STORIES/LISTENER RESPONSES FROM HCJB GLOBAL & PARTNERS
(organized by potential Manifesto point)


1. THE UNREACHED
A man in North Africa began listening to a radio station on his satellite TV. He was drawn to the Christian messages of hope and love and wanted to find out more. He wrote down the contact information given during the broadcast, but he was afraid his communications would be monitored. So he kept listening – year after year, for six years -- until in desperation he devised a plan. He was so hungry to know more about Christianity that he spent a great deal of money and invited his entire family for a vacation outside his own country. His real purpose was to have the freedom to call the radio station. So while on vacation, he made several phone calls and talked to the producer of the Arabic-language programs. And the professor prayed to accept Christ’s offer of salvation. But he now had to return home and was not yet ready to let authorities discover he had become a believer. So he kept listening to the radio programs and grew in his faith. This new believer was so hungry to know more about growing as a Christ-follower that he overcame his fear of being found out and now regularly contacts our radio programmer, who is discipling him. Can you imagine being that hungry to know Christ? Praise God that His powerful Word is transforming lives in many countries of North Africa and the Middle East.
	
Praise God for those in India who have come to know Christ through listening to radio. One radio listener wrote, “I am a student who grew up worshiping idols. Now in college, I listened to your radio programs with a friend. I found something different. I used to believe in idols. I now believe in God, who died for us. My life has changed. I am the only Christian in my family. All the rest do not believe in Jesus. Please pray for them. I am listening and growing in Jesus because of your radio programs.” Pray that radio programs will touch hearts and that many listeners in India will come to know Him as Savior.
	
I am Jamal*, and I am not a good Muslim – I observe the holy days, but I don’t go to the mosque or do daily prayers. I work as an accountant for an export company, and at the office, I put on my earphones and listen to the radio online. I searched for an online radio station in Arabic and found one I like because of the music it plays that has positive messages. I also started listening to the short programs in between the music that talk about God and finding answers to life’s problems. I started talking to my wife about what I was hearing on the radio, and we found we could listen to it on our satellite TV. So Jamila* began listening to it during the day while she is at home. We started discussing what we had heard during the day when I came home from work and decided we wanted to know more about Christianity and actually read the New Testament for ourselves. So, after three months of listening, we decided to email the station’s address and ask them to send us a copy of the Bible we heard them read so that we could learn more about Christianity. We just received a copy of the New Testament today and are excited to know more about Jesus.
	
2012-10.26 Theovison FB:  I want to introduce you to a gentleman that we met at a Bible Listening Program. This man was advanced in years, a very kind and gentle Ghanaian man. We were doing a follow up on the local Bible Listening Program and when it was over we noticed this man with tears in his eyes. Wanting to make sure he was not hurt or sick we went to him and asked if he needed anything. With tears streaming down his face he said to us “I never knew God could talk to me.” He went on to tell us that he never prayed and never believed in God because he always thought God spoke only one language and it was not his. But after that day listening to the Bible in his mother tongue he knew that God did speak his language. On that day he not only gave his life to God but committed to daily prayer with his family. 
	
Letter sent on 65th anniversary of shortwave broadcasts to Russia:  I am Ilya Bozadjy, I am one of the many who, for the first time, heard the blessed message of Jesus through the Voice of the Andes (HCJB), Quito, Ecuador. I well remember when I was 8 years old, in 1958, my parents bought a battery radio receiver, because at that time, in our village, we did not have any electricity. Our family was very, very poor and I remember that on the floor, instead of carpets, we used to spread straw to make the floor warmer. After several days, when I got used to using the radio, one time it happened that I came upon Golos And(the Voice of the Andes). After listening for a short while, I was surprised that they were speaking of some kind of God and Christ. In our village at that time, no one believed that there was a God and nobody thought about this. When I think about this as I am writing now this letter, hot tears are running down my cheeks remembering that great joy that, through radio, God opened to me the way of salvation. At that time I was in first grade. Among my peers, I was the most fearful because we were so poor. I was afraid of everyone, even the girls. Every morning before school I listened to your broadcasts, and only from listening to the broadcasts from Golos And (the Voice of the Andes) I was no longer fearful and I was filled with joy. Also, at the same time, I felt sadness, and left for school sorrowful. My teacher asked me why am I so sad? I confided in the teacher and told him what I had heard about Christ, and that He (Christ) doesn’t harm anyone but invites everyone to heaven. That Jesus suffered for our whole class and for the teacher, Ivan Zaharovich. But the leader of our class was an outspoken antagonist against God, and he punished me because I was carrying on anti-Soviet propaganda. My parents and my sisters stopped loving me. Sometimes they even forbade me to listen to the radio. But nevertheless I tuned in and I gradually began to change for the better and was even more obedient. I fulfilled any assignment my parents gave me in order that they might permit me to listen to the radio broadcasts, and, at times, gradually, others began to listen and this became the normal thing. In 1963 we bought a new radio, because at that time we already had electricity in our home and it became much better to listen. Somewhere Papa got a New Testament, and we began reading it as a family and my parents repented and also all of us children. In 1964 our whole family began to witness in our village and to tell the people about your radio broadcasts and we began to witness about Christ. About a year later, some of the people began to repent. There were fourteen members of our group and they laid hands on my father to be the deacon and later the pastor and preacher. This began in our home in 1964 and by 1987 our meetings in our home had grown to an attendance of 200 with a choir and an orchestra. I love you all from my whole heart and thank all former and present workers in radio Golos And. As a result of your broadcasts, I found salvation in Jesus Christ, AMEN!
DRC Radio Kahuzi:  Some wonderful news in this period of Ramadan being celebrated in Bukavu! A friend of ours who worked at a restaurant that used to be next door, behind our house and studio, came to our front gate this week and announced IN A LOUD, JOYFUL VOICE, that he had accepted the Lord! You can't imagine our amazement as we, at first, just stared at him and thought how miracles still happen! We've been "working" on him for several years. When we first met him, he just shook his head and said that he was a Muslim and could never believe in Jesus as his Savior. But, slowly, little by little, he started listening, and asking questions after we'd talk for awhile, or after listening to one of our programs on Radio Kahuzi. He never took anything that we told him without listening intently and then, later on, he'd come back to the subject and discuss it more. Sometimes, he'd say, "Pray for me, don't give up on me," and we didn't give up but continued to pray. All in all, it was a long process until yesterday when he surprised us and made his announcement right out loud IN THE STREET! A lot of times the ministry out here is just being faithful to look for opportunities in everyday life to give out the Word, little by little, one-on-one to folks. Heaven will surely be wonderful to see how the Lord worked in everyone's life to bring them Salvation!
	
A son of a Muslim Imam was saved after hearing the gospel on our partner station in Burkina Faso and told us, "I was born into a Muslim family. My father is the Imam of the village. I started secretly listening to RED (the station network name). One day, Pastor K preached on spiritual blindness. I decided that day to believe in Jesus. I was immediately expelled from the family but I was welcomed in the Pastor’s house. I was glad to make peace with God through Jesus Christ. I realized I was lost if I stayed in my old beliefs.” Pray that radio will create a hunger in listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
From the 75th anniversary book, quoting Eric Moore, former Regional Director:
“I am excited about having opportunities to reach the million in Europe/Eurasia who have never heard the gospel. I ask you to cry out to the Lord with me to send believers who would count the cost, do what it takes and be willing to reach their people. For some in the region, the persecution is seen as a test of faith, faithfulness, endurance and trust in the Lord. I believe these are critical days and we need to work together wholeheartedly while we have the opportunity.”
A group of believers gather for radio program production training. As they share their testimonies of their journey to faith, the following story unfolds to our trainer’s amazement.
A young woman shares how she heard the Arabic-language radio programs by chance. They touched her, and as she listened in secret each day, she realized that to know this God in more depth she would need a Bible. She knew no Christians, but her desire to know this God grew, and at last she did something unthinkable! She went to the town square and went up to the first man she met and asked, “Do you know of the Bible and where I might find one?” The man said, “I know of this book and I know someone who has one. Meet me here tomorrow.” Risking the possibility that this was a trap, she returned, and the man brought her a Bible and another book about Christianity. With the Words of God in her hand, her faith grew and she began to walk with Jesus faithfully.
A young man in the circle introduces himself. Smiling he says, “I was the man who brought her the Bible!” He had been fascinated by the courage of this woman and asked a member of his household for a Bible to give her. He had intended to join a terrorist group, but after this, he started to read the Bible, too. Just three weeks before signing up and leaving for training with the terrorist group, he changed his mind and dedicated his life to Christ. He ends the story, “And now we are married!”
An older man in the group speaks up, “I was the family member who provided the Bible!” 
These three followers of Christ now broadcast radio programs, reaching out to their community with God’s Word.
	
Praise God for those in India who are seeking to know Christ. Our partner in India received a letter in which the writer told them he listens to their programs and wants to follow Jesus. But he asked that no reply be sent as no one in his family or village knew he was listening. Our partner wondered how to handle this, so they decided to pray and wait a little while. In a few weeks another letter came from the same village saying very similar things. They found that the second letter was from the son of the man who had written the first letter. What an amazing situation -- two members of the same family listening without the other knowing! This demonstrates how difficult it is to be a Christian in many parts of India.
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio in Indonesia! A Muslim woman listened to our partner’s radio station for about four months. She then came to the station and asked, “How can I receive Christ as you tell about on the radio?” The staff explained the way of salvation and led the woman to Christ. When she returned home, her friend asked why she seemed different and happy. “Here, take my radio and listen and find out,” she told her. Three months later, the woman and 12 Muslim friends arrived at the radio station. “They are ready to receive Jesus,” explained the woman. Just like the Book of Acts!! Pray that many lives throughout Indonesia will be transformed in Christ as they hear the Good News on partner radio stations.
	
One of our stations is managed by “Rita”, a late 20s single woman. She came to Christ from Islam when in a dream a man with a bright face appeared to her several times saying, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”. She had no idea what this meant but wanted to find out. No one in her community seemed to know. On a visit to Jakarta, she walked past a Christian church (which she would never enter) and saw on the door post those same words. She met a Christian, asked about the verse, got a Bible and finally made a decision to follow Christ. Her family threw her out and she eventually went to manage this Christian radio station. She now feels that God has called her to be a witness from inside the Muslim community, so she operates within their culture and influences and talks with people from the inside. The community where the station is very anti-Christian and was known for gambling, drinking and prosmiscuity among the young people. Now in one year, they have noticed a change in the lives of the community – they have young people calling in to get counseling on these problems. Also counseling families with problems and about to divorce – doing programs on marriage and family. This is “plowing the field” work.
	
From listener to partner radio station in Peru: "Almost all my life has been a disorderly life as a runaway. I was one who walked alone, no money, no friends, no one for my father. My brothers did not want to see me after I tried to steal from both of them. Recently someone told me about the Word of God and the radio program INTI ANDINA. She came almost every day for a month to my house to listen and talk about the program, and I think something is changing in me. I'm in a battle, but I have been helped by the testimony I've heard. I found Christ slowly and His immense love. On my own I read the Bible and the Word is coming to my heart." 
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio programs to change lives in North Africa and the Middle East! A radio listener wrote, “All your programs have created a desire and passion in my heart to learn more about the Savior of the whole world Jesus Christ, and Christianity that I know nothing about. This letter I am writing is to open doors for me to get to salvation since my life has been empty and lonely.” Pray that radio will create a hunger in listeners to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
One listener from North Africa/Middle East wrote, “For a while now, I have been searching for something that was missing in my life. Then I heard your radio program. From the loneliness and sin that filled my life, I have entered into the 'new world' you spoke about. The truth I now believe is that Jesus is the Savior of the world. Since Jesus was sacrificed for me, I have no other choice but to accept Him." 
	
Greetings to all whom I consider my friends at the station! I am Amani*, and I would like you to accept me as a new friend to your radio station. I am a university student, and I would like to get to know the Christian religion. Therefore, I have chosen the Bible as my field of study. My friend Rashid* told me about your satellite radio station, and I began to listen. The music and programs about Jesus have made an important impact on my life and now I listen to it regularly through my computer or phone. I’ve become an addict. I feel empty spiritually and am at a crossroad. I am writing to you for help. Please send me the Holy Bible and some study materials that can help me and get me out of this lost feeling. With no other avenue to turn, I am coming to you for answers and guidance in eternal matters.
	
I was born in unbeliever’s family. I was obedient child, studied in school very well, did not smoke, did not drink alcohol but I felt that I did not have something in my life. Sometime I switched on radio receiver and heard Christian radio program. It was 5 years ago when I was 14 years old. I liked it and I wrote a letter with request to help me to get more information about God. They sent me New Testament. I started read it and then I understood what I did not have in my life – relationship with Jesus Christ. I actually listened Christian programs and one day I decided to follow by Jesus. A Christian broadcast helped me to find Lord. After school I entered in Christian university. My mother came to Christ after Christian radio programs too. My aunt suffered from alcohol’s dependence. Now she do not drink. She listens Word of God, reads Bible. Vitaliy 
One thousand radios were sent to the Democratic Republic of the Congo. One of the HCJB Global staff members was present when they were distributed to some villages in the listening area. Radio Kahuzi staff was actually able to talk with the village witchdoctor about the gospel as they explained what the radios were. A number of months later, the witchdoctor walked for two days to reach the radio station. He came to tell them that through listening to the radio his village received, he had heard the gospel explained and had given his life to Jesus Christ. That converted witchdoctor now travels to villages, encouraging other witchdoctors to give up their evil ways and come to Christ. In this one area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, many former village witchdoctors are now becoming village pastors.
	
