become the new mayor because of what they believe he has achieved in building the station. Sylvester, however, does not claim the glory but is just thankful to God that he had a part in this ministry.” Sylvester and Naana have worked as Bible translators for 25 years, currently serving as consultants with the Ghana Institute of Linguistics Literacy and Bible Translation, an affiliate of Wycliffe Bible Translators (WBT). In 2009 Nkrumah traveled to Bolgatanga in northern Ghana for work on a documentary for The Seed Company, a WBT subsidiary dedicated to speeding Bible translation projects. At a hotel he met Jeremy Maller, projects coordinator for the mission’s Sub-Saharan Africa Region. During that meeting Nkrumah realized the visitors had come to help install his friend’s radio equipment. “My interest was aroused and we started talking,” Nkrumah explained. Beyond FM was built in Nkwanta on land without water, sewer, electricity or street access. In Ghana these developments can take time—a lot of time. “I must say that acquiring the land for the project, getting materials for the construction, finding workers to do the construction and the entire process of getting the building ready was just a miracle,” recounted Nkrumah. “The Lord led us to the right people at every stage of the process.” After visits from Walker, Maller, Steve Iwan and Liberian radio trainer Joseph Kebbie, test broadcasts from the 2,000-watt transmitter began in April, and Beyond FM officially took to the airwaves on July 1, broadcasting daily from 4 a.m. to 11 p.m. Programs air in four languages—Twi, Adele, Gikyode and Delo—according to Nkrumah, who is planning an official inauguration for April 2013. “Training the staff is always a big part of any new radio station,” said Maller. “After the radio equipment was placed in the studios and the station was technically finished, training was done to help those working in the studios become familiar with the equipment and gain some confidence working behind a microphone.” Nkrumah has been encouraged by the community’s response to the station. “We’ve received comments from Christians and non Christians alike,” he recounted. “The pastors say they had been yearning for a channel like this for a long time. It’s an opportunity for them to spread the good news to all. As for the non-Christians … they can hear what is happening in other parts of the country through the news that is broadcast. Chiefs of the area have also come over to express their gratitude for bringing such a thing to them.” “The station is important because the people can now listen to God’s Word, have access to what happens around them in the country and become known by the world around them,” added Nkrumah, concluding that “this is how they put it, ‘We were in the darkness, but now we have seen the light.’”
	
2012-Autumn Hands On (intern in Ghana):   My heart was broken last week. I knew it would be sometime during my stay in Africa, but it honestly happened sooner than I expected: first week, second day in the village. Francis was all alone. He sat off to the side, knees pulled up to his chest with his backwards black-and-yellow-striped polo shirt drawn tightly over them. He sat there for hours, sometimes looking around but mostly staring at the ground. It was obvious that the people knew who this boy was and were keeping their distance on purpose. They would see him fall to the ground, seizing multiple times per day. Francis had epilepsy. We figured the people may have believed the seizures were caused by an evil spirit rather than a neurological disorder, explaining the coldness. I took out my ever-present hand sanitizer and, doing the only thing I knew to help him, gave him some for his hands. Then I took out a tissue, applied some sanitizer and started cleaning his legs. I suddenly became aware that some of the villagers had been watching me. I made it about 10 seconds before the tears started to form. It was such a sad situation that my heart just broke right in two! However, I am sure God used us that day. Through the village watching our interactions with Francis, I pray we were able to break down some walls. I pray that by us touching him and talking to him, the villagers will no longer be afraid of evil spirits but will care for him properly. I am thankful we were able to get some smiles out of Francis and pray that he continues to have many smiles in the future. 
	
2012-10.31 Theovision FB:  The Theovision Radio Network is one of the newest areas of ministry here at Theovision. God has blessed us with 4 radio stations and the impact has been incredible. We wanted to share with you this testimony from one of the listeners. "My name is Adwoa Ruth of Assin Dominase. Quarrelling with my husband was a daily ritual in my home but with your daily teachings at NKWA FM Radio, we now enjoy great harmony and peace in the home. I have begun to love the Lord more than before. Thank you and may the good Lord bless you abundantly." 
	
2012-10.26 Theovison FB:  I want to introduce you to a gentleman that we met at a Bible Listening Program. This man was advanced in years, a very kind and gentle Ghanaian man. We were doing a follow up on the local Bible Listening Program and when it was over we noticed this man with tears in his eyes. Wanting to make sure he was not hurt or sick we went to him and asked if he needed anything. With tears streaming down his face he said to us “I never knew God could talk to me.” He went on to tell us that he never prayed and never believed in God because he always thought God spoke only one language and it was not his. But after that day listening to the Bible in his mother tongue he knew that God did speak his language. On that day he not only gave his life to God but committed to daily prayer with him and his family. 
	
