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Talking Points
*A diving accident in 1967 left Joni Eareckson, then 17, a quadriplegic in a wheelchair, unable to use her hands. After two years of rehabilitation, she emerged with new skills and a fresh determination to help others in similar situations.  Joni married Ken Tada in 1982.
*Joni and Friends is celebrating 30 years of ministry outreach to people with disabilities and their families—in the US and around the world.
* In 1982, Joni began broadcasting her daily feature “Joni and Friends.”  With over a million listeners a week, the program is aired over 1000 broadcast outlets.  In 2002 it received the “Radio Program of the Year” award from National Religious Broadcasters.  

· Through Wheels for the World, over 52,000 wheelchairs have been collected nationwide, refurbished by inmates in 20 correctional facilities, and shipped to 102 developing nations where physical therapists fit each chair to a needy disabled child or adult.

· The Christian Institute on Disability (CID) serves as the educational and training center, and its policy center is helping to establish a firm Biblical worldview on disability-related issues around the world.  

· The Joni and Friends Television Series airs weekly on television networks around the world.  

· Through Joni and Friends’ Field Services, staff and volunteers provide church training and inspirational resources to promote ministry to those affected by disability.  

*Family Retreats can make all the difference in the lives of our families.

They just need a break and they’re good to go!

*More than 900 families attend our retreats last year.  Over the history of Family Retreats more than 7030 families have been served.

*It’s five days of fun and spiritual refreshment for families.  For example, they zip line into the lake, or horseback ride.

*The last night at Retreat is a talent show, where campers get up and share anything from their favorite Bible verses, to a song, to a skit they’ve prepared with their STM.  All get standing ovations.
*Last year over 1550 volunteers were part of our Family Retreat crew!

*Our volunteers return year after year.  We have 250 volunteers who’ve served with us for as many as 5 years.  

*Family Retreat volunteers come from every imaginable professions from

Firefighters to CEO’s everyone comes together to do one thing: serve our families!

*Joni and Friends staff train our volunteers by a full day of hands on training.

*Our volunteers tell us that. . . . “Full of love.”  “Being at camp I got a family… it is the best vacation I’ve ever had.”  “The Lord just changed my life forever and I’m not the same person I was when I came.”
*For more information contact: Jen Stebbins jstebbins@joniandfriends.org
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