A home church and a networked Christian radio station in every province! That’s the vision of a national church and mission cooperative in Thailand. They’ve already planted over 3,500 cell churches and have asked HCJB Global to help them with their goal of 100 networked radio stations. We said YES. Representing less than 1% of the population, they are working to plant 7,000 cell churches by the end of 2010. They are already half way there. The exciting thing for us is that they’d like to use radio as part of their outreach and discipleship strategy and have asked us to help place 100 radio stations around the country with at least one in each province. We hope to provide technical support, training and some equipment. When Thais become Christians, they seldom have any spiritual support, so they often revert back to their old Buddhist or Hindu ways. Radio stations will provide avenues for discipleship and evangelism in these communities.  (need to update numbers if you use – we’ve now put in over 40 stations with them)
------------
(Thailand) On Christmas Day 2011, one station promoted and hosted a special party in their city, and 2,000 people showed up! Thirty food vendors took part and donated their time and food for the party. The staff set up a big stage where people shared their testimonies, sang songs and presented a Christmas pageant that told the Good News. Because the local church was involved, those who attended not only got to meet their favorite DJs, but they also met and talked with Christians – perhaps the first they’d ever met!	
A North African family began searching Arabic chat rooms on the Internet to see what discussions were available, and they found the outreach chat room run by a media partner of HCJB Global’s satellite network. Each week there was a different theme. For example, ‘The unchanged truth of the Bible” or “Why we can believe Jesus is God’s Son,” directly challenging Muslim ideas and beliefs, and their follow-up ministry receives hundreds of email enquiries every month. One week the family heard a debate on Islam. They did not like some of the comments made by former Muslims. So they checked their own religious books, only to find that Muslim-background believers had given a true representation of the Islamic texts. As a result, they continued listening each week to learn more about Islam and about Christianity. Their hearts were challenged and changed by what they read and heard. When they finally took a turn on the microphone, the wife testified that their whole family—both parents and two children—had accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior! We made telephone contact afterwards, and a partner team in-country now ensures that the family receives regular teaching and encouragement.
God used His people via the Internet to speak to a family that had never before met a Christian and perhaps never would have but for the chat room and satellite radio broadcasts!
Praise God for the effect that the “Church on Air” radio program has in India. A man called our partner and said, “We are regular listeners of your programs. My whole family has accepted Jesus Christ by listening to your radio programs. Today is Sunday, and we just finished our church service. Your program “Church on Air” — that is our church! We have our meeting with YOU! Thank you for praying for us, and could you please send us things to read and a New Testament in Hindi?” Pray that many others throughout India will find salvation and be discipled through the radio programs.
2009-06  Amazed in Nepal:  Nepal -- you probably know it best because eight of the ten highest mountains in the world are there, including the amazing Mount Everest. Creating towering mountains isn’t the only amazing thing God has done in Nepal. Through followers of Christ there, together with HCJB Global staff and generous believers, amazing things have happened in Nepal in the last four months. Several years ago, HCJB Global partnered with a group of Christians to install a studio where they could record Christian radio programs. Because it was illegal to even BE a Christian in Nepal, the programs could not air on local radio, but three Nepali broadcasters continue to produce the programs, and HCJB Global-Australia’s shortwave service now transmits them back to their people. Many listeners have responded to the programs, and amazingly, the evangelical church in Nepal is growing! In March 2009, we traveled back to Nepal with a new computer and an audio-editing station to replace malfunctioning equipment so that the programs could continue. The fact that the people of Nepal can hear Christian programming via shortwave is amazing in itself, but …Here’s more of the story…. Amazingly, after centuries of being the only official Hindu Kingdom and decades of being ravaged by Maoist uprisings, Nepal became a democracy in May 2008. One of the results was that the government released applications for local FM community radio stations. Amazingly, a Nepali Christian church-planting organization was granted two community radio licenses:  one near the capital city of Kathmandu and the other in a town in the center of Nepal. This group understood how great an impact could be made through radio, BUT they were desperate for equipment and the technical assistance to establish the two radio stations before the July 1, 2009 government deadline. Amazingly, HCJB Global staff were in Nepal in mid-March with our first partner and were approached by this group to assist in their radio-planting opportunity. BUT how would the equipment for these two stations be funded? Amazingly, through the incredible generosity of one family, the project was financed within weeks. BUT how could the equipment get there on time? Amazingly, the transmitters, antennas and other equipment were quickly obtained without difficulty. BUT could they get to Nepal on time? Elsewhere shipments have been held in customs for over a year. Amazingly, the equipment was released from customs within days, while our installers were still there. BUT one of the transmitters arrived damaged. Now what? Amazingly, the parts shipped overnight from Singapore came in time to repair the transmitter. BUT the national believers didn’t even know how to run a radio station! Amazingly, our team included our radio trainer – he was able to teach six Nepalese to use the new equipment and learn broadcasting skills before the stations went live. BUT could they do it before the July 1 deadline? Amazingly, both stations went on the air on June 1. Don’t we serve an AMAZING God?
After a decade of dreaming and praying, the pieces are falling into place to launch an evangelical radio ministry in Croatia, a small, predominantly Catholic country, independent since the 1991 disintegration of the former Yugoslavia.  “Christianity is nothing new to Croatia,” said HCJB Global missionary Roger Basick who led two weeks of broadcasting workshops in mid-January in two cities, Zagreb and Cakovec, for 13 young radio volunteers, most of whom had taken introductory training last June. “The Bible says that the Apostle Paul and Titus visited Croatia (Romans 15:19; 2 Timothy 4:10),” he continued. “It was humbling to stand and pray together as a family in the old Roman coliseum [in the coastal city of Pula] in which many early Christians were literally torn limb from limb for the cause of Christ. Today though, religion is deeply political and nominal to the majority of the people.” Although just 0.4 percent of Croatia’s 4.4 million citizens are believers, evangelical Christianity is growing at a rate of 0.6 percent annually, and churches are “popping up across the country,” according to the 2010 edition of Operation World by Jason Mandryk. “The Lord really impressed the book of Haggai on our hearts, and we reminded the team that when the remnant of true believers obeyed the Word of God, He sparked the enthusiasm of others who joined the work for His glory,” Basick explained. “Lord willing, we will be able to visit again to help provide further training and development in the autumn and to see the launch of the online station.” An FM station is also in the plans for the fall of 2013. “This has been a dream of Mario Casni and Tihomir Vekic for more than 10 years,” related Basick. “Some of the obstacles have been overcome in recent years—namely finances, finding a location, construction of the studios and equipment. The main obstacles remaining are finances and personnel.” Basick said he was impressed with the attitude of the volunteers who took the training, diving headlong into their assignments and producing radio programs that were aired by secular radio stations.  “Most of the volunteers had no previous radio training,” he said. “In addition to needing to learn the mechanics of the various aspects of broadcasting, they also have a desire to know the theory and philosophy behind creating compelling Christian content to reach secular audiences.” He added that the students were “very receptive” and quickly grasped how the Phase 1 training dovetailed with what they learned in January’s Phase 2 training. Basick taught courses on promoting programs (on and off-air), sharing the gospel in 60 seconds, creating and producing high-impact spots/advertisements, and basic interview techniques. “They have already begun applying some of the training as they are now meeting on a weekly basis to produce ‘seed spots’—creative audio gospel presentations/invitations in 60 seconds or less,” Basick explained. “They were also contracted to produce radio commercials to promote a stage play, and they did a fantastic job—the ads sounded very professional and were aired on a secular station! I’d also given them each an assignment of preparing and presenting a one-hour radio program. But three of the students went over and above by doing a full one-hour audio report on a Croatian Christian band, featuring sound from a live concert, interviews with the band and concert attendees, and mixed in both live and prerecorded music.”
[Transcription from the podcast – in italics – but in regular font is the “more accurate version”. I think it belongs in “Partnerships” or even “The Resistant” rather than “The Unreached”.]
One young man that was in one of a restricted countries, we were able to miraculously get him out of the country to train him to do radio. And our trainer that was doing the instructing, as they were about to go back home, gave this friend a Christian management book. It’s a book on management, obviously a Christian book. And our trainer said, “I suppose you can’t take this book home with you”. And he said, “No, if I have any kind of Christian material crossing the border, its 5-years in prison, no questions asked. But can I just hold the book for a while?” That tells you how blessed we are, you know, how many Bibles do we have on our shelves and yet people in this part of the world are willing to endanger their lives so they can go back into their countries, in context, produce programs that will reach their countrymen with the message of Christ.
One of our radio production partners from Central Asia was able to attend our leadership conference outside of his home country. At the end of the conference, the attendees were given a Christian book on management. The next morning en route to the airport, our trainer asked why our friend seemed so tired. “I stayed up all night reading the book and trying to memorize as much of it as I could. I know I can’t take it with me because if I have any kind of Christian material at the border, it would be a 5 year prison sentence, no questions asked. Do you mind if I just hold it a while longer until we get to the airport?” That tells you how blessed we are, you know, how many Bibles do we have on our shelves and yet people in this part of the world are willing to endanger their lives so they can go back into their countries, in context, produce programs that will reach their countrymen with the message of Christ.


2. THE WEAK AND INFIRM

October 3, 2009 from Koleski blog:  Yesterday I was in a village near the border of Mozambique, and we saw a boy with Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis whose disease has been so neglected that his many of his joints have become immobilized, His name is Zacharias, and he's 18, but his relatives have just quit feeding him and he's basically starving. I bathed him with 2 other nurses. He couldn't remember the last time he had been bathed. One of the nurses gave him her lunch. It broke my heart, and I don't know what I can do to help him long term if his family doesn’t want to help him. In the past the family has taken much of the food given for him, and eaten it themselves or sold it. He asked us to take a picture of him, so we took a few, and we’ll bring him some prints when we go back. We were able to go back to the village where Zacharias lives. With the help from the Malawian government we could bring him some food supplements, it’s a food called “plumpy nut” which is like peanut butter, and has the protein and nutritional supplements he will need. We also were able to secure a wheelchair that was donated by the Rotary Club. The best news of all however, is that a chief from a neighboring village has agreed to be responsible to make sure he is fed and taken outside daily. On the bad news side, we found he has developed a bed sore, and for someone in his condition it could prove fatal. I washed and dressed the wound with the few first aid supplies I had, and we left with words of encouragement. I’m not sure how much future he’s going to have, but maybe he can have a few nice days in the sun.
Friday, May 7, 2010:  The young man with juvenile arthritis that Elizabeth was caring for passed away about one month ago. We learned of his passing last week. As you can see from his picture, Zacharias was very unhealthy. He was often fed only every two to three days by his family. When Elizabeth would see him, he would be lying in his own excrement and urine, covered in flies and bed sores, and often hadn’t eaten in a day or two. Thanks to Elizabeth and Jessica McMillan, Zaccarias was moved from his village to the Michinje District Hospital. When they visited him there, Zacharias said he preferred staying in the hospital because they fed him and bathed him. On one of her visits to Zacharias’ village, Elizabeth took a woman who spoke Chichewa to explain to Zacharias about Jesus love and His forgiveness of sins. Zacharias accepted Jesus as his Savior that day. It is horribly sad that an eighteen year old boy who just had arthritis died, but because of Elizabeth and Jessica, he died clean and fed and most importantly, saved. Thank you Elizabeth, thank you Jessica and thank you God.
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. The director of our partner station in the capital of Sierra Leone told how the radio station was strategic during the “truth in reconciliation” process after the brutal civil war there. One evening a woman called the station to ask for prayer because she desperately wanted to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents. As she was sharing this live on-air, another call came in. The caller said he was one of the young men that had attacked the woman’s village and may have even been one of her parents’ killers! Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive. Pray that radio will lead to lives transformed as they hear about the power of God’s Word and His forgiveness.
---------------
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One man told us, “I am a 35-year-old man, and I was going through a period of acute depression. When I heard about the center, I came expecting them to pressure me to convert to Christianity. I believed they could help me, but I was determined to resist any attempt to proselytize me. Surprisingly, they did not. Rather, they proceeded to counsel me in a friendly and professional manner. Together we discovered that the depression in my life was due to a financial crisis. Moreover, I was so touched by the love and acceptance I received at the center even though I was a Muslim. I asked them to lead me to Christ, and I got saved right there during my last counseling session. Hallelujah!” Pray that many will learn about Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation and find hope and joy in Him.
---------------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/counselor-training-in-sierra-leone-addresses-needs-of-traumatized-residents.html:  The caller was desperate for help. Pent-up anger and bitterness were tearing her apart emotionally and spiritually. But now she was ready to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents in the West African country of Sierra Leone a few years earlier. As the woman bared her soul during a live call-in program on HCJB Global’s partner radio ministry, Believers Broadcasting Network (BBN), in Freetown, another call came in “The caller said he was one of the young men who had attacked the woman’s village and may well have even been one of her parents’ killers,” shared the station’s Sierra Leonean director, Ransford Wright. “Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive.” Her parents were among 50,000 killed in the nation’s brutal decade-long civil war that ended in 2002. Thousands of others were maimed and mutilated, losing their arms, hands and legs to soldiers wielding machetes in the senseless violence. Some 2 million people were forced from their homes, many becoming refugees in neighboring Guinea and Liberia. Although the story is not a recent one, it personifies the continuing trauma faced by some 500,000 people in the country of 6.2 million who suffer from anxiety disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression and substance abuse. Yet few receive treatment, and the situation remains dire. Global National, the news and current affairs division of Canada’s Global Television Network, reported in 2012 that “mental illness is a growing problem [in Sierra Leone]. Getting professional help is nearly impossible…. In Freetown there is only one psychiatrist and two psychiatric nurses. Outside of Freetown there is nothing.” “There is also a lot of domestic violence, but most don’t like to talk about it,” said Kenny Dennis, a licensed professional counselor whose practice in Colorado Springs, Colo., specializes in trauma and stress cases. Along with Daphne Hyde of the BBN Counselling Centre, he helped lead a three-day counselor training workshop, Sept. 24-26, for 42 participants. Also representing HCJB Global were Sheila Leech, vice president of global healthcare, and Lee Sonius, executive director of the Sub-Saharan Africa Region.. “Many of the soldiers who committed atrocities during the war were teenagers,” added Dennis, who spent nearly two weeks in Africa with his wife, Lauri, human resources director at HCJB Global. “In some cases the people who did these things to them still live next door. After the civil war, everyone got amnesty.” The workshop was the fulfillment of a long-awaited dream. For nine years BBN has hosted call-in counseling programs on the radio station. Although counseling is not part of Sierra Leonean culture, it soon became apparent from the volume of calls and the needs expressed that more help was needed for the people of Freetown. Decimated by the bloody civil war, Sierra Leone ranked as the world’s eighth-poorest country in the United Nation’s 2011 Human Development Report. The war left a population mentally scarred, damaged and physically impoverished. Freetown is a crowded, hot, congested, polluted city lacking even basic services such as water, electricity, sewage and healthcare. When Wright shared his dream to open a drop-in counseling center in the city two years ago, HCJB Global’s staff immediately saw the potential of adding another dimension to the radio ministry thus adding “hands” to the “voice” of the radio. In 2011 a work team led by missionary Nate Dell went to help get the drop-in center ready. In the first 18 months of its operation, more than 700 people went to the center for help. In his remarks at the opening of the training event, Wright commented that each of those 700 people represented 700 families affected and 700 families helped in a positive way. His dream is to see this ministry expand beyond Freetown and into the provinces. Part of his vision is to open a training center for counselors, and this workshop was the first step in making that dream come true. Originally the workshop was planned for 25 participants, but demand for the training quickly increased when word of the event began to spread. “We had to make room for almost twice that many because we started getting applications from across the city and even beyond,” Wright said. “This could be a sign that more and more people are realizing the value of professional counseling services in what used to be a ‘conservative’ society. Another motivating factor was the fact that we were hosting experts from the U.S. The prospect of a knowledge transfer was huge and our expectations were exceeded.” Dennis often used role-plays during the sessions to increase participation, loosen up the crowd and demonstrate the effectiveness of counseling. “The interactive presentation style worked very well in keeping the sessions lively throughout,” Wright explained. “Kenny and Lauri were very efficient throughout, Kenny being a great teacher/facilitator and Lauri being very complementary, helping him organize and filling in on role-plays.” “The type of people at the training was wide and varied,” added Dennis. “We had teachers, pastors, students, housewives, two girls who work at a place for abandoned children, and a guy who serves at an amputee refugee camp. He’s already contacted us about staying in touch and asked for additional assistance.” The Dennises are making plans to return in 2014. Wright said the ministry’s counseling center and future ones like it could play a strategic role in the evangelization of Sierra Leone which remains largely unreached with the gospel despite two centuries of mission work in the country. About 3.9 percent of residents are evangelical, according to Operation World. “We are witnessing a lot of interest from Muslims who walk in to the center for counseling and leave satisfied … sometimes saved,” he added. “From feedback we’ve received, many of them were impressed with the professional standards of our team.” Dennis recounted that when someone is helped by the counseling, it has a multiplying effect. “If a person who is violent or depressed and can’t or won’t work gets some kind of help, it benefits the whole family and makes a difference in a community,” he said. “There is a lot of openness to the gospel. Many realize they are coming to a Christian center even though they don’t have a Christian faith, so it’s an evangelistic tool.”
	
Praise God for the way He is using partner healthcare outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. HCJB Global helped fund a well installation with a radio partner in Ghana in an area where the population is predominately strong Muslim. At the dedication of the well, the account of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well was shared. The villagers were told whoever drinks from this well will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that Jesus gives will never be thirsty. There was silence for some minutes. Then four men walked boldly through the crowd to the center of the gathering and openly accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior! Pray that many in these communities will learn about the Living Water and come to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
2013-07 Sheila Leech:  Sometimes I wonder what the impact of some of what we do really is? I wonder about spending relatively large amounts of money to take a medical team somewhere for a "one shot" experience of providing health care to a community. I wonder how we could do things better...or if we should be doing this at all. Then I hear stories like Emmanuel's story. Emmanuel was not always called Emmanuel. His name today reflects a change that has come about in his life. Emmanuel means "God with us". He did not always know or acknowledge that God was with him. Emmanuel lives in a small village in the Volta region of Ghana. He had been married, has children, but a disease inflicted him which destroyed his family and almost destroyed him. Filarial Diseases are caused by parasites which inject small "worms"  into the body. These microscopic filaria, migrate through the body, block the flow of lymph to the tissues and can cause a condition known as elephantiasis, characterized by the swelling of arms, legs or trunk. Emmanuel had been suffering with elephantiasis for years. His leg was swollen and the skin had broken down causing a huge ulcerated area over the bottom third of his leg. Emmanuel believed that it was caused by evil spirits. When I saw Emmanuel for the first time, he was waiting with all the other patients under the hot sun to be seen by a doctor. I saw that his lower leg was covered with filthy rags so decided to go ahead and clean it up to make it easier for the doctors to see what the problem was. As I took the rags away, my heart sank at the sight of what looked to be a huge necrotic sore on Emmanuel's leg and foot. Necrosis usually needs to be surgically removed and I was fearful that Emmanuel would lose his foot. However, as I gently cleaned the wound, I realized that the black appearance had to do with local remedies and leaves that had been applied. There was a huge sore there, but maybe this leg could be saved? As we talked with Emmanuel about where he could get hospital treatment, since this was clearly indicated, he shared his sad story. Abandoned by family and friends because of the ugly malodorous leg which afflicted him, he literally had nobody to take him to the hospital and nobody to help pay his bills. At times like that, I am so thankful that we work with local partners. Theovision missionaries Ben and Peter consulted and decided they would accompany Emmanuel to hospital to see what could be done. He left with a clean dressing on his leg, and perhaps some hope in his heart. Maybe someone did care about him? After that first hospital visit, we learned that Emmanuel would need to attend the hospital many times each week for an extended period of time. Who would take him? Who could pay for his dressings? We praise God that at HCJB Global we have donors who care about people like Emmanuel and so we agreed to pay for his dressing changes. The local Ghanaian church agreed to pay Emmanuel's bus fare to the hospital each week! When HCJB global missionaries Drs Marcos and Laurie Nelson went to do a follow -up visit to that community four months later, they were astonished to see a man radiant and praising God. it was Emmanuel. His leg was healed and through receiving love and kindness from the local church he listened to the Word of God and had committed his life to Christ. He was transformed! Now no longer in fear of the spirits who he thought had attacked his life, Emmanuel is a testimony to Jesus saving and healing power. Emmanuel. God with us? Yes......all the time, not just at Christmas...So...was it worth it? All that expense to take a team to Ghana? All that time and energy? Ask Emmanuel.......
	
Praise God for the way He is using partner healthcare outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. HCJB Global helped fund a well installation with a radio partner in Ghana in an area where the population is predominately strong Muslim. At the dedication of the well, the account of Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well was shared. The villagers were told whoever drinks from this well will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that Jesus gives will never be thirsty. There was silence for some minutes. Then four men walked boldly through the crowd to the center of the gathering and openly accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior! Pray that many in these communities will learn about the Living Water and come to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
	
HCJB Global Doctora Paulyna spent her birthday in Haiti with a team at a cholera treatment center. She told two of her patients that God had saved their lives for a purpose and that they should renounce voodoo and commit themselves to Christ. Through a translator, both men prayed to receive Christ and were followed up by two Haitian pastors. Now the three share “birthdays”!
	