2009-07:  Convulsions wracked a feverish baby boy’s body as he lay nearly lifeless in his mother’s arms. Thankfully, the mother had brought the boy to the physicians and nurses of an HCJB Global Hands healthcare team visiting the second poorest area of Ghana. Within moments, cool water was being sprinkled on the child by nurses Sheila Leech and Jessica McMillan. Leech had traveled from Ecuador; McMillan came from Malawi where she serves at an HIV/AIDS clinic operated by Partners in Hope. As part of the 18-member international team, they administered medicines and instructed the child’s mother to return in an hour. The change in the child was dramatic. “When the mother returned his skin color was normal,” shared Nate Dell, the mission’s work teams coordinator who traveled from Colorado to link up with the group. “His eyes followed movements and sounds, and he was sitting up and moving around. It seemed to my untrained eye that a life had been saved that day.” The child was among more than 250 helped in just one day at Fante Mayera, a village outside the capital, Accra. In addition, the team saw great potential for improving the quality of the community’s water supply. Rev. Theo Asare, president of local partner Theovision, and HCJB Global together had raised funds to install a well in the nearby community of Hateka in February. With help from HCJB Global, Theovision also plans to launch three Christian radio stations in Ghana this year. Theovision’s Mark Abu-Danso described the medical work as the “act that backs up the gospel” and would “greatly assist Theovision’s ongoing ministry.” One of the more tragic cases revealed small uniform scars on the belly of a young girl cut crudely with a knife in the belief that it would allow evil spirits to escape from her. Two blind men also came, hoping the team’s reading glasses would give them sight. “It speaks of the hope that people put in us and the desperation they face when we can’t help them,” said Leech, HCJB Global Hands’ international healthcare director. After several days with Theovision in Ghana, the team traveled to neighboring Sierra Leone to work with local partner Radio Life Venture 97.2 FM in Freetown. As in Ghana, the team’s medical ministry was featured on local radio stations as a palpable extension of the message of Christ’s love that reaches listeners daily. Sierra Leone, emerging from 10 years of civil war, “has its challenges,” Leech added, but its potential for future Voice and Hands ministries is clear. “Many positive comments were made, especially about having a team that included Ecuadorian staff. They are flexible, adaptable and used to coping with very few comforts when necessary. It was a big adventure, and they laughed their way through Africa. Their spirit was contagious!” More than 2,000 of some of the world’s poorest people received  medical care during the 2½-week outreach, demonstrating how media and medical ministries work hand in hand. “Our transformational goal in Africa is the merging of radio and healthcare wherever and whenever possible,” explained Sub- Saharan Africa Director Lee Sonius. “There’s no limit to what can be accomplished as we work through our radio partners to provide primary healthcare to their needy communities. Homes, families, villages, towns, cities, regions and entire countries could be transformed as God’s love is demonstrated.” “The trip exceeded expectations,” Leech added. “Ongoing ministry was launched in Ghana and Sierra Leone with radio partners. Theovision is already making plans for training health workers and setting a schedule for the rest of the year in the area of medical brigades. We’ve already discussed further input and involvement, and a proposal is being drafted. We have a phenomenal partner in Ghana!” Was the trip worthwhile? “Eternity will tell,” she related. “If, when we get to heaven, we meet a person who tells us that one day in her village in Sierra Leone a group of aboto (white people) came. If she tells how afraid she was of them, but a strange person with no hair on his head [Dr. Steve Nelson] smiled, held her and gave her medicine for her tummy that made her well … a beautiful lady sang songs to her about Jesus ... and she gave her life to Jesus when she heard the gospel story … then it was worth it—just for her!” 
	
Joseph reported during his visit in the test phase: “Generally, it’s really been encouraging as people seem to love this station around Bolgatanga. A bar attendant of a local restaurant said “Now we don’t use our computer much to play music for our customers as Word FM is really offering us great music for their test transmission, as of now they are the best and we hope to hear more great sound from 88.3 Word FM”. Most of my day was spent with presenters and management of Word FM helping them to do more critical thinking as they develop local programs that will meet the need of their community in which they work. Pastor Peter gave his best regards and express lots of appreciation for this visit.”
	
Togbi Amenyra is about sixty years old. He is a fetish priest who, according to him, assists people when they have spiritual problems. He looks healthy but has an infection on both legs and the right leg is bigger than the left one. This condition is known as elephantiasis. When the medical team was in Okortorbu in March this year, the right leg was swollen with an open sore bandaged with a piece of rag which was soaked in blood. Togbi Amenyra could not walk steadily but leaped on the left leg which also had an open sore. He however showed the leg to one of the Medical Doctors who examined both legs and prescribed a drug for him. His condition has improved; the sores on both legs are healed. The leg is shrinking to a normal size. On our second visit in June, he came again and that time the sore on the right leg had shown a bit of improvement though the right leg was still bigger than the left one which had almost healed leaving a black hairy spot. He was treated and given medicine. Three months after the follow-up his condition has improved tremendously. I had a chat with Togbi Amenyra during the second medical follow-up mission recently and this is what he said:  The infectious diseases on my legs had been a hindrance to me I could not move about as I wished. I think your coming to Okortorbu has benefited me a lot. Even though I had visited a nearby clinic a few times and had also used a lot of local herbs, there was not much improvement. The sores would seem as though healing but swell again. This condition has continued for about almost five years. But when the Doctors came here and I told them, they gave me tablets which I took. The second time I showed it to them and I was given three different kinds of tablets. Now I can see that there is improvement, the sore is healing very fast and the size of the leg is reducing. I can walk normal and go about my daily duties.  I thank your people for coming here with the medicine.
Our ‘Through the Bible’ [in the Akan language] program is now live on our two local FM stations in Assin Fosu and Asamankese. Almost immediately after they started broadcasting, we began to receive testimonies from listeners who tell us how much of a blessing the program has been to them. Here is one of those testimonies:  “I am a youth leader in the Catholic Junior High School at Fosu. I listen to your program every day, and it has been a blessing to me. Please, is it possible for me to get some of your programs on CDS so that I can study the Bible and grow more in the Lord?”   Mr. Yankey
	
Famatta (named changed) arrived at our home one morning down and discouraged. She had received a call from her family that her mother was very sick and asking to see her. It had been over two years since she had been home to see her mother….two long years that she had not been allowed to visit because she had chosen Christ over her family’s faith. Her family had disowned her and said she should never visit again, but now her mother was asking for her. We prayed and wondered if this was some kind of trick, but Famatta wanted to go, so we prayed that God would keep her safe and give her opportunities to share her faith. When she arrived in her home village her brothers were angry and gave her one hour to leave or said they would kill her. Thankfully her mother intervened and she was allowed to stay. Although Famatta was allowed to stay a few days in the village her visit was marred by her brothers who embarrassed her in the community and refused to come to the family home while she was there. Famatta counts this all worthwhile for the sake of following Christ. The exciting part of this story is that recently HCJB Global helped to start a Christian radio station in the area of Famatta’s home village. Now, thanks to your faithful gifts Famatta’s family will have the opportunity to turn their radios on this Christmas and hear in their own language the Christmas story of Christ’s deep love for them! Please pray with us that Famatta’s family will hear the Christmas message and that they will turn their hearts to Jesus!
	