Yonel was 12 years old. Every morning he would bring his family’s animals down a mountain path to their pasture and at night return home. But the January 12, 2010 earthquake in Haiti changed all that. Huge boulders rolled down the mountain and shattered Yonel’s right arm and leg. His family found him severely injured and rushed him immediately to the Baptist Haiti Mission Hospital. There, he was treated by HCJB Global doctors, providing medical relief in the devastated country. Jack, a Billy Graham chaplain, prayed with Yonel at his bedside while he recovered from surgery, and one day Yonel accepted Jesus into his heart. A particular joy for them both is the fixed-tuned radio that we have given them. It is programmed to four local FM Christian radio stations, with solar panels to recharge and the music plays day and night through the rooms of the hospital. The doctors gave Yonel a SonSet radio so that he could listen to the Christian station and grow in his faith. The media and the world have moved on to other news stories, but God’s story with Yonel continues. When the doctors returned months later, one of the surgeries they did was to remove the hardware from Yonel's right arm. Now Yonel sits in a wheelchair, but his beaming face and sparkling eyes are not to be overlooked. He is healing great! His wonderful, bright spirit demonstrates the joy of the Lord Jesus! He has won the hearts of all those here at the mission compound where he has been since the earthquake. Soon after, Yonel became an orphan because his father died in the quake and his mother died of breast cancer. 
	
Wadlene had arrived at Baptist Haiti Mission nine days after the earthquake. She arrived, like many others, in the back of a truck that bumped up the hill to the hospital. When I first met Wadlene, she was one of many who had been filing through the O.R. where we were racing to care for as many people as possible. I immediately started in with the usual pre-anesthesia interview questions in a mechanical, tired-after-all-this-work type way. Her answers were difficult to sort out and not linear or direct. A simple question like, "Do you have any medicine allergies?" for example, was just not registering. My medical student translator interjected that he had seen AIDS patients in his (limited) experience act this way and he was sure she was infected with HIV. Looking back now I see that it was the Lord who, at that moment, helped me to do something a bit uncharacteristic for me and especially in this setting. I slowed down and considered where and from what she had just come. All I knew at this point was that, indeed, nine days had passed and this woman who lay before me was still untreated and had been waiting all this time for any type of help. So, through my interpreter, I asked her what her experience had been up to this point. Suddenly, something clicked in her mind and I could see it clearly in her face. She recounted that she been in her kitchen cooking when her building crumbled around her. Then she spent several days in the wreckage before being freed and eventually they came to us. Her children where in another room and perished in the quake as did her husband. Incredible! Here she was, suffering for over a week with limited or no care like pain medicine or basic hygiene with a broken arm and leg caring for herself in utter despair at the loss of all of her family! I started again with the doctor stuff emphasizing that she was important and that we wanted to help her feel better and begin the healing process. Still terrified, physically hurting, and emotionally spent we moved to the O.R. where she underwent the first stages of repair for her injuries. Shortly after this our team left and, though her memory remained, I didn't expect to see her again. 
HCJB Global doctors returned to Haiti in March 2010 after they treated many patients just after the January earthquake. The doctors realized that most of the people they had originally seen needed to get up and begin to walk outside, but had been reluctant. One of our team brought 100 SonSet® radios to distribute, set to four Haitian Christian radio stations. The radios initially had to be taken outside to charge the batteries two hours a day. They were a real hit with the patients, and we were happy when this got the patients who needed physical therapy up and outside for a couple of hours a day. One of those patients was Wadlene. We again met in the O.R. again to further care for her left femur fracture. I learned that during her time at the hospital she has put her trust in Christ as Savior and Lord and continues to heal from her injuries. Several days ago she went outside for the first time since the earthquake and enjoyed some rays. We gave her one of the SonSet® radios to encourage her to get out of bed and outside to charge the thing with its solar cells while listening! 
Praise God for the way He is using partner healthcare outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. More people in Africa have access to cell phones than to clean water – over half of the continent does not have proper access to clean drinking water. After a well was installed through the collaboration between HCJB Global and Theovision International, a village elder reported, “For over fifty years, we had no good drinking water. We drank from stagnant streams and walked miles in search of water. We suffered from many water-borne diseases. However since you supplied our village with the well and clean water, nobody has complained of any of those diseases. Thank you and God bless you.”  – Village Chief from Hateka, Ghana, where HCJB Global installed a clean-water well in collaboration with our radio partner, Theovision International
	
2009-07:  Convulsions wracked a feverish baby boy’s body as he lay nearly lifeless in his mother’s arms. Thankfully, the mother had brought the boy to the physicians and nurses of an HCJB Global Hands healthcare team visiting the second poorest area of Ghana. Within moments, cool water was being sprinkled on the child by nurses Sheila Leech and Jessica McMillan. Leech had traveled from Ecuador; McMillan came from Malawi where she serves at an HIV/AIDS clinic operated by Partners in Hope. As part of the 18-member international team, they administered medicines and instructed the child’s mother to return in an hour. The change in the child was dramatic. “When the mother returned his skin color was normal,” shared Nate Dell, the mission’s work teams coordinator who traveled from Colorado to link up with the group. “His eyes followed movements and sounds, and he was sitting up and moving around. It seemed to my untrained eye that a life had been saved that day.” The child was among more than 250 helped in just one day at Fante Mayera, a village outside the capital, Accra. In addition, the team saw great potential for improving the quality of the community’s water supply. Rev. Theo Asare, president of local partner Theovision, and HCJB Global together had raised funds to install a well in the nearby community of Hateka in February. With help from HCJB Global, Theovision also plans to launch three Christian radio stations in Ghana this year. Theovision’s Mark Abu-Danso described the medical work as the “act that backs up the gospel” and would “greatly assist Theovision’s ongoing ministry.” One of the more tragic cases revealed small uniform scars on the belly of a young girl cut crudely with a knife in the belief that it would allow evil spirits to escape from her. Two blind men also came, hoping the team’s reading glasses would give them sight. “It speaks of the hope that people put in us and the desperation they face when we can’t help them,” said Leech, HCJB Global Hands’ international healthcare director. After several days with Theovision in Ghana, the team traveled to neighboring Sierra Leone to work with local partner Radio Life Venture 97.2 FM in Freetown. As in Ghana, the team’s medical ministry was featured on local radio stations as a palpable extension of the message of Christ’s love that reaches listeners daily. Sierra Leone, emerging from 10 years of civil war, “has its challenges,” Leech added, but its potential for future Voice and Hands ministries is clear. “Many positive comments were made, especially about having a team that included Ecuadorian staff. They are flexible, adaptable and used to coping with very few comforts when necessary. It was a big adventure, and they laughed their way through Africa. Their spirit was contagious!” More than 2,000 of some of the world’s poorest people received  medical care during the 2½-week outreach, demonstrating how media and medical ministries work hand in hand. “Our transformational goal in Africa is the merging of radio and healthcare wherever and whenever possible,” explained Sub- Saharan Africa Director Lee Sonius. “There’s no limit to what can be accomplished as we work through our radio partners to provide primary healthcare to their needy communities. Homes, families, villages, towns, cities, regions and entire countries could be transformed as God’s love is demonstrated.” “The trip exceeded expectations,” Leech added. “Ongoing ministry was launched in Ghana and Sierra Leone with radio partners. Theovision is already making plans for training health workers and setting a schedule for the rest of the year in the area of medical brigades. We’ve already discussed further input and involvement, and a proposal is being drafted. We have a phenomenal partner in Ghana!” Was the trip worthwhile? “Eternity will tell,” she related. “If, when we get to heaven, we meet a person who tells us that one day in her village in Sierra Leone a group of aboto (white people) came. If she tells how afraid she was of them, but a strange person with no hair on his head [Dr. Steve Nelson] smiled, held her and gave her medicine for her tummy that made her well … a beautiful lady sang songs to her about Jesus ... and she gave her life to Jesus when she heard the gospel story … then it was worth it—just for her!” 
	
Praise God for the many patients who find Christ as Savior during their visits to our Ecuador hospitals and clinics. One of our doctors at the Shell hospital told this story:  I treated a young gentleman who came to clinic with worries about his health. Many non-specific symptoms riddled his chart, and it was evident that he was suffering from a case of not knowing his eternal destiny. Upon further questioning, I discovered that the Holy Spirit had already been working on his heart. A simple presentation of God's plan for salvation cured this gentleman of his spiritual need. He has accepted Christ and can now look forward, without fear, to eternity in Heaven. 
	
When is the last time you went to church and had a blood test? At Partners in Hope, Elizabeth’s ministry is doing HIV/AIDS testing in churches once a quarter. We’ve been talking to pastors, wanting to work more closely with local churches since January. So far we’ve had two opportunities to come in, speak and do testing. In June we had a woman with AIDS come and give a testimony of God’s faithfulness throughout her illness. And after the service we did free blood tests for anyone who would like to know their status. As you probably already know, AIDS is very prevalent in Malawi, yet there is still considerable stigma attached. This is especially true in churches. Yet the church is an ideal place for attacking this problem. Most Malawians do go to church somewhere, It’s a natural place to receive support and care, and above all the hope that the gospel brings. Unfortunately, the local church has not always been our ally in fighting this scourge. Many churches have healing services that encourage people to “prove” their faith by stopping their medicines. This has led to disastrous health consequences, death for patients and resistant virus strains. But praise God, slowly good information is getting out about the disease as well as how God sometimes calls us to suffering. (Why should we expect less than Jesus did?) However, God is able to pour out grace and do so much in the midst of the pain. I (Elizabeth) asked the pastor if he would be willing to be tested, and I got tested too as an encouragement to the rest of the congregation. We are hoping to get a support group started at this very church, like we did in the first church we tested at. We are also planning to start a kids club for kids who are HIV positive. We will be launching the club with a kids party Sept 1st.  
	
Theovision recently conducted a medical follow-up trip in September to the four villages that were visited in February when a team from Woodmen Valley Chapel joined an HCJB Global team. “During the early part of the month we undertook a one-week medical follow up to assess the impact of the medical outreach we carried out earlier this year. It would be recalled that in February, in collaboration with some of our partners, we embarked on a two-week medical outreach and provided medical care and counseling services to over 3, 000 people in 4 remote villages in Ghana where we have some of our Bible listening Groups. The beneficiary villages were Amoakrom, Anwhiawsu, Lartey and Akuraa Kese. All the four villages were provided with latrines and Akuraa Kese benefitted from the supply of clean drinking water from a tube well the organization provided for the community. The follow-up team was filled with joy to see some of the villagers who were extremely sick in February now up and about their normal farming activities. Everybody who was treated in February had a testimony to share but time would not allow the team to record all. This is how most of the people in the 4 rural communities where we carried out the medical outreach started their narrations: “But for Theovision I don't know what would have happened to me …” What Theovision envisaged as a follow-up turned out to be another medical outreach all together as some of the villagers who were sick joined those who had come to give testimonies and received medical attention. To the surprise of all, the team discovered several cases of Yaws in one particular community. This was reported to the Municipal Director of Medical Services when he paid the group a visit on the field. The director promised to conduct further research on the prevalence of this infectious tropical disease in the area and take immediate steps to curb it. Most of the people who turned up for the review were full of gratitude to God and to Theovision and its partners. Theovision in turn, is grateful to you, our partners, for equipping us in diverse ways to bring joy to these people.
Testimonies:
· My son had a very big sore on his left shoulder. It started like a boil but before we realized, it had become infected, swollen and full of pus. His body was bent towards his left hand side because of the pain. We knew he was suffering but we did not have the money to send him to the hospital which is far from this place. God heard our prayers and brought your medical team here. Now my son is completely healed. Only a small scar serves as a reminder of the big septic sore .My family and I thank God for Theovision. You have saved our son .God richly bless you.  Amoakrom
· A middle aged man whom our team interviewed declared, ‘’Ever since you people came and gave us medical care nobody has died in Akuraa Kese and its satellite communities unlike previously.”
· The chief of Lartey could not hide his joy when the Theovision team went to his house. “People are shocked to see such a beautiful latrine in this village. They say it is fit for Accra (national capital) not Lartey.” He told the team this as he smiled broadly with pride. According to the villagers, most of the water borne and infectious diseases which they used to suffer from are now things of the past because of the clean drinking water and the latrines Theovision and its partners have provided for them.
	
Our medical outreach experience in Burkina Faso was a great one because of the great passion by the local believers there who operate the radio ministry. The spiritual impact was great – at the end of the day, our radio partner Etienne and his staff showed Christian films that were locally produced. The people loved them, and there are a number of stories of conversions as a result. The people group (Fulani) is 99% Muslim and are nomadic. The wife of one of the local radio team is from that people group and could speak in their own language to them. As people were waiting in line for the medical clinic, she would wander through those waiting and talk with them about Jesus. The March 2011 issue of Voice & Hands features the medical outreach in Burkina Faso and Ghana. You can see it at this link:  http://www.hcjb.org/March-2011/west-african-children-touch-hearts-as-medical-team-ministers-in-burkina-faso.html
From KNOG – Nogales, Arizona:    “Javier was extremely discouraged and had made the decision to take his own life. His wife had left him; he had lost his house, and many other discouragements overwhelmed him. He struggled with depression, and he had come to the end. On that Friday, Javier set up the necessary contraptions with which to hang himself. With the rope already around his neck, he decided to turn on his radio one last time before pushing the fateful chair out of the way. This was between 6:15 and 6:45 a.m. A local minister was talking live on KNOG’s morning show, “Este es el Día” (“This is the Day”). Pastor Crespo’s topic for that morning was “depression”, and how God can bring a person out of that dangerous pit. Javier was drawn in. Pastor Crespo was speaking “directly” to him - infusing him with hope, helping him not feel alone, giving him courage. Removing the noose, Javier fell to his knees, weeping. He asked the Lord Jesus Christ to give him hope again and to heal him of his depression. By 10 a.m. Javier had phoned KNOG personnel to tell them what happened and to thank Pastor Crespo for letting God speak through him to his very soul, saving his life. As far as we know, the outward circumstances of Javier’s life have not changed significantly, but his inner life has.”
	
2013-12.03 Sharing God’s Love in Andean Community Via Medical Caravan, Clean Water Project:  http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/sharing-god-love-of-god-in-andean-community-through-medical-caravan-and-clean-water-project.html
High in the Ecuadorian Andes in an open-air clinic in Daldal, a teenage boy with gastritis told Dr. Julian Aguayo, “I’m tired of life. What can I do to get near to God?” “He wore a strange expression—the kind that gives you the shivers. It scared me,” said Aguayo. “His voice was very sad.” “Why do you want to do that?” asked the doctor. “Because I don’t want to go on,” replied the boy. He was thinking about taking his life. The doctor later recounted that as they talked he was able to share the good news of Jesus’ love. “I think he had been drinking, he had been smoking, he felt like nobody loved him,” said Aguayo. “When I was speaking, he understood and his expression changed. It was no longer an expression of contempt. His face was shining. He received Christ … shut his eyes and said, ‘Lord, forgive me.’” This teenage boy was one of nearly 200 patients seen during HCJB Global’s mobile medical clinic in the remote community Saturday, Nov. 23. The team of 24 included dentists, doctors and nurses from the ministry’s hospitals in Quito and Shell along with evangelists from Alianza Cristiana Misionera de Huachi Grande (Christian and Missionary Alliance of Huachi Grande), a church in Ambato. The medical caravan was coordinated by Community Development Director Alex Weir and hygiene trainer Tannia Lascano. Dental clinics were set up in a community room and in the caravan truck that traveled from Shell while medical checkups were held in the school and open-air stands. Common health problems included arthritis and troubles with eyesight and conditions stemming from a lifetime of hard physical labor in the fields and constant exposure to dust and ultraviolet light. Many patients also suffered from gastritis and intestinal parasites. While people waited to be seen by a doctor, the evangelism team from Ambato led an interactive children’s program. Before long, adults and children alike were joining in action songs. Youngsters donned colorful paper hats bearing their names as they learned that only Christ can bring true happiness. Meanwhile, in spite of the volume of patients, members of the medical staff focused on making time for the people and sharing God’s love with them. Recounted Ecuadorian nurse Nelly Germán, “It’s been really good to put ourselves at their disposal and for the people to receive the good news of salvation.” Ana Carillo, a member of the community of Daldal, said, “In my opinion, [the medical caravan] is very good because we have never been given this help before. The Word of God, too, helps us.” The day of medical and dental care concluded with the showing a Spanish version of Fireproof, a film with a Christian message about God’s power to restore a couple’s marriage. After the film, members of the community and the HCJB Global team expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to work together. The evening closed with prayers of thanks in Quichua, Spanish, English and German by team and community members of different nationalities. The medical caravan visit built on a longstanding relationship between HCJB Global and the community of 176 families. Daldal also recently received a short-term veterinary team that attended to the needs of animals in the community. That team, led by Dan Shedd, executive director of the Latin America Region, with help from Lascano, visited Daldal in July. In the week leading up to the medical caravan, the community celebrated the inauguration of its water system. The water project, carried out with the help of Water Projects Team from HCJB Global, provided clean water to their homes, meaning residents no longer have to haul potentially tainted water from a river 300 feet below. In the summer of 2012, members of the mission’s summer internship program in Shell also assisted with the water project. “We’re happy to help you with water, animals and health, but our goal is also spiritual health,” Weir told community members. “We want to share this great love that God has with each and every one of you.” The resounding message from the community, repeated again and again by different members was, “May this not be the last time [you visit].” On returning to her home in Puyo, nurse Aydee Shiquia shared, “I hope that in some way we have been able to help the community of Daldal. I know we couldn’t meet 100 percent of their needs, but in my heart I feel that we gave something small to help them. Thank you, Father God. I know that if we are with you, all things are possible.”
----
Martin Harrison reports, “God worked in the lives of both team members and the community members in Daldal, the village where we started work on a new water project. With the exception of five or six Evangelical families this community is unreached with the Gospel. We were able to encourage this small group of believers by spending time with them. Over the last ten years or so since they became believers they have faced hardship and persecution for their new found faith in Jesus Christ. They were excluded from the community, denied the chance to sell their products at market and even stoned or submerged in water. However as these believers have worked hard to improve the physical and spiritual well-being of the community they are now increasingly respected by the rest of the community. It is through these dedicated Christians that HCJB was asked to facilitate a water project in Dal Dal. For the week that we were there we worked on the water project, building a structure to capture a spring. God worked to break down barriers, suspicions and hard hearts in the unbelieving community. When we left at the end of the week several community leaders stood up and expressed their feelings with great honesty. They said that over the years they had looked for God in the temple (meaning the Catholic church) and not found Him there. However they said they had found God in the team and in the water project as we all worked alongside each other. The unspoken testimony as we served the community through construction work and the spoken testimony as we ran a Bible club for children was a powerful combination.”
	