Theovision recently conducted a medical follow-up trip in September to the four villages that were visited in February when a team from Woodmen Valley Chapel joined an HCJB Global team. “During the early part of the month we undertook a one-week medical follow up to assess the impact of the medical outreach we carried out earlier this year. It would be recalled that in February, in collaboration with some of our partners, we embarked on a two-week medical outreach and provided medical care and counseling services to over 3, 000 people in 4 remote villages in Ghana where we have some of our Bible listening Groups. The beneficiary villages were Amoakrom, Anwhiawsu, Lartey and Akuraa Kese. All the four villages were provided with latrines and Akuraa Kese benefitted from the supply of clean drinking water from a tube well the organization provided for the community. The follow-up team was filled with joy to see some of the villagers who were extremely sick in February now up and about their normal farming activities. Everybody who was treated in February had a testimony to share but time would not allow the team to record all. This is how most of the people in the 4 rural communities where we carried out the medical outreach started their narrations: “But for Theovision I don't know what would have happened to me …” What Theovision envisaged as a follow-up turned out to be another medical outreach all together as some of the villagers who were sick joined those who had come to give testimonies and received medical attention. To the surprise of all, the team discovered several cases of Yaws in one particular community. This was reported to the Municipal Director of Medical Services when he paid the group a visit on the field. The director promised to conduct further research on the prevalence of this infectious tropical disease in the area and take immediate steps to curb it. Most of the people who turned up for the review were full of gratitude to God and to Theovision and its partners. Theovision in turn, is grateful to you, our partners, for equipping us in diverse ways to bring joy to these people.
Testimonies:
· My son had a very big sore on his left shoulder. It started like a boil but before we realized, it had become infected, swollen and full of pus. His body was bent towards his left hand side because of the pain. We knew he was suffering but we did not have the money to send him to the hospital which is far from this place. God heard our prayers and brought your medical team here. Now my son is completely healed. Only a small scar serves as a reminder of the big septic sore .My family and I thank God for Theovision. You have saved our son .God richly bless you.  Amoakrom
· A middle aged man whom our team interviewed declared, ‘’Ever since you people came and gave us medical care nobody has died in Akuraa Kese and its satellite communities unlike previously.”
· The chief of Lartey could not hide his joy when the Theovision team went to his house. “People are shocked to see such a beautiful latrine in this village. They say it is fit for Accra (national capital) not Lartey.” He told the team this as he smiled broadly with pride. According to the villagers, most of the water borne and infectious diseases which they used to suffer from are now things of the past because of the clean drinking water and the latrines Theovision and its partners have provided for them.
· Jacob Sackey was fortunate when Theovision’s Medical team visited Okortorbu. He narrated his story to one of our medical Doctors and after thorough examination he was given a drug, which he was to take once a day for two weeks. Mr. Jacob Sackey, 60 year old man at Okortorbu, said he had skin rashes on his chest when he was thirty years old. According to him he had visited several hospitals and used local herbs but the situation had not improved. The rashes, Jacob said, developed into boils which will become an open sore. The sores, he said, will heal and leave a black itchy spots. In a matter of weeks a fresh set of boils will emerge again and the circle has gone on for the past thirty years. Amazingly enough, Sackey said before the end of the first week all the rashes and the black itchy spots had disappeared and he felt no pain or itching again. One month later when an official from Theovision visited the village, Jacob was very happy and freely showed his chest and how the medical outreach had benefited him. He was very grateful for the blood-monitoring-equipment and the medical outreach in his village.
	
“Drinking was destroying my life,” confessed 32-year-old Kofi, a farmer in southern Ghana. “My life was a mess and I was suffering. I was known as a drunk, and people would make fun of me. Sometimes I didn’t even know which city I was in.” Kofi has a farm near Asamankese, a city about 50 miles northwest of the capital, Accra, but he lives in town with his 9-year-old daughter and 6-year-old son. His wife, Ekuwa, works in Accra. “I would drink and come home late, not even recognizing my children, not knowing their state or whether they had eaten or not,” he admitted. Kofi’s children and brother urged Kofi to quit drinking and listen to the local Christian radio station, Nkonim FM, because of the Christian programs it airs, including “Faith Comes by Hearing.” “I was listening to the station in my room and it was interesting,” he related. “That’s when my life was transformed. Listening to the radio has been helpful to me because now I’ve stopped drinking, I come home early and I take good care of my children.” Kofi and his children get up early each morning to listen to the programs, and afterwards the children go to school while he works on his farm. “I was listening to the [radio] station in my room ... that’s when my life was transformed.” “The programs on the radio also have benefited us a lot because they have taught us personal hygiene,” Kofi said. For example, he and his children now wash their hands with soap and water before every meal. “Another benefit of the radio in this farming community is that it informs us of the weather conditions ahead,” he continued. “This helps us know when we should go to the farm and when to leave before the rains come.” Heavy rains can cause flooding in the area, leaving people stranded and unable to return to the city.  Nkonim FM is one of three community stations started by partner Theovision in Ghana with HCJB Global’s help in the last three years. Radio producers create special storytelling programs for children, topics on healthy families and marriages and advice for business people. Shows such as “Time with the Doctor” offer health education and hygiene training. Programs that provide evangelistic messages and discipleship teaching speak to the spiritual needs of the region.
	
1,000 SonSet Radios were sent to a partner radio station in Ghana that is located in an area that is almost all Muslim. But because the station is a community radio station, everyone listens! The station manager wrote, Greetings to you all in Jesus' name. This is just to express our profound thanks to HCJB for the 1000 radio sets you donated to our station. We are so thankful to the Lord for HCJB. This will really enhance our efforts to make Jesus known in our region and beyond. We are amazed by your continued support and prayer to make us make difference for Christ. We have tested the quality of the radios and it is superb! It’s so handy. And no buying of batteries! The sun is our real friend now. And even light bulbs in the rooms are able to recharge the batteries! We are so grateful to you all. The Lord Bless you. United in Prayer so others would see the Beauty of the Cross. 
	
We received an email from a pastor in a highly Muslim area, and also the manager of our partner radio station. He wrote, “We are so thankful to those who made it possible for us to have the radio sets. Many who could not afford to buy a radio are now hearing the Word of God clear and live! Lives are being touched and changed through these radios. The youth, the elderly, traditionalists, educated and non educated men and women. Under trees, churches are being formed through these radios. These sets are really touching lives and making a difference.”  
	