Suicide seemed the answer—the only solution—for an Indonesian man whose good name had been used by a friend to run up debts. “I had many people chasing me for money,” he said. “It was because of this that I had planned to commit suicide.” The money intended for establishing a business had been lost, so the friend borrowed from others. The real-life drama was recounted to an HCJB Global partner who asked that people pray for the man “because for this moment, he was under pressure from his parents and family.” Family members had attempted to convince the new believer to reconvert to Hinduism, a religion in which he served in the priestly class known as Brahmins. In Hinduism, this is the highest level of the caste system. His societal status notwithstanding, the man was desperate and suicidal, but a lifeline was thrown to him. As he fiddled to tune in to the broadcasts on his cell phone, that lifeline seemed both a thin thread and a solid rope of rescue sustained by God Himself. “That night I tried to listen to the radio through my mobile phone,” said the man of his time of debt-ridden misery. “I could only capture one radio station. The other radio signals were not clear. I was very interested in this station because its motto, ‘Making Life Better.’” The man lives about 30 miles from the radio station. He listened to a program called Wise Words. “From this program,” he recounted, “I captured one sentence: ‘In every problem there is a way out.’” He carried this comfort to bed that night. “I fell asleep, and when I woke up I realized that I had no desire to commit suicide,” the man said, adding that after listening for a week, he sent the station a text message. “Soon after that, I was invited to come to the (station’s) counseling center.” The station’s counselor and his wife spoke with their newfound friend and “then they asked if I would like to accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and I said, ‘Yes!’ After they led me to accept Jesus and prayed for the problems I faced, I returned home. When I got home, God had done a miracle. All the debts were paid off! There are people who paid for everything.” HCJB Global Asia Pacific Director Ty Stakes calls it a “great example not only of the power of radio, but also the power of local follow-up.” His work coordinating efforts to establish Christian radio stations has convinced him that such scenarios occur on a daily basis throughout Indonesia.
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/europe-eurasia/bringing-hope-to-victims-of-domestic-abuse-and-the-unemployed-in-balkan-nation.html:  Bringing Hope to Victims of Domestic Abuse and the Unemployed in Balkan Nation :  In the former Yugoslavia, victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence would receive just six months’ respite—six months’ protection in a “house of refuge” before they were forced to return home again, often back into the arms of their abusers. Carlos and Laura (fictitious names used for security reasons), Colombian Operation Mobilization (OM) missionaries in the Balkan nation trained at HCJB Global’s Corrientes missionary mentoring program in Quito, Ecuador, quickly saw a need and responded to it. Since their arrival in the country in 2010, they have developed a social integration program to give hope to women and children who have suffered sexual abuse or domestic violence. Additionally, through a micro-business program and church planting work, they are bringing dignity to the citizens and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them. After moving from Colombia to Ecuador for work and seeing their own business venture collapse, Carlos and Laura felt God saying to them, “The time that you had to invest in yourselves is over, and this is the time for you to focus on my kingdom—on what I want you to do in my kingdom.” As they prayed for countries which had been torn apart by war, God gave them a burden for the nation. “One night,” Carlos recalled, “my wife said to me, ‘What would you say if we started to focus on going to [the Balkan country]?’ There were certain things that caught our attention and one was that it was a country in a Muslim context. The second was that it had been through the disruption of war and we are from a country at war. And the third is that we’re passionate about it.” Two years later—12 years for Laura since she had first felt called to missionary service—the couple began to develop a new ministry in the country as part of a small team based in a nearby city. Through micro-business training, Carlos and Laura helped a family make and sell knitted products, while assisting another in producing and selling jam, now on the shelves of local supermarkets. As they worked with the families, they also shared their faith. Carlos said that “one of the families is visiting us in our meetings that we are running on Sundays where we share the gospel…. The woman [in that family] has accepted Jesus as her personal Savior and her husband is coming to the meetings.” As the couple began to settle into life in the Balkan country, they were moved by the plight of women and children who had been sexually abused or suffered domestic violence. “Women who have survived violence, by necessity have to return to their homes because there isn’t a program enabling social re-entry for them,” explained Carlos. “So, seeing this situation, we decided to open the doors of our house so that they could come and live with us.” Last May the program was formalized as Operation Restoration, a national nongovernmental organization. “We have a house equipped with everything necessary so that they can live there with their children and we provide psychological help,” Carlos continued. The center also offers rehabilitation, art therapy, and classes in sewing, woodwork and information technology. Young girls who haven’t finished high school are able to continue studying for exams. Another strand of their outreach, interconnected with micro-business training and their work with abused women and children, is relationship building and church planting. “We invite our friends [to church], and there we have the opportunity to share the gospel in a more direct way,” related Carlos. Last February they celebrated the inauguration of a church plant called Road of Salvation, the sister church of another congregation by the same name. Throughout their preparation time and ministry in the former Yugoslavia, Laura and Carlos have been grateful for the support of Corrientes. “We think that what Corrientes has done—enabling us to speak with missionaries who have spent years serving on the field—is priceless, it’s priceless,” said Carlos. “I think that each one of the missionaries inspired us with what they told us about how God had worked through their lives,” added Laura. “And it was also a very sincere encounter with them of sharing very intimate things.” Carlos and Laura are in their second month of a five-month home ministry assignment in Ecuador while team members continue with the work in Europe in their absence. A family from Korea and a missionary from the U.S. recently joined the eight-member team. In January a missionary couple from the U.K. will provide further support. As Carlos and Laura think about returning to the Balkan nation next year, they’re excited about what lies ahead: “Our great expectation is that we could work not only with women, but also with the three men who are going to join our team. Pray that we could work with men, too, and that God would grant us success in the strategies we’re thinking about using in working with young people and furthering evangelism.”
	
A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in San Diego, Ecuador. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses and children’s workers, along with their young people’s missions group. The community has only two known Christian families and has many dysfunctions:  The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit has collapsed. The young men leave to find manual work and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ. The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community.
--------
One Corrientes missionary recently spent time ministering in an Amazonian village where the people didn’t even want to know about God. The elderly were seen as useless. Teen pregnancy was rampant. Men often left their families to find work, and instead, found drug and alcohol addiction. The village was a moral disaster. But as the missionary applied his training, he began to build meaningful relationships with people in the village. In time, many of the residents began to see that Jesus was the only hope for a failing community. One by one, people are turning their hearts to Christ through the work of this Corrientes-trained missionary. 
--------From Martin Harrison:  March 25-26 a “Corrientes missionary experience” took place in San Diego, Ecuador. A large city church, passionate about missions, wanted to do a cross-cultural mission project and worked together with HCJB Global’s Community Development department to conduct a medical caravan outreach in that city. The church provided doctors, dentists, nurses, and children’s workers along with their young people’s missions group. San Diego has only two known Christian families. “San Diego is a dysfunctional community. The elderly are abandoned when they are no longer considered productive. Teenage pregnancy is high, and the family unit as we understand it has collapsed. The young men 14 and older leave to find manual work in the cities and often turn to drink and drugs and abandon family, friends and responsibilities. Those that remain are beginning to realize their redemption is found only in Jesus Christ.” The Quito church had a wonderful experience ministering there and now is praying that they will be able to plant and sustain a church in this remote community. 
--------
From Martin Harrison:  We took a British work team in October to begin work on a new water project in the community of San Diego, Ecuador, laboring alongside the community members. In just one week we were able to protect a spring that will supply 40 gallons a minute of safe, clean spring water to the village of 1000 people. In addition to the physical impact on health that this will bring there was clear evidence of a spiritual impact. As team members and HCJB Global Hands engineers got their hands dirty in the construction work and ran a VBS in the afternoons with the children one of the community leaders said: “We have looked for God in many places and have not found Him, however we have seen Him in you this week in the way you have served us, loved us and joined with us to make our lives better.”



3. THE RESISTANT
Letter sent on 65th anniversary of shortwave broadcasts to Russia:  I am Ilya Bozadjy, I am one of the many who, for the first time, heard the blessed message of Jesus through the Voice of the Andes (HCJB), Quito, Ecuador. I well remember when I was 8 years old, in 1958, my parents bought a battery radio receiver, because at that time, in our village, we did not have any electricity. Our family was very, very poor and I remember that on the floor, instead of carpets, we used to spread straw to make the floor warmer. After several days, when I got used to using the radio, one time it happened that I came upon Golos And(the Voice of the Andes). After listening for a short while, I was surprised that they were speaking of some kind of God and Christ. In our village at that time, no one believed that there was a God and nobody thought about this. When I think about this as I am writing now this letter, hot tears are running down my cheeks remembering that great joy that, through radio, God opened to me the way of salvation. At that time I was in first grade. Among my peers, I was the most fearful because we were so poor. I was afraid of everyone, even the girls. Every morning before school I listened to your broadcasts, and only from listening to the broadcasts from Golos And (the Voice of the Andes) I was no longer fearful and I was filled with joy. Also, at the same time, I felt sadness, and left for school sorrowful. My teacher asked me why am I so sad? I confided in the teacher and told him what I had heard about Christ, and that He (Christ) doesn’t harm anyone but invites everyone to heaven. That Jesus suffered for our whole class and for the teacher, Ivan Zaharovich. But the leader of our class was an outspoken antagonist against God, and he punished me because I was carrying on anti-Soviet propaganda. My parents and my sisters stopped loving me. Sometimes they even forbade me to listen to the radio. But nevertheless I tuned in and I gradually began to change for the better and was even more obedient. I fulfilled any assignment my parents gave me in order that they might permit me to listen to the radio broadcasts, and, at times, gradually, others began to listen and this became the normal thing. In 1963 we bought a new radio, because at that time we already had electricity in our home and it became much better to listen. Somewhere Papa got a New Testament, and we began reading it as a family and my parents repented and also all of us children. In 1964 our whole family began to witness in our village and to tell the people about your radio broadcasts and we began to witness about Christ. About a year later, some of the people began to repent. There were fourteen members of our group and they laid hands on my father to be the deacon and later the pastor and preacher. This began in our home in 1964 and by 1987 our meetings in our home had grown to an attendance of 200 with a choir and an orchestra. I love you all from my whole heart and thank all former and present workers in radio Golos And. As a result of your broadcasts, I found salvation in Jesus Christ, AMEN!
HCJB Global started broadcasting to Russia via shortwave from Ecuador in 1941, when Communism prevented any Christian influence in the country. For 15 long years, the Russian Language department continued their broadcasts without even knowing if anyone could hear them – but trusting and believing in God’s promise that His Word would not return void. In 1956, a single postcard was received from Russia from a woman who had heard the shortwave transmission from “Golos And” [“Voice of the Andes”] and cherished the way it taught her in her Christian faith. In 1969, when Russia was still closed to the Gospel, a Russian broadcaster and her husband were able to travel to Russia. Knowing she couldn’t risk bringing the woman’s name and address, she memorized them and the couple took a public bus to the address. The woman opened the door and recognized the voice of the wife. She excitedly invited them in, fed them dinner, and sent her children out of the house. In an hour, the children returned, along with about 20 people – the members of the church that had grown up through the teachings of the shortwave broadcasts. HCJB Global and other organizations who were also broadcasting into Russia knew some must be hearing the programs. In 1989 when the ‘Iron Curtain’ came down in Eastern Europe, we all discovered something we knew but could not prove. Now, there was proof. Bob Bowman (of Far East Broadcasting Company) said it best, “When I went into Russia after the fall of communism, I was told there were as many at 39,000 radio churches. People who went to church where there was no pastor. There were people, singing and scripture reading, but it was all done as they gathered around the radio.” A leader in the Baptist group, told Ron Cline that he had received all his Christian Education standing when we sang, kneeling when we prayed and listening to our Russian-language radio producers. He lived in a bunker, and the radio, hooked up to an old car battery, was only used to listen to HCJB. Dad made the boys put on their best cloths to go to ‘radio church’ each Sunday.
	
Pastor, Radio Alpha Omega, Goma: “Many people come to my office every week to repent and believe in Christ. Honor and praise have to be given to our Lord Jesus Christ. Radio is a fantastic and powerful weapon to conquer the darkness of Satan. Last week a barman who came to repent and receive Christ in my office said the following: ‘Radio is a terrible and brave evangelist because there isn’t any evangelist who could try to convince or approach me.’ But while hiding in a prostitute dwelling, he was listening to the programs from our radio station until he decided to come out and return to Christ.”
It was early on a steamy, August morning in 2007, and Emmanuel was just starting his day as technical director for BBN (Believers Broadcasting Network), a Christian radio station in Sierra Leone, West Africa and partner of HCJB Global. Outside the station lay the sprawling capital Freetown. The atmosphere was tense. National elections were about to take place, and the people were crying for change. BBN was not taking sides but was simply urging their listeners to pray on behalf of the nation. During this time, the station received a threatening phone call. “Quit praying!” demanded the caller. “You are disturbing us!” Undeterred, the station continued to call for prayer. Now on this morning, Emmanuel heard a knock at the station door. As he opened it, he came face-to-face with a gunman who shot him in the abdomen at point-blank range. A total of ten gunmen attacked the station that day, and their intention was to kill. “They didn’t take anything,” Emmanuel reports. “They were just after our lives.” But God had other plans. All who were shot that day survived, and according to Emmanuel, BBN is stronger than ever. “We are broadcasting 24 hours nonstop, and we are making an impact.” Many people are testifying of coming to Christ through the gospel broadcasts. After Emmanuel recovered from his wounds, his brother pleaded with him not to return to work at the station: “Don’t go back or you will die,” he said. When Emmanuel was asked why he chose to go back, he replied simply, “I have peace working for God.”
	
A new Christian in North Africa/Middle East came to Christ but was thrown out of the house by his family and harassed by the police. But he remained a firm and faithful follower of Christ. We recorded his testimony to air on the radio stations, but masked the voice so that it wouldn’t be recognized by the police or his family. But when the Christian heard the recording, he was not pleased. “It’s not clear enough,” he complained. “I want everyone to be able to clearly hear about Jesus Christ and what He did in my life. I am willing to risk that the police might recognize my voice. I just want the Gospel message to be clear.” 
	
In the Arab World, one of the great challenges for young Christian men and women who live in Muslim homes is arranged marriage. One young Arab man, who –unknown to his family– was a Christian, hoped to marry a Christian girl. But his father arranged for him to marry a Muslim bride. He sought the counsel of a wise Christian friend who advised him to obey his father. And in faith he married her. He committed to pray for just the right opportunity to share Jesus with his wife. He was patient, waiting for God’s time. When he came across an article that talked about Jesus, he felt the time was right. When he shared the article with his wife, she responded in amazement, “Why this Jesus – He’s just like you!” The man was able to lead her to faith in Jesus Christ, and now this young couple is serving the Lord together as they produce radio programs to teach others about Jesus. 
	
A man from North Africa/Middle East wrote to us to find out more about Jesus. “I don’t know any Christians,” he said. Two brothers from another country agreed to travel to visit this man (risking that it was a trap). They talked with him about Jesus, and the man accepted Christ as his Savior! It’s estimated that 95% of those living in this region will never meet a Christian. Praise God for radio and the Internet where they can be introduced to Him.
	
My name is Hassan. I discovered shortwave radio programs that shared the Gospel in Arabic. I listened carefully for a long time, and finally I became a follower of Jesus. I learned how to produce radio programs and now others are hearing the Good News from me on their own shortwave radios! Recently I returned to my home village for a visit. A friend said, “I heard a radio program that talks about Jesus. The voice sounded like yours!” My heart pounded with fear. But I prayed to be brave and told the man that yes it was my voice. He asked, “Do you really believe those things you say on the radio?” I invited him to go to a quiet place where we could talk. I was able to explain the Gospel to him, and he accepted Jesus as his Savior. I praise God I had the courage to admit I was the program producer!
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/latin-america/transformed-man-reconciles-with-parents-whom-he-robbed.html  When their clothes and other personal effects began disappearing, Diego’s parents knew the time had come for professional help. Their own son was stealing from them. Even a tank of bottled gas disappeared from their home in the greater Quito area in Ecuador where liquefied petroleum gas commonly serves to fuel kitchen stoves. “Some 15 months ago his parents came to me with the singular purpose of helping their son,” related Antonio Torres, who counsels listeners at Radio Station HCJB in Quito. “They knew all too well the private personal hell of living with an addict’s self-absorbed behavior.” Approaching age 30, Diego had fathered a child, but his lifestyle didn’t offer the 18-month-old toddler any stability. He had been nursing a drug habit for more than a decade and had already been in and out of drug treatment centers. Diego’s illicit drug use began in his early teens, a similar experience to that of other Ecuadorian youth who experiment with drugs. Diego, in spurning help offered down through the years, had fled the rehabilitation centers instead of confronting his growing problem. On one occasion he had even tried to end it all with a suicide attempt.After talking with the parents, Torres put the family in touch with a friend in Peru, Pastor Luis Bernales, who personally traveled some 36 hours by bus from Lima to accompany Diego to his Centro Clamor en el Barrio (Cry Out Center in the Neighborhood), a drug rehabilitation facility in Lima. It was an offer that Diego gladly accepted. Upon completion of the program, the young man returned to Quito in March. He began attending a church near the radio station and is living with his parents. Each evening he studies the Bible with them, according to Torres, “he really wants to enter an evangelical seminary, get firmly grounded and serve the Lord as a pastor.”
	