The March 2011 issue of Voice & Hands features the medical outreach in Burkina Faso and Ghana. You can see it at this link:  http://www.hcjb.org/March-2011/west-african-children-touch-hearts-as-medical-team-ministers-in-burkina-faso.html
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio programs to make a difference in lives in Ghana. The power of radio as an effective means of spreading the gospel was once again reinforced by a call recently received from a listener in Ghana: “I was listening to the radio in my village when at dawn I heard the Through The Bible message in Twi. From that day, I have continued to tune in at that time and have been listening to the program. I can say that it has had a great impact on me and my family. As for my personal Christian life, it has helped to transform it. The statement that has most blessed me is when you were teaching the book of Matthew and you said that once I have the light, nobody can take it away from me.” Pray that radio will continue to help many throughout Africa grow in their Christian walk.
------
“The power of radio as an effective means of spreading the gospel was once again reinforced by a call our Pastor in charge of TTB [Through the Bible] recently received from a listener in Yendi (Northern Region of Ghana). The kind of acclaim the caller made about the impact the TTB teachings had had on him impressed the man of God so much that he travelled 748 kilometers just to interact with the caller and his group and encourage them in the Lord. Below is a testimony from the caller: ‘I was listening to the radio in my village when at dawn I heard the TTB message in Twi (a Ghanaian language). From that day, I have continued to tune in at that time and have been listening to the TTB program. I can say that it has had a great impact on me and my family. As for my personal Christian life, it has helped to transform it. The statement that has most blessed me is when you were teaching the book of Matthew and you said that once I have the light, nobody can take it away from me.’  Emmanuel Jekan, Yendi”
	
Praise God for the way He is using partner healthcare outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. HCJB Global helped fund a well installation with a radio partner in Ghana in an area where the population is predominately strong Muslim. At the dedication of the well, the account of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well was shared. The villagers were told whoever drinks from this well will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that Jesus gives will never be thirsty. There was silence for some minutes. Then four men walked boldly through the crowd to the center of the gathering and openly accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior! Pray that many in these communities will learn about the Living Water and come to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
Praise God for the way He is using partner healthcare outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. More people in Africa have access to cell phones than to clean water – over half of the continent does not have proper access to clean drinking water. After a well was installed through the collaboration between HCJB Global and Theovision International, a village elder reported, “For over fifty years, we had no good drinking water. We drank from stagnant streams and walked miles in search of water. We suffered from many water-borne diseases. However since you supplied our village with the well and clean water, nobody has complained of any of those diseases. Thank you and God bless you.”  – Village Chief from Hateka, Ghana, where HCJB Global installed a clean-water well in collaboration with our radio partner, Theovision International
	
I’m an evangelist, so I thought I knew God’s Word, but your program revealed many things to me that I did not know before. The messages have really opened my eyes to know the Bible better.
	
2013-08.29 intern testimonials from AMazella:  
Through HCJB Global's summer internship to Ghana I learned how to be a servant of God. By putting all of my faith and trust in the Lord, I saw the fruit that God produced through us and that we left behind in the villages. Each day was an adventure and we never knew how God would make Himself known. Whether it was a smile from an old man, a hug from a child, the kindness of a village chief, or the nature that surrounded us, the love God has for us was made evident every day. This trip made me feel more  connected to the people in Ghana, myself, and God. Milly - 

Through this medical outreach many have heard the gospel for the first time and become followers of Jesus Christ. Still, many more have been encouraged in their faith. It has been my privilege to witness God change lives and transform communities as we do our best to meet their physical needs. Rochelle - 

It’s hard to express how special this summer internship was for me, I met so many great people, I was able to see how blessed I am, and the most amazing thing is how my relationship with God changed in so many good ways, I was able to see how God's hand works in so many different ways to make amazing things out of simple things, I felt so good to have the support of a beautiful team and to be part of that team, I've always been amazed of God's love, and in the time that I shared with this team I was able to feel His love in a way that reminded me of that "honeymoon" time when you first accept Jesus in your heart, I just loved the passion, the strength and the effort that everyone puts into these internships for God's glory, before I went to Africa I already had this crazy dream to become a missionary, and now that I'm back in my country I have this burning wish to keep working for him, I would love to become a long term missionary and use the gifts that God has given me to glorify His name and to show His love to everyone... I'm just so thankful for everything God is making, for the doors He is opening and for the opportunities that are to come... Thank you HCJB Global Team for reminding me everyday how great is our God and thank you for letting me be part of your team. Diana - 
Evangelism was at the heart of the whole program. The team took advantage of the least opportunity they got to minister God’s Word to the locals. This time the registration section was separated from the waiting area and this paved way for our missionaries to engage the waiting public at two different points. So while they receive God’s Word, they took turns to see the Doctors. People who needed counseling were also referred to the local missionaries for help. The local missionaries lead many of such people to Christ after counseling them. At sunset in New Bakpa, we saw large groups of people already gathered for the Bible listening program. The medical outreach team, some Theovision’s partners, the Chief of New Bakpa and some local missionaries joined members of the Bible listening group. In the evenings Bible listening. After hearing a passage of the Bible in the Ewe language, bible discussions ensued. Three people shared testimonies about their encounter with the audio Bible to the delight of the visitors.
A pleasant surprise awaited the medical team on the final day. In a gathering of some of the leaders of the community and our outreach team, the locals spoiled the outreach team with gifts of beautifully woven kente, beads and some traditional dresses. These items, which are the pride of the people of the Volta Region resonates their deep appreciation to the outreach team. This gesture reechoed the silent words of “thank you for caring for us” that was in their hearts
	