Cássio and Miriana are Brazlian missionaries who tried to start a ministry in the Amazon River Basin community of Philadelphia. At first the community would not accept them or let them come into river village, so they gave them some audio players filled with daily devotional talks, Christian songs and Scripture. Now the whole community listens together while making farinha (ground manioc), and they went through three months’s of programming in just two months! Now they have invited Cássio and Miriana to come and teach them more about the Bible. Another community installed a big mega-phone speaker and plugs in the audio player every morning so that the whole community can hear a devotional and song in the morning.  
	
From 75th anniversary book:  “I came to Hospital Vozandes to study family practice medicine. Even though I was an outspoken atheist and critical of all religions, I attended the Spiritual Cardiology Bible study since I respected the missionary doctors and I didn’t want to be a troublemaker. I began to learn and understand what the Bible said, but my heart remained hard. I was greedy, proud and self-centered. I was hard to live with and on the verge of divorce. I knew what I needed to do to change my life, so I admitted that I had sinned, I asked God to forgive me and I accepted Jesus as my Savior. I thank Hospital Vozandes and the medical residency program for giving me an excellent education and more importantly for teaching me about God, who change me and my family, too.”
Praise God for the ways in which radio is having great impact on lives in Central Asia! HCJB Global has trained local believers to produce radio programs that are broadcast into the closed countries in Central Asia. Our national partner also maintains two websites in the region, and one feature is a chat room, which is seeing increasing response from non-Christians. One man began viewing our website and, as a Muslim, he was very aggressive and posted lots of angry messages. The young people who have been trained to interact with these posts kept on explaining more and more about Christianity until that man finally became a believer himself. He now is one of the people who interact online in the forum with Muslims, explaining the Truth to them. He also started a little group of his own where he uses the materials from the website and radio for evangelism. Pray for the salvation of many listeners and the discipleship and encouragement of secret believers in Central Asia.
A church planter in an area in Indonesia where a radio station was installed writes, “Four years ago, I almost gave up on running my ministry. One Sunday morning in early 2005, some people came and threw over 100 stones at me, and they mocked me. At that time, I prayed for them and forgave them. In 2009, God showed a wonderful miracle. New people joined the church congregation – they were the people who had thrown the stones!”
	
A young Muslim man in Indonesia had heard about Christians, but was afraid to contact any because his father was a very influential Imam (Muslim leader). In his heart, he asked, “When and where can I talk to Christians? I can’t go to their church because my family will persecute me, but deep down in my heart, I believe in Jesus. How can I know more about Jesus? Is there any counseling center or “hope center” in my area where I can go to talk to someone?” He gathered the courage to ask his university lecturer, indicating, “This is not only for me. I have several friends who have started to believe in Jesus as well.” He was guided to listen to our partner radio station and there heard the Good news and came to the Lord.
	
Over and over, a Christian church planter had tried to enter an animistic village in Indonesia to share the gospel, but the chief refused to let him in. Several years later, the same church planter returned and gave solar-powered radios to the village leaders. Thrilled with these gifts, the entire community came together to listen to the programs. The radios were fix-tuned to a new radio station in the region, operated by Christians. Not long after that, the church planter was invited to visit and teach the people more about Jesus Christ. The chief, his 100-year-old mother and many others in the village became believers, and a church was planted there. The new Christians were baptized by the same church planter they had ten times refused entrance to their village. 
	
Famatta (named changed) arrived at our home one morning down and discouraged. She had received a call from her family that her mother was very sick and asking to see her. It had been over two years since she had been home to see her mother….two long years that she had not been allowed to visit because she had chosen Christ over her family’s faith. Her family had disowned her and said she should never visit again, but now her mother was asking for her. We prayed and wondered if this was some kind of trick, but Famatta wanted to go, so we prayed that God would keep her safe and give her opportunities to share her faith. When she arrived in her home village her brothers were angry and gave her one hour to leave or said they would kill her. Thankfully her mother intervened and she was allowed to stay. Although Famatta was allowed to stay a few days in the village her visit was marred by her brothers who embarrassed her in the community and refused to come to the family home while she was there. Famatta counts this all worthwhile for the sake of following Christ. The exciting part of this story is that recently HCJB Global helped to start a Christian radio station in the area of Famatta’s home village. Now, thanks to your faithful gifts Famatta’s family will have the opportunity to turn their radios on this Christmas and hear in their own language the Christmas story of Christ’s deep love for them! Please pray with us that Famatta’s family will hear the Christmas message and that they will turn their hearts to Jesus!
	
Antagonist to Believer:  In June one station in Thailand learned recently that loyal listeners are worth connecting with no matter how the person feels about the station.  Anapan* frequently called the radio station, sometimes as often as every 10 minutes, to complain about the content. He didn’t like that the radio station talked about God so much.  As the calls continued the station manager became concerned about Anapan’s antagonism.  He considered calling the police or trying to get someone from outside the station involved in the hopes of getting the calls to cease. He called Kiet*, who is on staff with a Thai partner of HCJB Global, to get advice on what to do with this caller.  As Kiet talked to the station manager he was praying through the situation asking God to give them wisdom in how to best handle it. After talking and praying Kiet realized that Anapan was a loyal listener, maybe the most loyal listener the station had. He suggested that some of the volunteers at the station go visit Anapan at home.  Their intent was to listen to him and to hopefully have the opportunity to share why they talk about God so much on air.  During the talk they were able to share the Gospel message with him and that day Anapan committed his life to Christ! 
	
An Arab man named Omari, would have nothing to do with anything about Jesus, but after we gave him a radio, he's a faithful listener of Radio Kahuzi (our partner in Democratic Republic of the Congo).  He's been listening to a program called the "Mini Bible College" and every day we hear him discussing what he heard with his fellow workers.  The others are encouraging him to believe on Jesus.  He says he needs time to think about it all, so pray lots that the Holy Spirit will open up his heart to accept our Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior!
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One man told us, “I am a 35-year-old man, and I was going through a period of acute depression. When I heard about the center, I came expecting them to pressure me to convert to Christianity. I believed they could help me, but I was determined to resist any attempt to proselytize me. Surprisingly, they did not. Rather, they proceeded to counsel me in a friendly and professional manner. Together we discovered that the depression in my life was due to a financial crisis. Moreover, I was so touched by the love and acceptance I received at the center even though I was a Muslim. I asked them to lead me to Christ, and I got saved right there during my last counseling session. Hallelujah!” Pray that many will learn about Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation and find hope and joy in Him.



4. PARTNERSHIP
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. The director of our partner station in the capital of Sierra Leone told how the radio station was strategic during the “truth in reconciliation” process after the brutal civil war there. One evening a woman called the station to ask for prayer because she desperately wanted to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents. As she was sharing this live on-air, another call came in. The caller said he was one of the young men that had attacked the woman’s village and may have even been one of her parents’ killers! Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive. Pray that radio will lead to lives transformed as they hear about the power of God’s Word and His forgiveness.
---------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/counselor-training-in-sierra-leone-addresses-needs-of-traumatized-residents.html
Counselor Training in Sierra Leone Addresses Needs of Traumatized Citizens 
The caller was desperate for help. Pent-up anger and bitterness were tearing her apart emotionally and spiritually. But now she was ready to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents in the West African country of Sierra Leone a few years earlier. As the woman bared her soul during a live call-in program on HCJB Global’s partner radio ministry, Believers Broadcasting Network (BBN), in Freetown, another call came in “The caller said he was one of the young men who had attacked the woman’s village and may well have even been one of her parents’ killers,” shared the station’s Sierra Leonean director, Ransford Wright. “Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive.” Her parents were among 50,000 killed in the nation’s brutal decade-long civil war that ended in 2002. Thousands of others were maimed and mutilated, losing their arms, hands and legs to soldiers wielding machetes in the senseless violence. Some 2 million people were forced from their homes, many becoming refugees in neighboring Guinea and Liberia. Although the story is not a recent one, it personifies the continuing trauma faced by some 500,000 people in the country of 6.2 million who suffer from anxiety disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression and substance abuse. Yet few receive treatment, and the situation remains dire. Global National, the news and current affairs division of Canada’s Global Television Network, reported in 2012 that “mental illness is a growing problem [in Sierra Leone]. Getting professional help is nearly impossible…. In Freetown there is only one psychiatrist and two psychiatric nurses. Outside of Freetown there is nothing.” “There is also a lot of domestic violence, but most don’t like to talk about it,” said Kenny Dennis, a licensed professional counselor whose practice in Colorado Springs, Colo., specializes in trauma and stress cases. Along with Daphne Hyde of the BBN Counselling Centre, he helped lead a three-day counselor training workshop, Sept. 24-26, for 42 participants. Also representing HCJB Global were Sheila Leech, vice president of global healthcare, and Lee Sonius, executive director of the Sub-Saharan Africa Region.. “Many of the soldiers who committed atrocities during the war were teenagers,” added Dennis, who spent nearly two weeks in Africa with his wife, Lauri, human resources director at HCJB Global. “In some cases the people who did these things to them still live next door. After the civil war, everyone got amnesty.” The workshop was the fulfillment of a long-awaited dream. For nine years BBN has hosted call-in counseling programs on the radio station. Although counseling is not part of Sierra Leonean culture, it soon became apparent from the volume of calls and the needs expressed that more help was needed for the people of Freetown. Decimated by the bloody civil war, Sierra Leone ranked as the world’s eighth-poorest country in the United Nation’s 2011 Human Development Report. The war left a population mentally scarred, damaged and physically impoverished. Freetown is a crowded, hot, congested, polluted city lacking even basic services such as water, electricity, sewage and healthcare. When Wright shared his dream to open a drop-in counseling center in the city two years ago, HCJB Global’s staff immediately saw the potential of adding another dimension to the radio ministry thus adding “hands” to the “voice” of the radio. In 2011 a work team led by missionary Nate Dell went to help get the drop-in center ready. In the first 18 months of its operation, more than 700 people went to the center for help. In his remarks at the opening of the training event, Wright commented that each of those 700 people represented 700 families affected and 700 families helped in a positive way. His dream is to see this ministry expand beyond Freetown and into the provinces. Part of his vision is to open a training center for counselors, and this workshop was the first step in making that dream come true. Originally the workshop was planned for 25 participants, but demand for the training quickly increased when word of the event began to spread. “We had to make room for almost twice that many because we started getting applications from across the city and even beyond,” Wright said. “This could be a sign that more and more people are realizing the value of professional counseling services in what used to be a ‘conservative’ society. Another motivating factor was the fact that we were hosting experts from the U.S. The prospect of a knowledge transfer was huge and our expectations were exceeded.” Dennis often used role-plays during the sessions to increase participation, loosen up the crowd and demonstrate the effectiveness of counseling. “The interactive presentation style worked very well in keeping the sessions lively throughout,” Wright explained. “Kenny and Lauri were very efficient throughout, Kenny being a great teacher/facilitator and Lauri being very complementary, helping him organize and filling in on role-plays.” “The type of people at the training was wide and varied,” added Dennis. “We had teachers, pastors, students, housewives, two girls who work at a place for abandoned children, and a guy who serves at an amputee refugee camp. He’s already contacted us about staying in touch and asked for additional assistance.” The Dennises are making plans to return in 2014. Wright said the ministry’s counseling center and future ones like it could play a strategic role in the evangelization of Sierra Leone which remains largely unreached with the gospel despite two centuries of mission work in the country. About 3.9 percent of residents are evangelical, according to Operation World. “We are witnessing a lot of interest from Muslims who walk in to the center for counseling and leave satisfied … sometimes saved,” he added. “From feedback we’ve received, many of them were impressed with the professional standards of our team.” Dennis recounted that when someone is helped by the counseling, it has a multiplying effect. “If a person who is violent or depressed and can’t or won’t work gets some kind of help, it benefits the whole family and makes a difference in a community,” he said. “There is a lot of openness to the gospel. Many realize they are coming to a Christian center even though they don’t have a Christian faith, so it’s an evangelistic tool.”
	
It was early on a steamy, August morning in 2007, and Emmanuel was just starting his day as technical director for BBN (Believers Broadcasting Network), a Christian radio station in Sierra Leone, West Africa and partner of HCJB Global. Outside the station lay the sprawling capital Freetown. The atmosphere was tense. National elections were about to take place, and the people were crying for change. BBN was not taking sides but was simply urging their listeners to pray on behalf of the nation. During this time, the station received a threatening phone call. “Quit praying!” demanded the caller. “You are disturbing us!” Undeterred, the station continued to call for prayer. Now on this morning, Emmanuel heard a knock at the station door. As he opened it, he came face-to-face with a gunman who shot him in the abdomen at point-blank range. A total of ten gunmen attacked the station that day, and their intention was to kill. “They didn’t take anything,” Emmanuel reports. “They were just after our lives.” But God had other plans. All who were shot that day survived, and according to Emmanuel, BBN is stronger than ever. “We are broadcasting 24 hours nonstop, and we are making an impact.” Many people are testifying of coming to Christ through the gospel broadcasts. After Emmanuel recovered from his wounds, his brother pleaded with him not to return to work at the station: “Don’t go back or you will die,” he said. When Emmanuel was asked why he chose to go back, he replied simply, “I have peace working for God.”
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/those-who-cannot-read-among-thousands-listening-to-new-ghanaian-radio-station.html:  
Those Who Cannot Read Among Thousands Listening to New Ghanaian Radio Station 
Try to harness what lies beyond and you set yourself up for frustration … or fulfillment.  For Sylvester Kwame Nkrumah and his wife, Naana, reaching beyond fulfilled their dreams when Beyond FM went on the air this summer in their town of Nkwanta, Ghana, a bumpy seven-hour drive northeast of Accra. “As Bible translators, we have often wondered how to get God’s Word to those who cannot and will never learn to read and write,” explained Nkrumah, describing the station’s origins. “So we asked the question, ‘Beyond giving the written word, what next?’ Secondly, we know that it is only the Word of God that can take people beyond where they are.” In this regard, Beyond FM has both practical and spiritual ramifications. Nkrumah describes the station as “going beyond giving just the written word and doing other things that will make the gospel more relevant to our people and taking them beyond where they are by giving them the right information so they can develop themselves spiritually, socially, economically and mentally.” “It is a dream come true. Our desire to get the message out to our people through all means has come alive and we are grateful,” declared Nkrumah. The broadcasts cover about seven districts in the Volta region, each with a population of more than 100,000 people, and can also be heard in parts of neighboring Togo. The dream was realized with the partnership of HCJB Global, an international mission issuing a daily challenge to “go beyond the call.” One of the mission’s engineers who helped install the station, Alex Walker, observed that “people in the city believe Sylvester should become the new mayor because of what they believe he has achieved in building the station. Sylvester, however, does not claim the glory but is just thankful to God that he had a part in this ministry.” Sylvester and Naana have worked as Bible translators for 25 years, currently serving as consultants with the Ghana Institute of Linguistics Literacy and Bible Translation, an affiliate of Wycliffe Bible Translators (WBT). In 2009 Nkrumah traveled to Bolgatanga in northern Ghana for work on a documentary for The Seed Company, a WBT subsidiary dedicated to speeding Bible translation projects. At a hotel he met Jeremy Maller, projects coordinator for the mission’s Sub-Saharan Africa Region. During that meeting Nkrumah realized the visitors had come to help install his friend’s radio equipment. “My interest was aroused and we started talking,” Nkrumah explained. Beyond FM was built in Nkwanta on land without water, sewer, electricity or street access. In Ghana these developments can take time—a lot of time. “I must say that acquiring the land for the project, getting materials for the construction, finding workers to do the construction and the entire process of getting the building ready was just a miracle,” recounted Nkrumah. “The Lord led us to the right people at every stage of the process.” After visits from Walker, Maller, Steve Iwan and Liberian radio trainer Joseph Kebbie, test broadcasts from the 2,000-watt transmitter began in April, and Beyond FM officially took to the airwaves on July 1, broadcasting daily from 4 a.m. to 11 p.m. Programs air in four languages—Twi, Adele, Gikyode and Delo—according to Nkrumah, who is planning an official inauguration for April 2013. “Training the staff is always a big part of any new radio station,” said Maller. “After the radio equipment was placed in the studios and the station was technically finished, training was done to help those working in the studios become familiar with the equipment and gain some confidence working behind a microphone.” Nkrumah has been encouraged by the community’s response to the station. “We’ve received comments from Christians and non Christians alike,” he recounted. “The pastors say they had been yearning for a channel like this for a long time. It’s an opportunity for them to spread the good news to all. As for the non-Christians … they can hear what is happening in other parts of the country through the news that is broadcast. Chiefs of the area have also come over to express their gratitude for bringing such a thing to them.” “The station is important because the people can now listen to God’s Word, have access to what happens around them in the country and become known by the world around them,” added Nkrumah, concluding that “this is how they put it, ‘We were in the darkness, but now we have seen the light.’”
	
Radio Glory – An Answer to Twenty-One Year of Faithful Prayers:  In 1993, Jim Smith talked to the missionaries at HCJB Global’s Technology Center about how local Congolese believers had already been praying for ten years that Christian radio would be possible in (what was then) Zaire. Eleven years later, with the help of HCJB Global, Towers for Jesus and Laban Ministries, containers of equipment began their journey to the (now) Democratic Republic of Congo, and twenty-one years of faithful prayers were answered as Radio Glory made test broadcasts in June 2004. Around noon Pastor Mboma said, “Write a letter to us so we know you are listening.” By 4 PM, ten letters from several villages had been delivered –by bicycle and by foot. Tears of joy flowed as the staff at Radio Glory gave God glory for the joy of on the air broadcasting the Gospel! One month later, they had 167 handwritten letters. Many said, “This is a miracle, to hear our own people on the radio in our own language.” Four men came to the radio station one day, all four from different villages, all four from different paths of life. All four accepted Jesus that day. A group drove by truck to villages all over the area to see if people were listening – in every case they were. In fact, in one village they didn't want to be bothered by the visitors because they were so intent on listening to the Gospel message being presented on the station. On the dedication day in , a crowd of over a thousand heard Pastor Mbuku preach the Gospel, and many followed him in the praying the sinner’s prayer. Government officials were guests of honor and thanked the missionaries for coming to lift the Congolese people from darkness and give them hope for the future and teach them about Jesus. Within four months, over 7,000 letters – all hand delivered -- had been received. Twenty-one years of faithful, believing prayers – may Radio Glory challenge us to be faithful in our prayers!
-------------------------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/voice-of-the-mother-two.html:  The long-distance call had come from Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). When Curt Bender put his ear to the receiver, all he could hear was the sound of people wailing as if something tragic had happened. “I never know what the Lord has in store for me when a call comes in, but this time I was completely taken aback,” remembered Bender, an HCJB Global engineer. Even the explanation offered by missionary Jim Smith in Nkara, DRC, was of little help. “Curt, do you hear it?” Smith said loudly. “The people are crying for their mother.” When Bender responded that he didn’t understand, Smith replied that “the people are crying because their mother has stopped speaking. We need your help; the transmitter quit working.” Radio Glory mother feeds her family,” according to Smith, who heads Laban Ministries International (LMI). The station’s silence had devastated them. Smith’s parents, Laban and Marcella Smith, began the work of LMI in 1938. Thirty-five years ago Jim Smith and his wife, Nancy, started  Laban Bible Institute, whose students traveled each weekend throughout the region, visiting remote villages to share the gospel with others. No major roads connect Nkara to other African countries, or for that matter, the rest of the DRC, and this limited the students’ efforts. Smith then conceived of using radio in outreach and with some help from missionary engineers from HCJB Global’s Technology Center, he put Radio Glory on the air in 2004. Even with limited electricity generated by a diesel generator and high fuel costs due to the village’s lack of accessibility,  the villagers could tune to the station for two hours each morning and evening. Within a day of Smith’s urgent call, a special cable was on its way to help get the station back on the air at low power, according to Bender. The malfunctioning transmitter was shipped to Elkhart for repairs. After that, Alan Good, a Technology Center technician, traveled to Nkara to install it and help restore the voice of the mother, Radio Glory. A s he worked over the course of three weeks in Nkara, Good listened to the stories that a local Christian, Pastor Boma, told about Radio Glory’s impact on some of its listeners. One especially dramatic story chronicled how a man, feuding with a brother, had decided to lie in wait in the forest to kill the other man. “This man took a radio with him and was listening in to Radio Glory,” Good said, recounting the Congolese pastor’s story. “The Lord convicted him right there as he lay in wait to commit murder, whereupon the man confessed his sin and gave his life to Christ.” Once the Radio Glory signal was restored, calls came in to the station from all over that they were hearing the station again. “We had no idea what kind of an impact the station would make on the surrounding villages and have been awed at how God has used this tool to glorify His name,” Smith said. “We often hear of individuals, families, and villages that have come to Christ through the airwaves.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------
June 18, 2010 from HCJB Global News Update:  Police Complain When Technical Issues Interrupt Broadcasts from Station in Congo
When HCJB Global’s partner station in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C.), recently went off the air for a week due to technical problems, the response from local residents—including local police officers—was immediate. “It was as if the mother of a family had died!” said a local pastor who produces programs for Radio Alpha and Omega, an FM station near the country’s border with Rwanda that first went on the air in early 2009. “Listeners were calling from the east side of D.R.C., from Rwanda and some cities in Uganda, expressing their sadness,” shared the pastor in an e-mail message to an HCJB Global staff member. Some listeners said they were “only surviving because of the programs” while others volunteered to help solve the problem with the station’s generator that had been acting up since February. “A police officer in Goma told one of our producers that the number of prisoners has decreased in their prison because of our radio program,” he related. “And so they said that they needed the radio station to be operational again as soon as possible!” The residents’ prayers were soon answered as the damaged generator has been replaced by a new larger unit, and the station is again broadcasting a powerful message of hope in this area of the country that has been ravaged by years of civil war. “Praise the Lord, many people are coming to Jesus Christ every week,” the pastor wrote. “Yesterday evening I was with one listener who was bound by the devil in witchcraft. Now he is free from the darkness after listening to our radio programs.” “Satan always loses when he attacks God’s work or God’s servant,” he continued. “Dear servants, we have to praise our Lord at all times because He is with us in our ministry and in the battlefield.” The pastor said he’s been humbled by the response from listeners who support the outreach, paying for fuel needed to operate the generator. “We praise God that our programs touch and help our people. He has revealed to you a good way to proclaim the gospel and to even reach the hearts and minds of our population. Radio is really a good tool to build the kingdom of God.”Now he has a vision to expand the broadcasts to villages in northern D.R.C. and in neighboring countries. “We are praying to God for the government licenses for that project, and for my trips to investigate in northern D.R.C., Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo and even Sudan. I need your prayer.” “God told me He would like to change the African continent using weak persons,” he wrote. “Do you remember the story of Gideon in Judges 6:11-20? Through radio and weak people God wants to change Africa and the world. Maybe it is through you and me.” “Pray for me, for our team and for our vision,” the pastor concluded. “Before Jesus Christ returns we have to work together in a mighty way, as servants of God, to bring the light of the gospel that will change people. Since I have begun using radio, I have found that it is the tool that can help us to change our continent if we use it in the right way.”
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/launch-of-radio-station-in-cameroon-fulfills-8-year-dream.html:  Launch of Radio Station in Cameroon Fulfills 8-Year Dream 
For eight years local believers in the remote town of Banyo in the West African country of Cameroon had been planning and praying for a local Christian station to go on the air. Saturday, Nov. 5, that dream became a reality through a cooperative effort with HCJB Global. “When we got this station on the air, I saw a lot of joy among the local people and I almost shed tears,” said Liberian missionary Joseph Kebbie, training coordinator for the mission’s Sub-Saharan Africa Region. The station’s building is across the street from the Cameroon Baptist Convention (CBC) hospital which may be the first medical ministry in Africa to launch a Christian radio station with help from HCJB Global. A Banyo-based organization called Transformational Ministries also helped with the installation. “What a great picture of the ‘voice and hands’ of Jesus to the community of Banyo in the hills of northern Cameroon!” exclaimed Jeremy Maller, projects coordinator. “This is the only radio station in the entire area that is providing listeners with Christian content.” The two men’s excitement was evident to Regional Director Lee Sonius in Accra, Ghana, when he heard that the test broadcasts had begun. “I could tell that Jeremy and Joseph are sky high,” he said. “I know the feeling well, having been in the same situation a number of times. It is a thrill to be on hand when the switch is flipped on the transmitter and the airwaves come to life with the gospel message!” The station, called Radio Sawtu Jam Jamanu (Radio Voice of Peace for This Generation) is on the air four hours daily, broadcasting news, community-based shows and Christian programming in three languages: Fulfuldé, English and French. The 600-watt FM transmitter was shipped from the HCJB Global Technology Center in Elkhart, Ind. Staff members took turns behind the microphone, announcing that programming was ready to be heard. “They began asking people in the community to call in and let them know they were getting the station, and the calls started coming in,” Maller explained. More than 50,000 people are within listening range of the station in Banyo, a town in northern Cameroon near the border with Nigeria. “To test the reach of the signal, one of the radio staff members took me on a motorcycle to the next town with a small handheld radio that could be found in any local market,” Maller continued. “We were not getting our hopes up that we would be able to hear the station well, but when we reached that community we were happy to hear Radio Sawtu coming through very well.” In March 2011 Maller traveled to Cameroon to meet with the prospective radio staff and do a site survey. In the months leading up to the installation, the radio team in Banyo began preparing the studios and raised the tower. “Joseph and I then traveled to Banyo at the beginning of November to help with the installation,” he said. “It took more than a full day of travel to get to Banyo after a flight from Accra to Douala, a bus ride to Yaounde and then a flight to Banyo on a six-seat, single-propeller plane.” “When we arrived on the dirt airstrip, we were greeted by the local community members as well as the radio staff and two missionaries who had been supporting the process of establishing the station from its beginning eight years ago,” Maller related. “At one point the missionaries were ready to concede that the government would not grant the license. But some local believers took over the effort and helped push the process the rest of the way to allow the station to go on the air.” The station encountered many obstacles along the way. “One challenge they faced was putting up a 60-foot radio tower without any equipment to lift it,” he explained. “Instead of using heavy machinery, a group of local Cameroonians gathered around the tower and literally pushed and pulled it up into place!” HCJB Global will continue to be available to provide technical support, and “subsequent training will definitely follow,” Kebbie said.
“It was so good to be part of a project like this,” he added. “It’s more than just history, it’s telling His story—the story of God’s love.” 
-------------------
Here is a thank you from our partner after Jeremy and Joseph left, “It just seems too good to be true—that Sawtu Jam Jamanu, FM 99.7, is up and broadcasting! It certainly would not be true if you two had not come and spent an intense week with us in installing our equipment and teaching our staff in its use and helping us in so many ways in doing what we had never done before. All this was built on the foundation of preparation that you and your colleagues have made over the last eight years since we first approached HCJB for help in establishing a radio station. From the first, HCJB has been encouraging and helpful to us. I think without the encouragement of HCJB we would likely have given up on the project years ago. We certainly would not have had any idea where to begin in trying to set up a broadcasting studio on our own. To have you provide for us an integrated and functioning broadcasting system is a great blessing indeed. Now that we are up and running you have promised us support in terms of technical advice and I am quite sure that we will be contacting you much in the near future with many questions. Thanks for being available. Further good news is that the initial reports coming in indicate that we are reaching out significantly further than we had hoped to reach.  Suddenly our ability to reach the Fulani as well as many other tribes in this area has greatly expanded. To you both we say,  “Thank You, Thank You, Thank You”,  “Useko, Useko, Useko”, “ Mi Yetti, Mi Yetti, Mi Yetti.” As the Gospel of Jesus Christ is broadcast out over FM 99.7 we are anticipating that it will be going out to many Fulanis who will eventually join that great group standing before the Lamb proclaiming,  “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  And to think that they first heard the Gospel on FM 99.7 can only make us glad.”
Etienne was reared in an animist home in the predominately Muslim country of Burkina Faso, West Africa.  Because of the Muslim influence, Etienne’s parents thought it best that he become a Muslim and even gave him a Muslim name—Moses.  (Muslims, like Christians and Jews, also revere Moses.)  But through the faithful testimony of a high school classmate, Etienne gave his life to serve Jesus instead. As Moses led his people out of bondage in Egypt, so this modern-day Moses is a part of a team that is leading the people of Burkina Faso out of spiritual bondage and into the freedom that only Christ can bring. Today Etienne is the director of a network of eight Christian radio stations in Burkina Faso that are beaming the gospel in over 20 languages to a potential listening audience of five million people.  These stations were started through the cooperative efforts of HCJB World Radio, Francophone Ministries for Christ, Youth for Christ Burkina, and Radio Evangile Developpement (R.E.D.), a fellowship of believers from the evangelical churches of Burkina Faso.  Our engineering center provided the transmitters and antennas and assisted with some of the installations. On a recent visit to the engineering center, Etienne expressed his appreciation on behalf of R.E.D. by saying, “Our relationship with you is one of love.”
Recently a survey was taken in the capital city to determine who might be listening to the station there. The results were encouraging! Thirty-seven percent of the listeners surveyed are Muslim.  Another station reports that a Muslim man traveled 35 kilometers by bicycle to deliver this encouragement:  “…continue what you are doing because your work is a great blessing to many…press on and never give up because we all know that this is from the Son of God.” The day-to-day operations of these stations are funded by donors in Burkina Faso, yet the average yearly income there is only $240.  More than once, Etienne has sacrificed his own pay so that a station might be able to stay on the air.  We are humbled by his sacrifice and by yours also, as you faithfully support our work here.  
A home church and a networked Christian radio station in every province! That’s the vision of a national church and mission cooperative in Thailand. They’ve already planted over 3,500 cell churches and have asked HCJB Global to help them with their goal of 100 networked radio stations. We said YES. 
Representing less than 1% of the population, they are working to plant 7,000 cell churches by the end of 2010. They are already half way there. The exciting thing for us is that they’d like to use radio as part of their outreach and discipleship strategy and have asked us to help place 100 radio stations around the country with at least one in each province. We hope to provide technical support, training and some equipment. When Thais become Christians, they seldom have any spiritual support, so they often revert back to their old Buddhist or Hindu ways. Radio stations will provide avenues for discipleship and evangelism in these communities.



5. TECHNOLOGY
Several members of a rebel militia group pillaged a village in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of the Congo. Among the stolen items were some hand-held radios. But these stolen little radios held a surprise: they were fixed-tuned to a nearby Christian radio station. As they listened to the announcer quoting Psalms and Proverbs and pleading with them to stop their mission, the militia members halted at the edge of Bukavu and pulled back to their own territory. Several of the soldiers – including the commander – accepted Christ on Christmas Day. (The rest of this story we just learned in 2010 after the death of this general):  Days later the general of the entire force was converted and turned back from his destructive path. The new Christians listened more and more to these stolen radios and recorded the messages, sending them to other units. They even established a church, and several years later the radio pastor who had been on the air during the time of the attack traveled the 240 miles and had the privilege of preaching in their church. God uses many ways to bring people to salvation – this time He used a few stolen fixed-tuned radios!
	
One thousand radios were sent to the Democratic Republic of the Congo. One of the HCJB Global staff members was present when they were distributed to some villages in the listening area. Radio Kahuzi staff was actually able to talk with the village witchdoctor about the gospel as they explained what the radios were. A number of months later, the witchdoctor walked for two days to reach the radio station. He came to tell them that through listening to the radio his village received, he had heard the gospel explained and had given his life to Jesus Christ. That converted witchdoctor now travels to villages, encouraging other witchdoctors to give up their evil ways and come to Christ. In this one area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, many former village witchdoctors are now becoming village pastors.
	
Please pray for a man who belongs to a Spotlight English Club that is conducted over Skype with participants from many countries. At the end of the call, he shared privately with the English volunteer who leads the club that he wants to commit suicide. She shared, "Praise the Lord that he promises to hang on while we are praying and searching for someone to explain things to him in his own language. He is open and likes to know that Jesus cares for him and loves him and has a plan for him even if he is so sick. We have found a Christian in his country and are trying to get the two connected. There were almost 4 long silent weeks where no one heard from Nissanka. We’d actually gotten to the point that we thought he’d committed suicide. Then suddenly he contacted us and the man in his country we asked to contact him. In his broken English he wrote on a Skype chat, “i know you prayed about me every time. i know it. thanks so much, you. thanks” Please continue to pray for these connections and Nissanka’s salvation. 
	
Our engineers in Elkhart, IN conducted a special training workshop for several partner technicians from Asia and Africa on how to install and maintain radio stations. One partner from West Africa is responsible for the computers at his radio station, and they frequently overheat and take the radio station off-air. He moves the computer into an air conditioned room, but doesn’t have a way to operate the computer from the control room. Our engineer showed him a software tool that will enable him to remotely operate the computer while it remains in air conditioning. This means the radio station will stay on the air and listeners will hear about reconciliation to God through his only begotten son Jesus Christ! This type of individualized training is key to creating self-sustainable ministries with our global partners.
	