November 2008 email and its August 2009 follow-up from Rev. Asare:
· A beautiful 37 years old lady, Muslim from birth and battered by harsh life comes to faith in Christ.
· She was divorced by her husband for no tangible reason. When she moved to a compound house and lived with many tenants, the landlord wanted to add her to his harem of three wives. When she refused, her landlord picked quarrel with her all the time with the least provocation. One night she heard her door being opened silently. She screamed loudly. The unmoved armed robber, wielding a machete and a cudgel, tried to stab her. After much struggle and screaming some neighbors came to her rescue. In the confusion, the armed robber managed to escape. She survived the attack miraculously. Rahinatu now has a permanent scar on her left hand.
· Untold hard life experiences made Rahinatu to ask a lot of questions within her:
· Is there, truly, a God who created the universe? Is He accessible to humans?
· Why is so much suffering and death all around? Does God really care?  
· Can we know God? How can we go to Heaven?
· How do we overcome sin in our lives? What can I manage, for my good deeds to outweigh my bad deeds, so I can go to heaven, as I have been taught from childhood?
· Can this Holy God ever have time to count my sins and weigh them?' I know my bad deeds are more than my good deeds. Poor me, God I need your help, I want to know you'.
· Rahinatu was depressed. Discouraged. Hopeless. Mistreated. Belittled. Cheated. And wanted to give up. To her it was better to die than to live.
· Then Rahinatu resorted to long prayer life as a good Muslim. For months she would pray all her obligatory prayers and additionally, continue from 10 pm to 12 am. She would get up early in the morning from 3 am to 6 am with her prayers. She wanted answers to her questions.
· One night she dreamt. In the dream, she was in long queue where gift of eternal life was being distributed to a multitude. When it got to her turn she was told her name was not recorded in God's book. She asked how could her name be recorded also. She was directed to take a certain path where she would be directed to the right place. She took the path and met someone who directed to take another path. When she took that path, it ended in a forest with a small house. When she opened it, she saw a shrine. So she quickly retraced her steps to the original path. Then again, she was directed to take right path. When she followed that path, it led her to a place where she heard Christians singing, clapping and worshiping God. Just then she woke up. Scared, she shared her dream with a Christian. She was later given the New Testament in her language. The Gospel was explained to her relevantly. And she gave her life to Christ.
· She been a Christian for some few weeks now and is facing a lot of persecution and isolation from all angles. Her own 75-year mother has disowned her. She has three children and life is very difficult for them all without a husband, family and friends.
· She is selling some grains in the market to make ends meet somehow. Her landlord who hired an armed robber to kill her the other night is still tormenting her. She has now moved to a temporal accommodation. She would need a permanent accommodation soon.
· Meanwhile, she is reading through the New Testament. She is praying and studying the Bible everyday. She wants to an ambassador of Christ wherever she goes. She is filled with joy and peace.
· And singing and praising the Lord all the time.
August 7, 2009
· She is sharing Christ with one of her daughters, who has so many questions and doubts about the Christian faith. Last Wednesday, after Bible Studies, her daughter "Hamdiya" who is a third year university student and a very strong Muslim, accepted Christ as her Lord and Saviour! She cried and cried. And she is going to be with us for kids camp the next few days.
· Rahinatu is doing very well and is growing in her faith in Christ. Pray the Lord would provide for Rahinatu and her kids.

GUINEA
At the hands of the former Marxist and pro-Islamic government leaders of the West African country of Guinea, Christians there suffered for many years. There is now religious liberty for Christian witness and missionary activity, but Guinea still remains one of the least evangelized countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Of Guinea’s total population of 10 million, 4 million belong to the Fula Jalon people group.This people group is 99.99% Sunni Muslim and is considered least-reached. They are semi-nomadic and live in the interior part of the country but make up 40% of the entire population. Evangelization efforts have resulted in only a very small number of evangelical believers, and because of their strong commitment to Islam, they are very resistant to personal gospel witness. But God has given our partner Radio Familia a passion to reach the Fula Jalon through radio. Radio Familia has operated a local FM station in the southern part of Guinea for several years. After dreaming of this possibility for a long time, they have remarkably been granted a low-power shortwave broadcast license that has a coverage area of more than half of the country of Guinea! They plan to build the station right in the middle of the area where the Fula Jalon live. HCJB Global will partner with Radio Familia by providing technical assistance, training and funds for the studio building and the equipment required for production and broadcasting. The goal is that the station will be able to go on the air in Spring 2010.

GUINEA-BISSAU
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Fernando is the guard for our newest partner station in Africa in the tiny country of Guinea-Bissau. Two weeks ago this 73-year-old Muslim man ran across the compound so he could hear the first test broadcast of Rádio Evangélica. God willing, Fernando was the first of hundreds of thousands of Islamic and animistic listeners that reaches beyond the Northern, Eastern and Southern borders of the country. One of our engineers who helped them with the launching wrote, “I am glad to see our partners are so serious about evangelizing their country and burdened to see that Satan clearly didn't want them to start broadcasting.” Pray that this station will create a hunger in Fernando and in many other listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

LESOTHO
In Maseru, Lesotho, partner station Harvest FM staff and a local pastor went to the corner of a park where teenage prostitutes gathered. After explaining the how the gifts worked and a prayer of dedication, almost 40 radios were handed out to the young ladies. No sermons, no speeches, no strings attached. A group of prostitutes, who thought they were totally rejected by society, was "thrilled and overjoyed" to receive a fixed-tuned SonSet® Radio. One of the programs that were being broadcast at the time gave listeners an opportunity to phone in and pray on air for the "street ladies" who were receiving the radios. Four of these girls were convicted and made commitments to the Lord. 
	
Malerato would make a little money selling vegetables, and she tried to get a job in the factories, but she fell down on the first day of her job due to hunger. Most days her daughter would go to school with an empty stomach. Then one day, she received a SonSet Radio from a local radio station, Harvest FM. This radio changed her life! She heard the Good News of Jesus, and she chose to accept Him as her personal Savior. Even though she was living a life of trials and tribulations, she knew she would not die, but live, because God is with her. Today, because of prayer, Malerato’s husband has returned. Her life has changed for the better, and her daughter who once barely had enough to eat, is now grown and a proud mother! Malerato has food on her table, shoes on her feet, and a roof over her head. But more importantly she has the life-saving grace of Jesus Christ. And she heard all about the Good News on a SonSet Radio.
	
As you know yesterday was Mothers Day we went to the female prison to give them radios as presents for mothers day so we managed to give 70 radios and the joy that we saw on their faces was unspeakable now they are able to listen to harvest fm 24/7 and when we told them about its solar system they screamed with joy because they said they had radios but sometimes they run out of batteries and they couldn't managed to buy batteries are unable to listen to the radios. I told them about hcjb global who made it possible for them to have these radios and they should keep on praying all the hands that have given to purchase these radios. 

LIBERIA – ABCU-Yekepa AND Radio ELWA

MALAWI
When is the last time you went to church and had a blood test? At Partners in Hope, Elizabeth’s ministry is doing HIV/AIDS testing in churches once a quarter. We’ve been talking to pastors, wanting to work more closely with local churches since January. So far we’ve had two opportunities to come in, speak and do testing. In June we had a woman with AIDS come and give a testimony of God’s faithfulness throughout her illness. And after the service we did free blood tests for anyone who would like to know their status. As you probably already know, AIDS is very prevalent in Malawi, yet there is still considerable stigma attached. This is especially true in churches. Yet the church is an ideal place for attacking this problem. Most Malawians do go to church somewhere, It’s a natural place to receive support and care, and above all the hope that the gospel brings. Unfortunately, the local church has not always been our ally in fighting this scourge. Many churches have healing services that encourage people to “prove” their faith by stopping their medicines. This has led to disastrous health consequences, death for patients and resistant virus strains. But praise God, slowly good information is getting out about the disease as well as how God sometimes calls us to suffering. (Why should we expect less than Jesus did?) However, God is able to pour out grace and do so much in the midst of the pain. I (Elizabeth) asked the pastor if he would be willing to be tested, and I got tested too as an encouragement to the rest of the congregation. We are hoping to get a support group started at this very church, like we did in the first church we tested at. We are also planning to start a kids club for kids who are HIV positive. We will be launching the club with a kids party Sept 1st.  
	
October 3, 2009 from Koleski blog
Yesterday I was in a village near the border of Mozambique, and we saw a boy with Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis whose disease has been so neglected that his many of his joints have become immobilized, His name is Zacharias, and he's 18, but his relatives have just quit feeding him and he's basically starving. I bathed him with 2 other nurses. He couldn't remember the last time he had been bathed. One of the nurses gave him her lunch. It broke my heart, and I don't know what I can do to help him long term if his family doesn’t want to help him. In the past the family has taken much of the food given for him, and eaten it themselves or sold it, It's sin and it's desperate. He asked us to take a picture of him, so we took a few, and we’ll bring him some prints when we go back. We were able to go back to the village where Zacharias lives. With the help from the Malawian government we could bring him some food supplements, it’s a food called “plumpy nut” which is like peanut butter, and has the protein and nutritional supplements he will need. We also were able to secure a wheelchair that was donated by the Rotary Club. The best news of all however, is that a chief from a neighboring village has agreed to be responsible to make sure he is fed and taken outside daily. On the bad news side, we found he has developed a bed sore, and for someone in his condition it could prove fatal. I washed and dressed the wound with the few first aid supplies I had, and we left with words of encouragement. I’m not sure how much future he’s going to have, but maybe he can have a few nice days in the sun.
Friday, May 7, 2010
[bookmark: 8027664746569284494]The young man with juvenile arthritis that Elizabeth was caring for passed away about one month ago. We learned of his passing last week. As you can see from his picture, Zacharias was very unhealthy. He was often fed only every two to three days by his family. When Elizabeth would see him, he would be lying in his own excrement and urine, covered in flies and bed sores, and often hadn’t eaten in a day or two. Thanks to Elizabeth and Jessica McMillan, Zaccarias was moved from his village to the Michinje District Hospital. When they visited him there, Zacharias said he preferred staying in the hospital because they fed him and bathed him. On one of her visits to Zacharias’ village, Elizabeth took a woman who spoke Chichewa to explain to Zacharias about Jesus love and His forgiveness of sins. Zacharias accepted Jesus as his Savior that day. It is horribly sad that an eighteen year old boy who just had arthritis died, but because of Elizabeth and Jessica, he died clean and fed and most importantly, saved. Thank you Elizabeth, thank you Jessica and thank you God. 

NIGER
Jeremy and Rocky faced so many challenges during the installation, including a broken antenna connector, a transmitter circuit board failure, and an electrical failure in the studio building that cut power to the studio for three full days. God provided answers to every problem we faced. Despite the challenges, Radio Fidelite (Faithfulness) is now broadcasting to Niamey! Rocky and I agreed that we both felt the enemy was working very hard to prevent this station from going on-air.  I have personally never seen so many problems come up in a single installation trip. This just confirms to me that God will use Radio Fidelite in a great way for his purpose! While there, a young man stopped by the home of a Niamey pastor who directs the partner ministry that operates the station. The man was not a believer, but he’d been seeing the pastor in his dreams and had come because he wanted ‘peace. The man had dreamed of seeing the pastor’s daughter and a man dressed in white beside her. After the pastor counseled the man that God was using dreams to lead him to Himself, he suggested they pray together. The man prayed with all of us there, accepted Christ and then thanked us and left.