German theologian Helmut Thielicke said, “The gospel must be preached afresh and told in new ways to every generation, since every generation has its own unique questions. The gospel must constantly be forwarded to a new address, because the recipient is repeatedly changing his place of residence.”  
A North African family began searching Arabic chat rooms on the Internet to see what discussions were available, and they found the outreach chat room run by a media partner of HCJB Global’s satellite network. Each week there was a different theme. For example, ‘The unchanged truth of the Bible” or “Why we can believe Jesus is God’s Son,” directly challenging Muslim ideas and beliefs, and their follow-up ministry receives hundreds of email enquiries every month. One week the family heard a debate on Islam. They did not like some of the comments made by former Muslims. So they checked their own religious books, only to find that Muslim-background believers had given a true representation of the Islamic texts. As a result, they continued listening each week to learn more about Islam and about Christianity. Their hearts were challenged and changed by what they read and heard. When they finally took a turn on the microphone, the wife testified that their whole family—both parents and two children—had accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior! We made telephone contact afterwards, and a partner team in-country now ensures that the family receives regular teaching and encouragement.
God used His people via the Internet to speak to a family that had never before met a Christian and perhaps never would have but for the cha troom and satellite radio broadcasts!	
A man in North Africa began listening to a radio station on his satellite TV. He was drawn to the Christian messages of hope and love and wanted to find out more. He wrote down the contact information given during the broadcast, but he was afraid his communications would be monitored. So he kept listening – year after year, for six years -- until in desperation he devised a plan. He was so hungry to know more about Christianity that he spent a great deal of money and invited his entire family for a vacation outside his own country. His real purpose was to have the freedom to call the radio station. So while on vacation, he made several phone calls and talked to the producer of the Arabic-language programs. And the professor prayed to accept Christ’s offer of salvation. But he now had to return home and was not yet ready to let authorities discover he had become a believer. So he kept listening to the radio programs and grew in his faith. This new believer was so hungry to know more about growing as a Christ-follower that he overcame his fear of being found out and now regularly contacts our radio programmer, who is discipling him. Can you imagine being that hungry to know Christ? Praise God that His powerful Word is transforming lives in many countries of North Africa and the Middle East.
	
Witchdoctor and Family Come To Know Christ Through the Gift of a SonSet Radio
To combat Voodoo, local radio partners started a program called “Operation Saturation”, a plan to distribute fixed-tuned, solar-powered radios across Haiti. A set was given to a poor non-Christian man. His wife was dying, and he surrendered most of his possessions to the witchdoctor as payment to heal her. But she died anyway, and the distraught husband began listening to his radio, pre-tuned to a local Christian station. Soon he became a believer and gave his fixed-tuned radio to the witchdoctor, who also gave his life to the Lord. Twelve of the witchdoctor’s children and his wife all made decisions for Christ!
	
Cássio and Miriana are Brazlian missionaries who tried to start a ministry in the Amazon River Basin community of Philadelphia. At first the community would not accept them or let them come into river village, so they gave them some audio players filled with daily devotional talks, Christian songs and Scripture. Now the whole community listens together while making farinha (ground manioc), and they went through three months’s of programming in just two months! Now they have invited Cássio and Miriana to come and teach them more about the Bible. Another community installed a big mega-phone speaker and plugs in the audio player every morning so that the whole community can hear a devotional and song in the morning.  
	
Faith Stories Now a Click Away on Social Media Sites:  http://www.hcjb.org/May-2012/global-briefs.html  A 60-second audio spot called “Toaster Challenge” begins with the question, “So why do people believe in God?” “The Toaster Challenge is mainly an opportunity for one person’s faith story to get a much wider audience on Facebook and Twitter,” says Colin Lowther, chief executive of HCJB Global-UK. “We stuff two rounds of bread (insert two slices) into the toaster,” he’d tell listeners to Radio Station Pulse 2 in West Yorkshire, “then give one person just 60 seconds to tell us a personal story before the toast pops up.”  Briefly, the program invites people in, rather than putting them off. “It’s important in the world of Facebook for users to know that their attention will only be required for 60 seconds. We have secretaries, care workers, builders, teachers, nurses, shop assistants, you name it,” he added. “I guess we’re trying to show that not just pastors and clergy have faith; the person who lives next door or works in the local shop may believe just as much.”
	
A guy in Poland was driving a car, listening to a song that happened to be from a Christian artist. He really liked the song. He went to YouTube and searched for the name of the artist. He opened the song. Right under it there was a link to our lookingforgod.com site. Out of curiosity, he pressed the button and entered the page. He went to all the programs and clicked the decision button and talked with the e-coach for quite some time to find out how to become a Christian. Now he is an active member of the local church. He sent us back a letter telling us this story. 
	
Radio reaches people almost anywhere in life. A man in Thailand was driving through an area away from home and was searching the radio dial for a station to listen to. He came across the encouragement program on DFM. The program intrigued him so much he pulled into a gas station so he could sit and listen for a while. He ended up calling to talk to the DJ to ask about Jesus. The Sunday after the conversation the man went to church close to where he lives. The DJ had prayed with him and encouraged him to accept Christ. The man did just that.
	
Khadka was working in Malaysia. One day he was tuning the radio in search of hope, feeling very tired after a long day at work. He found our Nepali program on the air, and he carefully listened to our address and wrote an email to us. He requested literature because he has a interest in knowing more about Christ. We sent him a letter with some gospel books, and he agreed to visit our friends here in Nepal. While visiting, he went to church with them. He and the friends he brought heard the word of God, responded, and now they are growing in their faith!” 
	
Praise God for the effect that the “Church on Air” radio program has in India. A man called our partner and said, “We are regular listeners of your programs. My whole family has accepted Jesus Christ by listening to your radio programs. Today is Sunday, and we just finished our church service. Your program “Church on Air” — that is our church! We have our meeting with YOU! Thank you for praying for us, and could you please send us things to read and a New Testament in Hindi?” Pray that many others throughout India will find salvation and be discipled through the radio programs.
	
The Impact of Music in Nepal:  “Please tell us more about this Jesus you are singing about.”Two women made this request one evening to the group of musicians who were rehearsing for a recording session the next day. In Nepal music has a unique ability to connect with people, and 130 Christian worship songs in one of the local languages have been compiled. As part of the effort to distribute the music to the community, our partners asked HCJB Global to assist with recording as many of them as possible. In early June 2013 a team travelled to Nepal for the first recording session. One tiny room in a small mud-walled house served as a studio with up to six singers and accompanists working in temperatures over 100º F. During the three days, 26 songs were recorded and will soon be distributed. One of the songwriters is a pastor who travelled hours to record some of the songs he had contributed to the book. He explained that he started writing songs after seeking God’s guidance about a better way to connect to the people he was trying to reach with the gospel message. He took note of the Hindu style of teaching that their priests used to attract a crowd that would stay and listen. They would use songs to tell the ancient Hindu stories and then later explain their meaning and purpose. The Christian pastor realized that this technique could easily be adapted to share stories from the Bible through song and then explain their relevance and application. His songs have become so popular that people have tried to record them during church services with their phones to share with others. People he has never met have recognized him by his voice from the shared low-quality recordings. And what about the two women who came by during practice? They heard the music coming from the house and went to investigate. Their questions were answered by one of the family members who took the time to share the Gospel with them and as a result they came to Christ. Now there are two new families of believers in the village. Our partners are convinced that many will come to Christ through the recordings, but nobody expected such immediate results! Before the first song could even be edited and distributed God showed how powerful music can be.  Here is the story in video format:  http://youtu.be/-IkanV7pDnw



6. RESOURCES
PODCAST – Australia SW (see #1 from India for impact – India = 2.2 evangelical)
On one island in Indonesia, a Christ-follower had such a great desire to reach his province for Christ that he started an FM station with HCJB Global’s help in his front yard with his own money. His aired sermons have helped many grow as disciples. One loyal listener copied down each sermon that was broadcast and used them in a Bible study he started in his own neighborhood. From that one group of ten men, the studies have grown to six groups, with over 500 listening to the radio programs. 
[2009-09]  Radio El Buen Sembrador San Guisel, Alto [Chimborazo Province], central Ecuador
The station is perched atop one of the tallest ridges in the region. From there, hundreds of Quichua villages for miles in every direction can tune in to the signal.
THE BEGINNING
Radio El Buen Sembrador (the Good Sower), was the dream of Manuel Gaulán Caba, one of the first believers in the area who came to Christ in 1968. He became a traveling evangelist and was thrown out of villages in the area. But he refused to give up. Local authorities said he might be able to get a radio frequency, but it was expensive. After talking with this wife, he sold their small truck, cattle and even their pigs to buy the frequency. Finally he harvested the only thing of value he had left—a grove of pine trees on his property. He sold part of the wood, but used most of it to build the station. He was eventually granted the frequency in 2001 and contacted HCJB Global for help in setting up the station. Through HCJB Global’s radio-planting ministry, funds were raised to build and install a 250-watt transmitter for the newly licensed station. It began broadcasting in December 2001.
Since then, Radio El Buen Sembrador has reached thousands of people. Its programming consists of both live programs produced by the local staff as well as programs from HCJB Global’s Spanish satellite network.
THE WAITING … AND THEN THE GOOD NEWS
In 2004, Manuel requested a power increase from the government, with the objective of having a greater coverage area and to reach areas without Christian radio. They waited … and waited … and waited. The power increase was finally granted in November 2008, with a 90-day deadline to get the new transmitter installed. The Gualán family again sacrificed their possessions and sold the family van to contribute to the purchase of a new 1,000-watt transmitter. HCJB Global raised funds for the other half of the transmitter plus installation costs. Now, with this new frequency and extra power, radio El Buen Sembrador is able to cover a greater percentage of the Chimborazo Province, with a potential audience of 480,000 listeners, 200,000 of which are indigenous Quichua.
THE IMPACT AND CHANGED LIVES
Programs air 20 hours a day—12 hours in Quichua and eight hours in Spanish – mostly evangelistic programming, but also focused on discipleship and leadership development. Revival swept through the Quichua of Ecuador in the 1970s, but the youth are growing up without solid biblical teaching. That was Manuel’s burden when he started the station. Now parents of the community acknowledge that the programs have helped them to understand better their teenage children. Through Radio El Buen Sembrador, young people are encouraged to participate in Christian camps where they are challenged to follow Christ.  The radio has formed and promoted indigenous Christian music bands, and it is the center where greetings are transmitted to family and community. Teachers in rural schools of this area tune in to the radio and together with their students listen to Ciudad Médica, a program about health issues from the HCJB Global Spanish network. Frequently, the radio station organizes seminars, workshops, and sporting events which promote the unity of the different communities of that area. Indigenous people of various communities walk long distances to the radio to report their tuning in to the broadcasts and to express their gratitude towards the radio ministry. Praise God with us for the blessing of being able to work alongside this radio partner The Good Sower as they sow seeds and reach harvests in the communities of Chimborazo Province, Ecuador.
Radio Glory – An Answer to Twenty-One Year of Faithful Prayers:  In 1993, Jim Smith talked to the missionaries at HCJB Global’s Technology Center about how local Congolese believers had already been praying for ten years that Christian radio would be possible in (what was then) Zaire. Eleven years later, with the help of HCJB Global, Towers for Jesus and Laban Ministries, containers of equipment began their journey to the (now) Democratic Republic of Congo, and twenty-one years of faithful prayers were answered as Radio Glory made test broadcasts in June 2004. Around noon Pastor Mboma said, “Write a letter to us so we know you are listening.” By 4 PM, ten letters from several villages had been delivered –by bicycle and by foot. Tears of joy flowed as the staff at Radio Glory gave God glory for the joy of on the air broadcasting the Gospel! One month later, they had 167 handwritten letters. Many said, “This is a miracle, to hear our own people on the radio in our own language.” Four men came to the radio station one day, all four from different villages, all four from different paths of life. All four accepted Jesus that day. A group drove by truck to villages all over the area to see if people were listening – in every case they were. In fact, in one village they didn't want to be bothered by the visitors because they were so intent on listening to the Gospel message being presented on the station. On the dedication day in , a crowd of over a thousand heard Pastor Mbuku preach the Gospel, and many followed him in the praying the sinner’s prayer. Government officials were guests of honor and thanked the missionaries for coming to lift the Congolese people from darkness and give them hope for the future and teach them about Jesus. Within four months, over 7,000 letters – all hand delivered -- had been received. Twenty-one years of faithful, believing prayers – may Radio Glory challenge us to be faithful in our prayers!
-------------------------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/voice-of-the-mother-two.html:  The long-distance call had come from Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). When Curt Bender put his ear to the receiver, all he could hear was the sound of people wailing as if something tragic had happened. “I never know what the Lord has in store for me when a call comes in, but this time I was completely taken aback,” remembered Bender, an HCJB Global engineer. Even the explanation offered by missionary Jim Smith in Nkara, DRC, was of little help. “Curt, do you hear it?” Smith said loudly. “The people are crying for their mother.” When Bender responded that he didn’t understand, Smith replied that “the people are crying because their mother has stopped speaking. We need your help; the transmitter quit working.” Radio Glory mother feeds her family,” according to Smith, who heads Laban Ministries International (LMI). The station’s silence had devastated them. Smith’s parents, Laban and Marcella Smith, began the work of LMI in 1938. Thirty-five years ago Jim Smith and his wife, Nancy, started  Laban Bible Institute, whose students traveled each weekend throughout the region, visiting remote villages to share the gospel with others. No major roads connect Nkara to other African countries, or for that matter, the rest of the DRC, and this limited the students’ efforts. Smith then conceived of using radio in outreach and with some help from missionary engineers from HCJB Global’s Technology Center, he put Radio Glory on the air in 2004. Even with limited electricity generated by a diesel generator and high fuel costs due to the village’s lack of accessibility,  the villagers could tune to the station for two hours each morning and evening. Within a day of Smith’s urgent call, a special cable was on its way to help get the station back on the air at low power, according to Bender. The malfunctioning transmitter was shipped to Elkhart for repairs. After that, Alan Good, a Technology Center technician, traveled to Nkara to install it and help restore the voice of the mother, Radio Glory. A s he worked over the course of three weeks in Nkara, Good listened to the stories that a local Christian, Pastor Boma, told about Radio Glory’s impact on some of its listeners. One especially dramatic story chronicled how a man, feuding with a brother, had decided to lie in wait in the forest to kill the other man. “This man took a radio with him and was listening in to Radio Glory,” Good said, recounting the Congolese pastor’s story. “The Lord convicted him right there as he lay in wait to commit murder, whereupon the man confessed his sin and gave his life to Christ.” Once the Radio Glory signal was restored, calls came in to the station from all over that they were hearing the station again. “We had no idea what kind of an impact the station would make on the surrounding villages and have been awed at how God has used this tool to glorify His name,” Smith said. “We often hear of individuals, families, and villages that have come to Christ through the airwaves.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------
June 18, 2010 from HCJB Global News Update:  Police Complain When Technical Issues Interrupt Broadcasts from Station in Congo
When HCJB Global’s partner station in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C.), recently went off the air for a week due to technical problems, the response from local residents—including local police officers—was immediate. “It was as if the mother of a family had died!” said a local pastor who produces programs for Radio Alpha and Omega, an FM station near the country’s border with Rwanda that first went on the air in early 2009. “Listeners were calling from the east side of D.R.C., from Rwanda and some cities in Uganda, expressing their sadness,” shared the pastor in an e-mail message to an HCJB Global staff member. Some listeners said they were “only surviving because of the programs” while others volunteered to help solve the problem with the station’s generator that had been acting up since February. “A police officer in Goma told one of our producers that the number of prisoners has decreased in their prison because of our radio program,” he related. “And so they said that they needed the radio station to be operational again as soon as possible!” The residents’ prayers were soon answered as the damaged generator has been replaced by a new larger unit, and the station is again broadcasting a powerful message of hope in this area of the country that has been ravaged by years of civil war. “Praise the Lord, many people are coming to Jesus Christ every week,” the pastor wrote. “Yesterday evening I was with one listener who was bound by the devil in witchcraft. Now he is free from the darkness after listening to our radio programs.” “Satan always loses when he attacks God’s work or God’s servant,” he continued. “Dear servants, we have to praise our Lord at all times because He is with us in our ministry and in the battlefield.” The pastor said he’s been humbled by the response from listeners who support the outreach, paying for fuel needed to operate the generator. “We praise God that our programs touch and help our people. He has revealed to you a good way to proclaim the gospel and to even reach the hearts and minds of our population. Radio is really a good tool to build the kingdom of God.”Now he has a vision to expand the broadcasts to villages in northern D.R.C. and in neighboring countries. “We are praying to God for the government licenses for that project, and for my trips to investigate in northern D.R.C., Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo and even Sudan. I need your prayer.” “God told me He would like to change the African continent using weak persons,” he wrote. “Do you remember the story of Gideon in Judges 6:11-20? Through radio and weak people God wants to change Africa and the world. Maybe it is through you and me.” “Pray for me, for our team and for our vision,” the pastor concluded. “Before Jesus Christ returns we have to work together in a mighty way, as servants of God, to bring the light of the gospel that will change people. Since I have begun using radio, I have found that it is the tool that can help us to change our continent if we use it in the right way.”




7. DECLARATION
Praise God for the way He is using radio to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. The director of our partner station in the capital of Sierra Leone told how the radio station was strategic during the “truth in reconciliation” process after the brutal civil war there. One evening a woman called the station to ask for prayer because she desperately wanted to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents. As she was sharing this live on-air, another call came in. The caller said he was one of the young men that had attacked the woman’s village and may have even been one of her parents’ killers! Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive. Pray that radio will lead to lives transformed as they hear about the power of God’s Word and His forgiveness.
---------------
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/sub-saharan-africa/counselor-training-in-sierra-leone-addresses-needs-of-traumatized-residents.html
Counselor Training in Sierra Leone Addresses Needs of Traumatized Citizens 
The caller was desperate for help. Pent-up anger and bitterness were tearing her apart emotionally and spiritually. But now she was ready to forgive the child soldiers who had killed her parents in the West African country of Sierra Leone a few years earlier. As the woman bared her soul during a live call-in program on HCJB Global’s partner radio ministry, Believers Broadcasting Network (BBN), in Freetown, another call came in “The caller said he was one of the young men who had attacked the woman’s village and may well have even been one of her parents’ killers,” shared the station’s Sierra Leonean director, Ransford Wright. “Then he was able to ask forgiveness of her, and although it was very emotional, she was able to forgive.” Her parents were among 50,000 killed in the nation’s brutal decade-long civil war that ended in 2002. Thousands of others were maimed and mutilated, losing their arms, hands and legs to soldiers wielding machetes in the senseless violence. Some 2 million people were forced from their homes, many becoming refugees in neighboring Guinea and Liberia. Although the story is not a recent one, it personifies the continuing trauma faced by some 500,000 people in the country of 6.2 million who suffer from anxiety disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression and substance abuse. Yet few receive treatment, and the situation remains dire. Global National, the news and current affairs division of Canada’s Global Television Network, reported in 2012 that “mental illness is a growing problem [in Sierra Leone]. Getting professional help is nearly impossible…. In Freetown there is only one psychiatrist and two psychiatric nurses. Outside of Freetown there is nothing.” “There is also a lot of domestic violence, but most don’t like to talk about it,” said Kenny Dennis, a licensed professional counselor whose practice in Colorado Springs, Colo., specializes in trauma and stress cases. Along with Daphne Hyde of the BBN Counselling Centre, he helped lead a three-day counselor training workshop, Sept. 24-26, for 42 participants. Also representing HCJB Global were Sheila Leech, vice president of global healthcare, and Lee Sonius, executive director of the Sub-Saharan Africa Region.. “Many of the soldiers who committed atrocities during the war were teenagers,” added Dennis, who spent nearly two weeks in Africa with his wife, Lauri, human resources director at HCJB Global. “In some cases the people who did these things to them still live next door. After the civil war, everyone got amnesty.” The workshop was the fulfillment of a long-awaited dream. For nine years BBN has hosted call-in counseling programs on the radio station. Although counseling is not part of Sierra Leonean culture, it soon became apparent from the volume of calls and the needs expressed that more help was needed for the people of Freetown. Decimated by the bloody civil war, Sierra Leone ranked as the world’s eighth-poorest country in the United Nation’s 2011 Human Development Report. The war left a population mentally scarred, damaged and physically impoverished. Freetown is a crowded, hot, congested, polluted city lacking even basic services such as water, electricity, sewage and healthcare. When Wright shared his dream to open a drop-in counseling center in the city two years ago, HCJB Global’s staff immediately saw the potential of adding another dimension to the radio ministry thus adding “hands” to the “voice” of the radio. In 2011 a work team led by missionary Nate Dell went to help get the drop-in center ready. In the first 18 months of its operation, more than 700 people went to the center for help. In his remarks at the opening of the training event, Wright commented that each of those 700 people represented 700 families affected and 700 families helped in a positive way. His dream is to see this ministry expand beyond Freetown and into the provinces. Part of his vision is to open a training center for counselors, and this workshop was the first step in making that dream come true. Originally the workshop was planned for 25 participants, but demand for the training quickly increased when word of the event began to spread. “We had to make room for almost twice that many because we started getting applications from across the city and even beyond,” Wright said. “This could be a sign that more and more people are realizing the value of professional counseling services in what used to be a ‘conservative’ society. Another motivating factor was the fact that we were hosting experts from the U.S. The prospect of a knowledge transfer was huge and our expectations were exceeded.” Dennis often used role-plays during the sessions to increase participation, loosen up the crowd and demonstrate the effectiveness of counseling. “The interactive presentation style worked very well in keeping the sessions lively throughout,” Wright explained. “Kenny and Lauri were very efficient throughout, Kenny being a great teacher/facilitator and Lauri being very complementary, helping him organize and filling in on role-plays.” “The type of people at the training was wide and varied,” added Dennis. “We had teachers, pastors, students, housewives, two girls who work at a place for abandoned children, and a guy who serves at an amputee refugee camp. He’s already contacted us about staying in touch and asked for additional assistance.” The Dennises are making plans to return in 2014. Wright said the ministry’s counseling center and future ones like it could play a strategic role in the evangelization of Sierra Leone which remains largely unreached with the gospel despite two centuries of mission work in the country. About 3.9 percent of residents are evangelical, according to Operation World. “We are witnessing a lot of interest from Muslims who walk in to the center for counseling and leave satisfied … sometimes saved,” he added. “From feedback we’ve received, many of them were impressed with the professional standards of our team.” Dennis recounted that when someone is helped by the counseling, it has a multiplying effect. “If a person who is violent or depressed and can’t or won’t work gets some kind of help, it benefits the whole family and makes a difference in a community,” he said. “There is a lot of openness to the gospel. Many realize they are coming to a Christian center even though they don’t have a Christian faith, so it’s an evangelistic tool.”
	
Praise God for the way He is using radio outreaches to make a difference in lives in Sub-Saharan Africa. Our partner radio station in Sierra Leone had so many calls requesting counseling that they started a walk-in counseling center. One man told us, “I am a 35-year-old man, and I was going through a period of acute depression. When I heard about the center, I came expecting them to pressure me to convert to Christianity. I believed they could help me, but I was determined to resist any attempt to proselytize me. Surprisingly, they did not. Rather, they proceeded to counsel me in a friendly and professional manner. Together we discovered that the depression in my life was due to a financial crisis. Moreover, I was so touched by the love and acceptance I received at the center even though I was a Muslim. I asked them to lead me to Christ, and I got saved right there during my last counseling session. Hallelujah!” Pray that many will learn about Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation and find hope and joy in Him.
	
It was early on a steamy, August morning in 2007, and Emmanuel was just starting his day as technical director for BBN (Believers Broadcasting Network), a Christian radio station in Sierra Leone, West Africa and partner of HCJB Global. Outside the station lay the sprawling capital Freetown. The atmosphere was tense. National elections were about to take place, and the people were crying for change. BBN was not taking sides but was simply urging their listeners to pray on behalf of the nation. During this time, the station received a threatening phone call. “Quit praying!” demanded the caller. “You are disturbing us!” Undeterred, the station continued to call for prayer. Now on this morning, Emmanuel heard a knock at the station door. As he opened it, he came face-to-face with a gunman who shot him in the abdomen at point-blank range. A total of ten gunmen attacked the station that day, and their intention was to kill. “They didn’t take anything,” Emmanuel reports. “They were just after our lives.” But God had other plans. All who were shot that day survived, and according to Emmanuel, BBN is stronger than ever. “We are broadcasting 24 hours nonstop, and we are making an impact.” Many people are testifying of coming to Christ through the gospel broadcasts. After Emmanuel recovered from his wounds, his brother pleaded with him not to return to work at the station: “Don’t go back or you will die,” he said. When Emmanuel was asked why he chose to go back, he replied simply, “I have peace working for God.”
	
In Maseru, Lesotho, partner station Harvest FM staff and a local pastor went to the corner of a park where teenage prostitutes gathered. After explaining the how the gifts worked and a prayer of dedication, almost 40 radios were handed out to the young ladies. No sermons, no speeches, no strings attached. A group of prostitutes, who thought they were totally rejected by society, was "thrilled and overjoyed" to receive a fixed-tuned SonSet® Radio. One of the programs that were being broadcast at the time gave listeners an opportunity to phone in and pray on air for the "street ladies" who were receiving the radios. Four of these girls were convicted and made commitments to the Lord. 
	
http://www.hcjb.org/hcjb-global-news/ministry-service-center/christian-radio-prompts-listener-to-reject-suicide-and-put-faith-in-god.html:  Christian Radio Prompts Listener to Reject Suicide and Put Faith in God   Life had already thrown a lot at José, and in his devotion to Satan he was desperately seeking help with his problems and protection from any danger. He refused his wife’s invitations to accompany her in attending church, claiming that he already had his god. The day came, however, when this god’s answer was not good enough for José. He had suffered a stroke, and deep within himself, he cried out to the one who was the object of his faith. He implored Satan to be healed and released from his bedridden state, but it didn’t happen. In fact, his attending physicians had given up all hope. But when a Christian doctor came by José’s room and prayed for him, by God’s power, he was healed. Much to the surprise of everyone, he regained his mobility. Understanding that God is more powerful than the one he’d been worshiping, José promised to serve the Lord. José began attending church with his wife, who for him was life itself. He loved her deeply and admitted to her that he loved her more than he loved God. His wife chided him, saying this must not be as we must love Him above all in obedience to His Word. His trials were far from over, however, and before long, his wife died. With her death, José became disillusioned and wanted to take his own life. Determined to carry out his plan, he got into his car, planning his trip to a pharmacy where he would buy a bottle of pills and ingest them after returning home. But José’s plan was thwarted. On the way back home he turned on the radio. A song playing on KYRM 91.9 FM, a Spanish-language radio station in Yuma, Ariz., dealt with the topic of death. The Yuma station is the westernmost of a string of Christian radio stations of the network, Inspiracom, based along the U.S.-Mexico border and a partner ministry of HCJB Global. The song that José heard on KYRM carried lyrics explaining that when a believing loved one dies, the survivors—if they too have trusted Christ for their forgiveness—are separated only temporarily from the deceased. They have complete assurance of seeing the loved one again in heaven. Soon crying uncontrollably and deeply moved in repentance, José got rid of the pills he had bought at the pharmacy, understanding that he could not control every aspect of his life but instead must trust God with it. Since that day the station’s program hosts have been his comfort and companion. He knows that just as the Lord used the station’s programming to keep him from committing suicide, others are helped in similar ways. Having pledged financial help for the station, he wants to support the station until the Lord calls him home to heaven.
The phone rings during on air program at a partner station in Burkina Faso. The speaker was talking about the moral peace. He picks up and listens for a moment and then calls me (station manager) of my office so that I may converse to her. It was a lady sobbing: "My name is B. Z. I listened to the message and I was touched. The comments were probably about me and my problem. Examples the speaker has been about the host are directed to me because I am disappointed with my earthly life and I cannot sleep because of insomnia. Even my parents could do nothing for me. This bothers me since the day I am engaged in witchcraft practices because of a need for a husband. I am at least 25 years." We have invited the woman at the radio station and have put her in contact with the Pastor who takes care of the counseling. With prayers, she was delivered and accepted freely to give her life to Christ. And until now, she continues to participate in the radio activities and supports it in several ways.
	
A friend approached his friend in one of the countries of North Africa and the Middle East. “Have you heard the programs in our dialect on the radio that talk about Jesus, about forgiveness and about peace?” The person asking the question had no idea that his friend was in fact the producer of this program! “Yes, I know about them,” he responded. “What do you think about what they are saying?” his friend asked. At that, the believer explained the way of salvation to his friend, and that person became a Christ-follower and was baptized!
	
A new Christian came to Christ but was thrown out of the house by his family and harassed by the police. But he remained a firm and faithful follower of Christ. We recorded his testimony to air on the radio stations, but masked the voice so that it wouldn’t be recognized by the police or his family. But when the Christian heard the recording, he was not pleased. “It’s not clear enough,” he complained. “I want everyone to be able to clearly hear about Jesus Christ and what He did in my life. I am willing to risk that the police might recognize my voice. I just want the Gospel message to be clear.” 
	
My name is Hassan. I discovered shortwave radio programs that shared the Gospel in Arabic. I listened carefully for a long time, and finally I became a follower of Jesus. I learned how to produce radio programs and now others are hearing the Good News from me on their own shortwave radios! Recently I returned to my home village for a visit. A friend said, “I heard a radio program that talks about Jesus. The voice sounded like yours!” My heart pounded with fear. But I prayed to be brave and told the man that yes it was my voice. He asked, “Do you really believe those things you say on the radio?” I invited him to go to a quiet place where we could talk. I was able to explain the Gospel to him, and he accepted Jesus as his Savior. I praise God I had the courage to admit I was the program producer!
	
Pastor Joe is a man of spiritual passion and conviction. He’s dedicated his life to bringing young people in Papua New Guinea to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Like anywhere, the youth of this country struggle with real-life issues, uncertainties and pain. Ministering in Papua New Guinea provides Joe with an opportunity to reach university students with something they aren’t taught in school—eternal hope. To minister to the daily needs of these youth, Joe hosts a nightly show on Wantok Radio Light, and the response is staggering. In fact, so many people are listening to Joe’s program that he receives more than 16,000 text messages each month. More than half of the messages come from people inquiring about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. About 20 percent of the messages come in after midnight from students who are dealing with serious issues ranging from broken relationships to addictions. One day, Joe received a text message that stood out among thousands of others. It was from a young man who shared how the message of the gospel had literally saved his life. He had recently been kicked out of university and was facing disgrace and humiliation from his friends and family. He was so despondent that he decided to commit suicide. Working up the courage to end his life, the young man turned on the radio and heard Joe on Radio Wantok talking about how God helps us through even our deepest difficulties if we trust in Him. He was brought to his knees as he listened to Joe talk about Jesus. He knew that the program was a message that could change his life. The young man’s despair turned to hope, and instead of killing himself, he entered new life. Through Wantok Radio Light, Joe shared the “one message” that is changing lives across Papua New Guinea. “Wantok Radio Light is a spiritual force—[a] wave of healing, peace and joy and all that a man needs in life—Jesus Christ. Thank you for this radio station. God is touching unreached people in the very remote parts of this country.”
	
Sussie wanted to hang herself. But she also wanted to make a statement. So she phoned our partner radio station in her city and told them where they could find her body. “Why do this now?” the pastor DJ asked her. “Why not come to the station and talk with me?” Sussie did – and the result was new life, new hope and joy. 
	
Two ladies in Thailand were exhausted and burdened by life not working out the way they wanted. One day they wanted to listen to the radio and dialed around looking for something to listen to. Happy FM happened to be the station they settled on. The DJ told of the importance of praying to God with any problem and encouraged   listeners to follow Him. They went to the radio studio to meet and talk with the DJ.  That Sunday they went to church services and accepted Christ as their savior.
	
From Poland:  We have been married for 4 years. I came from a family of alcoholics. I was hoping my life would be better, that I would be a good wife and mother. But I am horrible, I can only communicate by shouting and quarrels. My child is scared of me, my husband rejects me saying that people like me, from pathological environments, should not have a family. He is a good man, but I think we cannot go on living together. A priest has told me that for the good of my family, I should leave home. I have had a breakdown and I’m considering suicide. I am getting medical help but it has no effect. What can I do?  I lack the strength to live. My whole world has collapsed. I have nothing, not even hope. How can I change my life so that I don’t harm others or myself? I even lack the courage to commit suicide. Is there any chance for me? 
	

	
I am Jamal*, and I am not a good Muslim – I observe the holy days, but I don’t go to the mosque or do daily prayers. I work as an accountant for an export company, and at the office, I put on my earphones and listen to the radio online. I searched for an online radio station in Arabic and found one I like because of the music it plays that has positive messages. I also started listening to the short programs in between the music that talk about God and finding answers to life’s problems. I started talking to my wife about what I was hearing on the radio, and we found we could listen to it on our satellite TV. So Jamila* began listening to it during the day while she is at home. We started discussing what we had heard during the day when I came home from work and decided we wanted to know more about Christianity and actually read the New Testament for ourselves. So, after three months of listening, we decided to email the station’s address and ask them to send us a copy of the Bible we heard them read so that we could learn more about Christianity. We just received a copy of the New Testament today and are excited to know more about Jesus.




8. SUMMARY
2012-10.26 Theovison FB:  I want to introduce you to a gentleman that we met at a Bible Listening Program. This man was advanced in years, a very kind and gentle Ghanaian man. We were doing a follow up on the local Bible Listening Program and when it was over we noticed this man with tears in his eyes. Wanting to make sure he was not hurt or sick we went to him and asked if he needed anything. With tears streaming down his face he said to us “I never knew God could talk to me.” He went on to tell us that he never prayed and never believed in God because he always thought God spoke only one language and it was not his. But after that day listening to the Bible in his mother tongue he knew that God did speak his language. On that day he not only gave his life to God but committed to daily prayer with him and his family. 
	
From KNOG – Nogales, Arizona:    “Javier was extremely discouraged and had made the decision to take his own life. His wife had left him; he had lost his house, and many other discouragements overwhelmed him. He struggled with depression, and he had come to the end. On that Friday, Javier set up the necessary contraptions with which to hang himself. With the rope already around his neck, he decided to turn on his radio one last time before pushing the fateful chair out of the way. This was between 6:15 and 6:45 a.m. A local minister was talking live on KNOG’s morning show, “Este es el Día” (“This is the Day”). Pastor Crespo’s topic for that morning was “depression”, and how God can bring a person out of that dangerous pit. Javier was drawn in. Pastor Crespo was speaking “directly” to him - infusing him with hope, helping him not feel alone, giving him courage. Removing the noose, Javier fell to his knees, weeping. He asked the Lord Jesus Christ to give him hope again and to heal him of his depression. By 10 a.m. Javier had phoned KNOG personnel to tell them what happened and to thank Pastor Crespo for letting God speak through him to his very soul, saving his life. As far as we know, the outward circumstances of Javier’s life have not changed significantly, but his inner life has.”
	
In the Arab World, one of the great challenges for young Christian men and women who live in Muslim homes is arranged marriage. One young Arab man, who –unknown to his family– was a Christian, hoped to marry a Christian girl. But his father arranged for him to marry a Muslim bride. He sought the counsel of a wise Christian friend who advised him to obey his father. And in faith he married her. He committed to pray for just the right opportunity to share Jesus with his wife. He was patient, waiting for God’s time. When he came across an article that talked about Jesus, he felt the time was right. When he shared the article with his wife, she responded in amazement, “Why this Jesus – He’s just like you!” The man was able to lead her to faith in Jesus Christ, and now this young couple is serving the Lord together as they produce radio programs to teach others about Jesus. 
	
    .      gry.
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