SIERRA LEONE
It was early on a steamy, August morning in 2007, and Emmanuel was just starting his day as technical director for BBN (Believers Broadcasting Network), a Christian radio station in Sierra Leone, West Africa and partner of HCJB Global. Outside the station lay the sprawling capital Freetown. The atmosphere was tense. National elections were about to take place, and the people were crying for change. BBN was not taking sides but was simply urging their listeners to pray on behalf of the nation. During this time, the station received a threatening phone call. “Quit praying!” demanded the caller. “You are disturbing us!” Undeterred, the station continued to call for prayer. Now on this morning, Emmanuel heard a knock at the station door. As he opened it, he came face-to-face with a gunman who shot him in the abdomen at point-blank range. A total of ten gunmen attacked the station that day, and their intention was to kill. “They didn’t take anything,” Emmanuel reports. “They were just after our lives.” But God had other plans. All who were shot that day survived, and according to Emmanuel, BBN is stronger than ever. “We are broadcasting 24 hours nonstop, and we are making an impact.” Many people are testifying of coming to Christ through the gospel broadcasts. After Emmanuel recovered from his wounds, his brother pleaded with him not to return to work at the station: “Don’t go back or you will die,” he said. When Emmanuel was asked why he chose to go back, he replied simply, “I have peace working for God.”
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One woman told us, “I was at the point of divorce when I walked into the center. My husband and I had been separated for months and I had given up on my marriage. It had been one fight after another, and I didn’t believe my marriage could be saved at all. I simply went to the center to hear what they would say about our decision to divorce. As I went through counseling sessions, the tension and bickering subsided, and two months later my husband and I had a reunion. Today my family is back together. Thank you so much for the restoration.” Pray that counselors will lead many people to find restoration in their lives and hearts through the power of God’s Word.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One man told us, “I am a 35-year-old man, and I was going through a period of acute depression. When I heard about the center, I came expecting them to pressure me to convert to Christianity. I believed they could help me, but I was determined to resist any attempt to proselytize me. Surprisingly, they did not. Rather, they proceeded to counsel me in a friendly and professional manner. Together we discovered that the depression in my life was due to a financial crisis. Moreover, I was so touched by the love and acceptance I received at the center even though I was a Muslim. I asked them to lead me to Christ, and I got saved right there during my last counseling session. Hallelujah!” Pray that many will learn about Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation and find hope and joy in Him.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One woman told us, “My 10-year-old daughter was becoming very stubborn and self-willed when I ‘dragged’ her to the center. I was expecting the counselors to straighten her out, but I was rather surprised when they told me that they were going to start by counseling me. My husband and I started making changes as a result of the counseling we received. This led to a positive change in our daughter’s behavior. Praise the Lord, we get along very well now. Thank you very much BBN.” Pray that counselors will lead many people to find restoration in their lives and hearts through the power of God’s Word.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. The director of our partner station in the capital of Sierra Leone told how the radio station was strategic during the “truth in reconciliation” process after the brutal civil war there. One evening a woman called the station to ask for prayer because she desperately wanted to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents. As she was sharing this live on-air, another call came in. The caller said he was one of the young men that had attacked the woman’s village and may have even been one of her parents’ killers! Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive. Pray that radio will lead to lives transformed as they hear about the power of God’s Word and His forgiveness.
---------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/counselor-training-in-sierra-leone-addresses-needs-of-traumatized-residents.html
Counselor Training in Sierra Leone Addresses Needs of Traumatized Citizens 
The caller was desperate for help. Pent-up anger and bitterness were tearing her apart emotionally and spiritually. But now she was ready to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents in the West African country of Sierra Leone a few years earlier. As the woman bared her soul during a live call-in program on HCJB Global’s partner radio ministry, Believers Broadcasting Network (BBN), in Freetown, another call came in “The caller said he was one of the young men who had attacked the woman’s village and may well have even been one of her parents’ killers,” shared the station’s Sierra Leonean director, Ransford Wright. “Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive.” Her parents were among 50,000 killed in the nation’s brutal decade-long civil war that ended in 2002. Thousands of others were maimed and mutilated, losing their arms, hands and legs to soldiers wielding machetes in the senseless violence. Some 2 million people were forced from their homes, many becoming refugees in neighboring Guinea and Liberia. Although the story is not a recent one, it personifies the continuing trauma faced by some 500,000 people in the country of 6.2 million who suffer from anxiety disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression and substance abuse. Yet few receive treatment, and the situation remains dire. Global National, the news and current affairs division of Canada’s Global Television Network, reported in 2012 that “mental illness is a growing problem [in Sierra Leone]. Getting professional help is nearly impossible…. In Freetown there is only one psychiatrist and two psychiatric nurses. Outside of Freetown there is nothing.” “There is also a lot of domestic violence, but most don’t like to talk about it,” said Kenny Dennis, a licensed professional counselor whose practice in Colorado Springs, Colo., specializes in trauma and stress cases. Along with Daphne Hyde of the BBN Counselling Centre, he helped lead a three-day counselor training workshop, Sept. 24-26, for 42 participants. Also representing HCJB Global were Sheila Leech, vice president of global healthcare, and Lee Sonius, executive director of the Sub-Saharan Africa Region.. “Many of the soldiers who committed atrocities during the war were teenagers,” added Dennis, who spent nearly two weeks in Africa with his wife, Lauri, human resources director at HCJB Global. “In some cases the people who did these things to them still live next door. After the civil war, everyone got amnesty.” The workshop was the fulfillment of a long-awaited dream. For nine years BBN has hosted call-in counseling programs on the radio station. Although counseling is not part of Sierra Leonean culture, it soon became apparent from the volume of calls and the needs expressed that more help was needed for the people of Freetown. Decimated by the bloody civil war, Sierra Leone ranked as the world’s eighth-poorest country in the United Nation’s 2011 Human Development Report. The war left a population mentally scarred, damaged and physically impoverished. Freetown is a crowded, hot, congested, polluted city lacking even basic services such as water, electricity, sewage and healthcare. When Wright shared his dream to open a drop-in counseling center in the city two years ago, HCJB Global’s staff immediately saw the potential of adding another dimension to the radio ministry thus adding “hands” to the “voice” of the radio. In 2011 a work team led by missionary Nate Dell went to help get the drop-in center ready. In the first 18 months of its operation, more than 700 people went to the center for help. In his remarks at the opening of the training event, Wright commented that each of those 700 people represented 700 families affected and 700 families helped in a positive way. His dream is to see this ministry expand beyond Freetown and into the provinces. Part of his vision is to open a training center for counselors, and this workshop was the first step in making that dream come true. Originally the workshop was planned for 25 participants, but demand for the training quickly increased when word of the event began to spread. “We had to make room for almost twice that many because we started getting applications from across the city and even beyond,” Wright said. “This could be a sign that more and more people are realizing the value of professional counseling services in what used to be a ‘conservative’ society. Another motivating factor was the fact that we were hosting experts from the U.S. The prospect of a knowledge transfer was huge and our expectations were exceeded.” Dennis often used role-plays during the sessions to increase participation, loosen up the crowd and demonstrate the effectiveness of counseling. “The interactive presentation style worked very well in keeping the sessions lively throughout,” Wright explained. “Kenny and Lauri were very efficient throughout, Kenny being a great teacher/facilitator and Lauri being very complementary, helping him organize and filling in on role-plays.” “The type of people at the training was wide and varied,” added Dennis. “We had teachers, pastors, students, housewives, two girls who work at a place for abandoned children, and a guy who serves at an amputee refugee camp. He’s already contacted us about staying in touch and asked for additional assistance.” The Dennises are making plans to return in 2014. Wright said the ministry’s counseling center and future ones like it could play a strategic role in the evangelization of Sierra Leone which remains largely unreached with the gospel despite two centuries of mission work in the country. About 3.9 percent of residents are evangelical, according to Operation World. “We are witnessing a lot of interest from Muslims who walk in to the center for counseling and leave satisfied … sometimes saved,” he added. “From feedback we’ve received, many of them were impressed with the professional standards of our team.” Dennis recounted that when someone is helped by the counseling, it has a multiplying effect. “If a person who is violent or depressed and can’t or won’t work gets some kind of help, it benefits the whole family and makes a difference in a community,” he said. “There is a lot of openness to the gospel. Many realize they are coming to a Christian center even though they don’t have a Christian faith, so it’s an evangelistic tool.”
	
2009-07:  Convulsions wracked a feverish baby boy’s body as he lay nearly lifeless in his mother’s arms. Thankfully, the mother had brought the boy to the physicians and nurses of an HCJB Global Hands healthcare team visiting the second poorest area of Ghana. Within moments, cool water was being sprinkled on the child by nurses Sheila Leech and Jessica McMillan. Leech had traveled from Ecuador; McMillan came from Malawi where she serves at an HIV/AIDS clinic operated by Partners in Hope. As part of the 18-member international team, they administered medicines and instructed the child’s mother to return in an hour. The change in the child was dramatic. “When the mother returned his skin color was normal,” shared Nate Dell, the mission’s work teams coordinator who traveled from Colorado to link up with the group. “His eyes followed movements and sounds, and he was sitting up and moving around. It seemed to my untrained eye that a life had been saved that day.” The child was among more than 250 helped in just one day at Fante Mayera, a village outside the capital, Accra. In addition, the team saw great potential for improving the quality of the community’s water supply. Rev. Theo Asare, president of local partner Theovision, and HCJB Global together had raised funds to install a well in the nearby community of Hateka in February. With help from HCJB Global, Theovision also plans to launch three Christian radio stations in Ghana this year. Theovision’s Mark Abu-Danso described the medical work as the “act that backs up the gospel” and would “greatly assist Theovision’s ongoing ministry.” One of the more tragic cases revealed small uniform scars on the belly of a young girl cut crudely with a knife in the belief that it would allow evil spirits to escape from her. Two blind men also came, hoping the team’s reading glasses would give them sight. “It speaks of the hope that people put in us and the desperation they face when we can’t help them,” said Leech, HCJB Global Hands’ international healthcare director. After several days with Theovision in Ghana, the team traveled to neighboring Sierra Leone to work with local partner Radio Life Venture 97.2 FM in Freetown. As in Ghana, the team’s medical ministry was featured on local radio stations as a palpable extension of the message of Christ’s love that reaches listeners daily. Sierra Leone, emerging from 10 years of civil war, “has its challenges,” Leech added, but its potential for future Voice and Hands ministries is clear. “Many positive comments were made, especially about having a team that included Ecuadorian staff. They are flexible, adaptable and used to coping with very few comforts when necessary. It was a big adventure, and they laughed their way through Africa. Their spirit was contagious!” More than 2,000 of some of the world’s poorest people received  medical care during the 2½-week outreach, demonstrating how media and medical ministries work hand in hand. “Our transformational goal in Africa is the merging of radio and healthcare wherever and whenever possible,” explained Sub- Saharan Africa Director Lee Sonius. “There’s no limit to what can be accomplished as we work through our radio partners to provide primary healthcare to their needy communities. Homes, families, villages, towns, cities, regions and entire countries could be transformed as God’s love is demonstrated.” “The trip exceeded expectations,” Leech added. “Ongoing ministry was launched in Ghana and Sierra Leone with radio partners. Theovision is already making plans for training health workers and setting a schedule for the rest of the year in the area of medical brigades. We’ve already discussed further input and involvement, and a proposal is being drafted. We have a phenomenal partner in Ghana!” Was the trip worthwhile? “Eternity will tell,” she related. “If, when we get to heaven, we meet a person who tells us that one day in her village in Sierra Leone a group of aboto (white people) came. If she tells how afraid she was of them, but a strange person with no hair on his head [Dr. Steve Nelson] smiled, held her and gave her medicine for her tummy that made her well … a beautiful lady sang songs to her about Jesus ... and she gave her life to Jesus when she heard the gospel story … then it was worth it—just for her!” 

SOUTH AFRICA
Caroline Lakay received a fixed-tuned SonSet Radio from Christian radio station CCFm in Capetown. Caroline works as the housekeeper at CCFm and although her earthly possessions are few, her heart is faithful to the Lord. One day as Caroline returned home from work, she found that a fire had broken out in her poverty-stricken township, and her home was destroyed. While sifting through the ashes, Caroline found her SonSet® radio and her Bible unharmed by the blaze. She praised the Lord for His mercy and protection for the possessions she holds closest to her heart. 
	
A report from our partners at Radio CCFm (John Thomas): The CCFM Prayer Friend Line is available to the community 24/7. It is manned by volunteers who pray for those who call in response to the radio broadcasts. They deal with a wide variety of situations from people who are faced with problems that seem too much to cope with or who need encouragement or help. Please pray for more volunteers to work in this important ministry. Pray for people to be saved as a result of the broadcasts.

SWAZILAND
Praise the Lord that the 3DX50 is on the air in Swaziland! Yesterday, the transmitter was running at half power, and the signal was stronger and clearer than what has been heard from their old transmitter, which has been gradually failing. During installation there were a few difficulties due to vibration from the shipping the transmitter, as well as an antenna tuning problem. We praise the Lord for the success in solving the difficulties, and that the transmitter is now on the air. You may recall, the 3DX50 represents a reduction of electricity consumption costs by 40% at the broadcast operation site in Swaziland to reach an even larger audience with the Gospel.

TANZANIA
Radios provided by the listeners of a Christian radio station in Freeport, Maine were sent to HCJB Global’s partner station Radio Uzima in Tanzania. Broadcasts from this station not only reach the city of Dodoma, but also remote villages where illiteracy is high and power is scarce. The villages are home to many poor children, some of whom are sponsored through Compassion International. Not only do children receive support through Compassion, but also can now hear about God’s love on the radio.
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